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TOWN  OFFICERS. 


TOWN  CLERK  AND  TREASURER. 

JACOB  A.  LEONARD. 

SELECTMEN,   ASSESSORS   AND   OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

CHAKLES  T.  OLD-FIELD,  LESTER  D.  BLANDIN, 

SAVILLION  H.  BATES. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

GEORGE  E.  MAKEPEACE,      DANIEL  O'BRIEN, 
WILLIAM  E.  PAYSON,  ALONZO  L.  EDDY, 

GEORGE  E.  SMITH,  FRANK  L.  LINCOLN, 

CHARLES  I.  CROSSMAN,        MATTHEW  YOUNG, 
CHARLES  C.  VALENTINE. 

ROAD  COMMISSIONERS. 

ERASTITS  B.  CODDING,  EDWIN  R.  LINCOLN. 

JOHN  H.  ARNOLD. 

COLLECTOR  OE  TAXES. 

J.  STEPHEN  W7OOD. 

AUDITORS. 

GEORGE  R.  PERRY,  GEORGE  H.  TALBOT. 


CONSTABLES. 

FRANK  A.  CLAPP,  J.  STEPHEN  WOOD. 


ROAD  COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT. 


EASTERN  DISTRICT. 
Paid  for  labor  : — 


John  H.  Lincoln, 

$78  76 

Edwin  R.  Lincoln, 

69  95 

Lloyd  S.  Lincoln, 

55  80 

Emory  C.  Lincoln, 

48  32 

Earl  C.  White, 

32  17 

Otis  J.  Sweet, 

28  91 

Walter  Becker, 

28  42 

John  Griggsby, 

28  19 

Henry  Howland, 

28  18 

Jones  W.  Godfrey, 

27  00 

J.  Stephen  Wood, 

26  70 

John  H.  White, 

23  77 

Hiram  H.  White, 

23  47 

Harrison  T.  Lincoln, 

21  75 

Andrew  Casey, 

20  48 

Clifton  Leonard, 

20  24 

Henry  G.  Danforth, 

20  01 

Eddie  A.  Lincoln, 

19  13 

Daniel  A.  Woodward, 

15  00 

Arthur  W.  Bolton, 

14  57 

William  D.  Washburn, 

13  85 
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i  Noah  White, 

11  92 

Moses  0.  Lincoln, 

11  68 

11  •       XT        i.  „ 

Ellis  Horton, 

10  05 

John  Hooper, 

9  52 

Walter  E.  roster, 

9  15 

Frank  LeFavour, 

7  45 

Walter  F.  Pizer, 

7  45 

George  C.  LeFavour, 

7  28 

Fred  0.  Lincoln, 

7  12 

George  B.  Lincoln, 

6  60 

Daniel  H.  Smith, 

6  38 

William  Y.  Smith, 

6  37 

Chester  Sweet, 

5  10 

John  Irving, 

5  00 

George  E.  Smith, 

4  96 

T71         T         •        /"I       t->  • 

Frederic  G.  Pizer, 

4  75 

Emmons  H.  Lincoln, 

4  35 

Ira  Gardner, 

4  00 

a    it                    TIT        1TT1  mA 

Albert  W.  White, 

3  55 

George  L.  lit  us, 

3  30 

/""I                        T7^       T  TT         1  t 

George  E.  Washburn, 

3  15 

Charles  P.  Leonard, 

3  00 

Charles  M.  White, 

2  70 

T"\          •  T     TT  1 

David  Holmes, 

2  40 

Moses  Lincoln, 

2  25 

Everett  M.  Lothrop, 

1  80 

William  D.  Witherell, 

1  50 

Dana  Bruce, 

1  20 

H.  B.  Wilbur, 

1  05 

Walter  F.  Wilbur, 

1  05 

George  L.  Titus,  Jr., 

.90 

William  J.  White, 

.60 

Orville  B.  Sweet, 

.45 

$802.70 
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Paid  for  655  loads  <of  gravel  : — 

Alden  H.  Leonard,  277  loads,  *27  70 

Earl  C.  White,  120  loads,  6  00 

S.  Abbott  Smith,  105  loads,  5  25 

Lucy  A.  Soule,  73  loads,  7  30 

Frank  D.  Hunt,  46  loads,  7  30 

John  Field,  34  loads,  3  40 


Paid  for  lumber,  etc.: — 

A.  G,  Williams  &  Co.,  2,552  ft.  hard 

pine  lumber,  $25.00  per  M. .  $63^80 
A.  G.  Williams  &  Co.,  935  ft.  hard 

pine  plank,  26.00  per  M.,  24  31 

A.  G.  Williams  &  Co.,  216  ft.  spruce 

lumber,  16.00  per  M.,  3  45 

Harrison   T.    Lincoln,  155  ft.  oak 

plank,  25.00  per  M  ,  3  87 

Arthur  E.  Sweet,  144  ft  oak  plank, 

25.00  per  M.,  3  60 

W.  D.  Witherell,  cedar  poles,  2  50 

F.  R.  Washburn,  keg  of  spikes,  3  25 
George    T.    Crane,    iron   work  for 

bridge,  11  50 

Moses  O.  Lincoln,  wall  stone,  3  00 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  share  of  expenses 

for  repairs  of  scrarjer,  2  66 

F.  R.  Washburn,  tools,  1  75 

G.  T.  Crane,  sharpening  picks,  1  25 


$51.9f> 


$1^4.94 


Amount  expended  in  the  Eistern  District, 


$979  59 
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WESTERN  DISTRICT. 

Paid  for  labor  : — 


F,r*a<5fnci  R    Onrlrl  ino1 

JulQoLUo    1 }  \J\J\X\X.\.\.\^^ 

$156  i& 

William  H  Pnddino- 

V\  111  la  Hi    O.    \  ^  (J  LI  LI  1 1 1  T 

152  32 

f  ha  Hps  Cr   CI ann 

V>  I  i  ci  1  1  tro  VT.  VyldUU, 

74  60 

Josenh  Fitzgerald 

69  60 

William  T  Tiffanv 

>>  illlalll  tl  .  llllcillj. 

5,S  05 

1 V  u  1  U 15  JEJ .     u  dl  r^l  111  a  IE , 

52  30 

Hprhprf  F  Woorl^ 

36  60 

Henrv  E  Walker 

33  95 

(xPorffH  B  Shaw 

31  20 

.Toll n  F*i tycrpr^  1       -T v 

25  50 

Edward  0  Franklin 

23  25 

.Tnspr»h  Thnmrwnn 

19  80 

Alhppf  Slcinnpr* 

AX  1UCI  U  kJlwIlllCl, 

18  30 

Tiom  np]  O    W  i  f  l~i  ptmI  1 
XJtilli  lltri  V^.    >»  l  Mlt?l  ci  1, 

16  75 

Herbert  N  Starves 

15  90 

.T    Sfprvlipn  Wnnrl 

12  00 

Tnhn  P  flnvlp 

11  10 

J  J.   J.  \J 

David  Fitzcrpralrl 

i/u  V  1U.    X  11  u^Ul  C11M« 

10  50 

Ir^aciT^n    !■    Tv  an  n  l7u 
«JUS3trJJil  1 J .   rvl )  U  11 1  Zir", 

in  50 

1U  «JL/ 

*)  \J  11  1 1   1V1  HI  U 11  V  5 

10  50 

William  P,  Pnrlrlinor 

♦  T  llllcXLll    Hit    \J\J\X\X  I  1 1  £^  , 

Q  75 

Willis  T.  Kountze, 

9  75 

Peter  Leddy, 

9  00 

Joseph  O'Brien, 

9  00 

James  Thurber, 

7  95 

Joseph  C.  Firzgerald, 

4  88 

William  W.  Reed, 

4  50 

Frank  E.  Williams, 

4  50 

Ulysses  Chamillard, 

3  00 

Michael  Galligan, 

3  00 

annual  Report. 
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Paid  Otis  J.  Sweet,  2  78 

A.  Lincoln  Leonard,  1  50 

George  L.  Smith,  1  35 

Barnum  B.  Grossman,  1  20 

George  B.  Shaw,  Jr.,  .90 

George  Thurber,  .52 

Peter  Boulett,  blasting  rocks,  31  68 


Paid  for  959  loads  of  gravel : — 

W.  E.  &  B.  Codding,  383  loads,  $19  15 

Charles  C.  Horr,  230  loads,  11  50 

Stillman  A.  Wetherell,  196  loads,  9  80 

J.  Stephen  Wood,;i50  loads,  7  50 


Paid  for  lumber,  etc.  :  — 

W.  E.  &  E.  B.  Codding,  137  ft.  oak 


plank,  $25  per  M.,  $3  43 
James  W.  Gifford  &  Co.,  36  ft.  of 

10  in.  drain  pipe,  8  62 
C.  B.  Wetherell,  share  of  expense 

for  repairs  of  scraper,  2  67 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  tools,  2  75 

E.  A.  Briggs.  tools,  1  25 

William  Dunn,  sharpening  tools,  1  50 


$944.80 


$47.95 


$20.22 


Amount  expended  in  Western  District, 


$1,012.97 


ANNUAL  REPORT". 


SOUTHERN  DISTRICT. 

Paid  for  labor  :  — 


John  H.  Arnold, 

$lb&  80 

TT         1            .      ITT             1  1 

Herbert  Woodward, 

76  50 

William  A.  Lane,. 

60  25 

Alonzo  L.  Eddy, 

48  80 

fi               T71       XT?           1  T 

Geo.  F.  Woodward, 

40  71 

TT  J '  1  1  •              TT       IT  '  1 

William  R.  Kirby. 

88  50 

Willis  L.  Kountzer 

36  90 

Michael  Marley, 

36  45 

Joseph  O'Brien, 

36  45 

Peter  Leddy, 

36  15 

Oliver  H.  Lane, 

34  25 

George  E.  Keith, 

32  00 

Thomas  F.  Brady 7 

30  75 

William  L.  Crosby, 

"  25  33 

Patrick  Smith, 

24  25 

James  D.  Black, 

22  45 

Adam  Jackson, 

20  33 

T                    T      /I     11  * 

James  J.  Galligan, 

16  95 

Herbert  H.  Wilbur/ 

16  95 

T  1 

James  Coyle, 

13  50 

Peter  Boulett, 

12  25 

/^i                       TT  IT 

George  P.  Kountze, 

11  70 

Peter  Mundor, 

9  75 

Charles  Crossman, 

8  95 

Paul  Hope, 

7  50 

Henry  Field, 

6  00 

Charles  E.  Horton, 

5  55 

John  M.  Galligan, 

4  95 

Augustus  L.  Pratt, 

4  75 

Frank  Lee, 

4  65 

ANNUAL  REPORT. 
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Paid  James  L.  Leonard, 
James  Smith, 
Alvin  D.  Lee, 
George  H.  Richmond, 
John  G.  Adair, 
Joseph  L.  Kountze, 
George  H.  Arnold, 
Samuel  Bottomley, 
George  B.  Pierce, 
Ephraim  H.  Beane, 
John  Heckler, 
Michael  L.  Marley, 
Frederic  C.  Woodward. 
William  R.  Moon, 
Josiah  Woodward, 
Herman  W.  Freeman, 
Edward  Lawton, 
Peter  Boulett,  blasting  rocks, 

Paid  for  1,212  loads  of  gravel  :  — 
George  H.  Arnold,  572  loads, 
Oliver  H.  Lane,  232  loads, 
Josiah  Woodward,  120  loads, 
Adam  Jackson,  107  loads, 
Samuel  Hodges,  72  loads, 
James  Coyle,  51  loads, 
John  Harvey,  38  loads, 
Stillman  Wetherell,  20  loads, 


3  75 
3  75 
3  30 
3  30 
3  00 
2  70 
2  59 
2  10 
1  80 
1  50 
1  50 
1  50 
1  50 
1  05 

.75 

.50 

.45 
13  50 

  $939.52 


$28  60. 
11  60 
6  00 
5  36 
3  60 
2  55 
1  90 
1  00 

 860.60 


Paid  for  lumber,  etc.: — 

George  H.  Arnold,  631  ft.  oak  plank, 

$30  per  M. ,  $15  78 
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Geo  H.  Arnold,  sleepers,  2  00 

John  Harvey  125  lbs.  spikes,  3  75 

J.  S.  Wood,  5  ft.  of  6  in.  drain  pipe,  .75 
C.  B.  Wetberell,  share  of  expense 

repairs  of  scraper,  2  67 

 $24.95 


Amount  expended  in  the  Southern  District,  $1,025.07 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


Unexpended  balance  Dec.  31,  1895,  135  37 
Highway  appropriation  for  1896,         3,000  00 


Total  amount  expended  as  follows  : — 

Eastern  District,  $979  59 

Western  District,  1,012  97 

Southern  District  1,025  07 


$3,035.57 


$3017.63 


Unexpended  balance  Dec.31,  1896,  $17.74 


ERASTUS  B.  CODDING,  ) 

EDWIN  R.  LINCOLN,  }  Road  Commissioners. 
JOHN  H.  ARNOLD. 


Norton,  December  31,  1896. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

Selectmen  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 


STATE  AID. 

Paid  State  Aid  to  sundry  persons,  $1,095  50 


SOLDIER'S  BURIAL. 


Burial  of  Lucian  E.  Francis,  35  00 

Reimbursed  by  the  State— Chap.  279,  Acts  of  1896. 


SOLDIERS'  RELIEF. 

Paid  City  of  Taunton,  relief  to  Serena  C. 

Woodward,  $159  34 

Alice  G.  Field,  relief  to  Serena  C.  Wood- 
ward, 24  00 

M.  C.  Golden,  M.  D.,  medical  attendance 

on  Serena  C.  Woodward,  3  00 

Town  of  Mansfield,  relief  furnished  to 

Marcus  Wheeler,  6  SO 


12 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Paid  A.  M.  Round,  M.  D.,  medical  attendance 

on  William  D.  Washburn,  7  50 

Selectmen,  relief  furnished  to  James  S. 

Card,  24  00 

$224  64 


POOR  BELONGING  TO  OTHER  TOWNS. 


Paid  A.  M.  Round,  M.  D.,  medical  aid  to  Ida 

A.  Dexter  and  child, 

$18  00 

A.  M.  Round,  M.  D.,  medical  aid  to 

Elbridge  A.  Fuller  and  family, 

2  00 

A.  M.  Round,  M.  D.,  medical  aid  to 

Warren  Hatten  and  family, 

1  50 

A.  M.  Round,  M.  D.,  medical  aid  to 

Frances  E.  Mullen,  (Leonard), 

9  00 

John  N.  Prouty,  groceries  for  Frances 

E.  Mullen,  (Leonard), 

1  12 

John  N.  Prouty,  shoes  for  Eveline  W. 

Leonard, 

1  75 

$33  37 

POOR  AND  ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital,  board  and 

clothing  for  Alfred  L.  Garfield,  $169  92 

Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital,  board  and 

clothing  for  Mary  N.  Corey,  169  92 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 
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Paid  Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital,  board  and 

clothing  for  Michael  J.  Murphy.  117  92 

Worcester  Insane  Asylum,  board  and 

clothing  for  Charles  H  Briggs,  169  92 

City  of  Taunton,  medical  aid  to  Daniel 

W.  Washburn,  7  50 

Town  of  Attleboro,  aid  to  Roxanna  Cor- 
nell and  family,  104  00 

Drs.  J.  W.  &  M.  H.  Battershall,  medi 

cal  aid  to  Roxanna  Cornell  and  family,        4  00 

Town  of  Attleboro,  burial  of  Bertha  Pren,         10  00 

Selectmen,  aid  furnished  to  Melvin  O. 

Lothrop,  48  00 

H.  W.  Durgin  &  Co.,  groceries  furnished 

Frederick  Lincoln,  •  70  50 

O.  H.  Lane,  aid  furnished  to  Hattie 

Maker,  102  00 

$973  68 


INMATES  OP  THE  ALMSHOUSE. 


Joseph  S.  Adams,  left  March  9,  80 

William  Cotter,  left  August  22,  61 

Frederick  Lincoln,  entered  November  30,  40 

Patrick  O'Brien,  68 

Mabel  C.  Elliott  23 

Catherine  Pryor,  81 
Whole  number,  6, 


Average  number  for  one  year,  3  11-12. 
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ALMSHOUSE  INVENTORY. 


REAL  ESTATE  AND'* PERSONAL  PROPERTY. 


House,  barn,  out  buildings  and  farm, 

$3,700  00 

Furniture,  beds,  bedding  and  utensils' 

,                   200  00 

Hearse, 

250  00 

Horse, 

50  00 

2  cows,  1  heifer, 

75  00 

2  express  wagons, 

50  00 

2  farm  wagons  and  cart, 

40  00 

Sled, 

10  00 

Pung  and  grindstone, 

8  00 

Wheelbarrow, 

5  00 

Mowing  machine, 

20  00 

Horse  rake, 

15  00 

2  harnesses, 

20  00 

Blankets  and  fly  net, 

2  50 

2  ploughs,  1  horse  hoe, 

12  00 

9,  1  *i  c\  c\  pre 

Churn  and  pair  of  balances, 

3  00 

Sundry  tools,  chains,  etc., 

20  00 

Lumber, 

15  00 

,T}  A      f/"V/\  f\i\ 

$4,500  00 

RECEIPTS  FROM  SALES  AT 

ALMSHOUSE. 

Eggs,  219  dozen, 

$45  75 

Butter,  63  lbs., 

13  11 

Milk,  220  quarts, 

11  01 

Cream, 

1  10 

ANNUAL  REPORT* 

IS 

Veal,  164  lbs!, 

14  76 

Pork,  295  lbs., 

15  59 

Fowls,  262  lbs., 

24  20 

Potatoes,  27  bushels, 

13  53 

Apples, 

5  92 

Beans,  3  pecks, 

1  60 

Vinegar,  4  gallons, 

80 

Barrels, 

4  60 

Plank  sold, 

1  60 

Sundries, 

9  9^ 

$155  82 

INVENTORY,  ALMSHOUSE  EXPENSE 

ACCOUNT. 

English  hay,  4  tons, 

180  00 

Meadow  hay  and  corn 

fodder,  1  ton, 

12  00 

Corn,  8  bushels, 

3  40 

Cracked  corn  and  meal 

1,  8  bushels, 

3  00 

Rye,  4  bushels, 

3  20 

Shorts,  800  lbs., 

6  00 

Beans,  3  bushels, 

6  00 

Potatoes,  23  bushels, 

11  50 

Apples,  3  barrels, 

3  00 

Pork,  50  lbs., 

5  00 

Pork  barrels, 

1  00 

Lard,  6  lbs., 

.60 

Eggs,  1  dozen, 

.34 

Flour,  If  barrels, 

10  20 

Sugar,  250  lbs., 

11  87 

Tea,  2  lbs., 

1  00 

16  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

Crackers,  40  lbs.,  2  20 

Molasses,  2  gallons,  1  00 

Kerosene,  5  gallons,  .55 

Cider  and  vinegar,  10  00 

1  swine,  15  00 

96  fowls,  50  00 

Wood  at  the  door,  2  cords,  5  00 

Wood,  sawed,  split  and  housed,  14  cords,  63  00 

Empty  barrels,  1  00 


$ 308  86 


ALMSHOUSE  EXPENSE  ACCOUNT. 

Stock  on  hand  last  year, 

Paid  Geo.  Henry  Leonard,  Supt.,  salary, 

John  N.  Prouty,  groceries, 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  groceries, 

O.  H.  Lane,  meat, 

E.  R.  Leonard,  meat, 

Geo.  Henry  Leonard,  paid  for  fish, 

Charles  G.  Clapp.  rye, 

Daniel  A.  Woodward,  ice, 

S.  Lincoln,  soft  soap, 

Morse  &  Knowles,  materials  for  clothing. 

Geo.  Henry  Leonard,  clothing, 

Colby  Clothing  House,  clothing, 

C.  Howard  Lane,  shoes  for  inmates, 

George  O  Blandin,  mending  shoes, 

G.  H.  Leonard,  sundry  small  expenses, 

YVm.  G.  Allen,  M.  D.,  medical  attendance, 


$299  01 
300  00 
122  52 
143  90 
25  20 
25  64 
12  51 
6  75 
15  74 
2  00 
9  94 

4  00 
.50 

5  60 
.50 

9  95 
8  25 
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A.  M.  Hound,  M.  D.,  medical  attendance.  7  00 

Weir  Stove  Co.,  repairs  on  stove,  3  85 

G.  H.  &  S.  L.  Leonard,  grain,  70  26 

J.  S.  Wood,  grain,  47  75 

Earl  C.  White,  fertilizer,  82  90 

Henry  G.  Danforth,  ashes,  74  12 

Charles  G.  Clapp,  ploughing,  4  00 

John  Dempsey,  labor,  2  00 

Moses  Lincoln,  sawing  lumber,  2  46 

Loren  B.  Willis,  sawing  lumber,  1  30 

Loren  B.  Willis,  making  cider,  1  56 

G.  W.  Carpenter,  mending  harness,  .80 

George  Smith,  sharpening  saws,  1  00 

J.  S.  Wood,  lime  and  cement,  1  48 

F.  R.  Washburn,  rubber  buckets  for  pump,  1  20 

O.  I.  Holmes,  pigs,  5  00 

E.  Lyman  Briggs,  shoeing  horses,  etc.,  8  77 

George  T.  Crane,  blacksmith  work,  1  13 

George  E.  Makepeace,  paint  and  varnish,  6  43 

Henry  A.  Lincoln,  whitewashing,  2  50 


SI, 267.52 

Ck. 

Stock  on  hand  December  30,  1896,  $308  80 

Receipts  from  sales,  as  per  account,  155  82 

Expense  of  keeping  1,701  tramps,  255  15 

Expense  of  attending  with  hearse  at  ten  funerals,  25  00 
Support  of  three  and  eleven  twelfths  paupers,        522  75 


$1,267.52 

Expense  per  annum  for  each  pauper,  $133.47 
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NEW  WELL  AT  ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  Peter  Boulett,  digging  well,  $12  75 

A.  H.  Sweet,  pipe  for  well  curbing,  27  40 

Moses  Lincoln,  well  platform,  1  75 

Lester  D.  Blandin,  pumps,  pipe,  etc.,  49  68 

$91.58 


ALMSHOUSE  FURNISHINGS  ANE  INCIDENTALS. 

Paid  G.  F.  Butts,  house  furnishings,  $4  05 

Geo.  Henry  Leonard,  tools,        1  2  75 

Whiting  Nursery,  fruit  trees,  8  25 

Moses  Lincoln,  planing  lumber,  etc.,  3  25 

$18  30 


PAYMENT  OF  TEMPORARY  LOAN. 

Paid  State  Treasurer,  amount  of  notes,  $6,000  00 

Hicks  Reserve  Fund,  amount  of  notes,  985  97 

$6,985.97 

A  note  of  $1,000,  due  the  Bristol  County  National  Bank, 
still  remains  unpaid. 


ANNUAL  liEPORT.  19 

INTEREST  ON  LOANS. 

Paid  State  Treasurer,  interest,  $170  00 

Hicks  Reserve  Fund,  interest,  12  05 


$182  05 


NORTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


Paid  A.  H.  Sweet,  Treasurer,  amount  of 

appropriation,  $400  00 


MEMORIAL  DAY. 
Paid  Norton  Veteran  Association,  $60  00 


EXPENSE  OF  TOWN  HALL. 

Paid  C.  William  Old  field,  janitor,  $11  00 

William  C.  Clapp,  janitor,  4  00 

William  J.  White,  cleaning  hall,  8  00 

Daniel  L.  Hathaway,  cleaning  walks,  1  50 

J.  S.  Wood,  coal,  '  7  05 

J.  N.  Prouty,  kerosene,  etc.,  1  30 

Joseph  F.  Sweet,  repairs  on  roof,  8  10 

G.  E.  Makepeace,  painting  roof,  1  95 

Home  Furnishing  Co.,  repairs  on  furnaces,  16  00 
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Paid  Gr.  E.  Makepeace,  painting  voting  booth,  1  50 

Lester  D.  Blandin,  small  repairs,  .50 

$60  90 

Received  for  use  of  hall,  $10  00 


MEMORIAL  STONE  FOR  THE  GRAVE  OP  REV. 
JOSEPH  AVERY. 

Paid  Craig  &  Richards,  granite  monument,  $70  00 

Craig  &  Richards,  four  corner  bound  stones,  10  00 
Committee,  grading  and  seeding  lot,  4  40 

$84  40 


NORTON  CASES  IN  THE  DISTRICT  COURT. 
officers'  fees. 


Paid  Frank  A.  Clapp, 

Commonwealth  vs.  Peter  Leddy,  Jr., 

19  08 

Frank  A.  Clapp, 

Commonwealth  vs.  Joseph  Otis, 

6  51 

Frank  A.  Clapp, 

Commonwealth  vs.  Herman  Leonard, 

4  68 

Frank  A.  Clapp, 

Commonwealth  vs.  Alexander  Watts, 

8  26 

Frank  A.  Clapp, 

Commonwealth  vs.  Charles  H.  Field, 

3  98 
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Frank  A.  Clapp, 


Commonwealth 

vs. 

Liquor  of  Alexander 

Watts, 

$19  60 

Frank  A.  Clapp, 

Commonwealth 

vs. 

George  W.  Wilbur, 

3  49 

Alfred  B.  Hodges, 

Commonwealth 

vs. 

Orrin  H.  Golf, 

3  00 

Stephen  R.  Lincoln, 

Com  mon  wealth 

vs. 

Gustavus  L.  Wilbur, 

7  56 

Seth  R.  Briggs, 

Commonwealth 

vs. 

Ul ysses  Chamillard, 

6  54 

$72  70 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 


Paid  C.  T.  Oldfield,  selectman,  assessor  and 

overseer  of  the  poor,  $145  00 
Lester  D.  Blandin,  selectmen,  assessor  and 

overseer  of  the  poor,  115  00 
Savillion  H.  Bates,  selectmen,  assessor  and 

overseer  of  the  poor,  115  00 

Jacob  A.  Leonard,  town  clerk  and  treasurer,  125  00 

George  E.  Makepeace,  school  committee,  4  34 

C.  C.  Valentine,  school  committee,  4  40 

C.  I.  Crossman.  school  committee,  4  34 

George  E.  Smith,  school  committee,  4  34 

Daniel  O'Brien,  school  committee,  3  06 

Frank  L.  Lincoln,  school  committee,  4  34 

George  R.  Perry,  auditor,  2  00 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  collector  of  taxes,  27  50 
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Paid  George  E.  Wetherell,  registrar  of  voters,  $8  00 

Homer  L.  Lane,  registrar  of  voters,  8  00 

Josiah  E.  Woodward,  registrar  of  voters,  8  00 

Jacob  A.  Leonard,  registrar  of  voters,  10  00 
Frank  A.  Clapp,  constable,  warning  the 


spring  and  fall  town  meeting  and  at- 

tendance, 

9  50 

T,1               1           4                 1                                            til                                   *  1 

Lrank  A.  Clapp,  constable,  warning  special 

meeting, 

3  50 

Frank  A.  Clapp,  constable,  serving  the  dog 

warrant, 

5  00 

Jacob  A.  Leonard,  recording  births,  mar- 

riages, and  deaths, 

23  10 

George  K.  rerry,  moderator  at  annual 

meeting, 

5  00 

Josiah  E.  Woodward,  teller  at  the  spring 

meeting, 

1  00 

Nathaniel  H.  Wood,  teller  at  the  spring 

meeting, 

1  00 

Arlon  I.  Braman,  teller  at  the  spring 

meeting, 

1  00 

Charles  H.  Makepeace,  ballot  clerk  and  teller 

State  election, 

2  50 

George  L.  Wetherell,  ballot  clerk  and  teller 

at  State  election, 

2  50 

Nathaniel  H.  Wood,  ballot  clerk  at  State 

election, 

2  00 

Oren  E  Walker,  inspector  of  cattle. 

82  86 

Lester  D.  Blandin,  inspector  of  cattle, 

39  62 

William  A.  Lane,  truant  officer, 

7  95 

$774  85 
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INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 


Paid  John  S.  Sampson,  printing  reports  and 

warrants,  $55  05 
John  S.  Sampson,  printing  State  aid 

vouchers,  3  25 

John  S.  Sampson,  printing  reward  notices,  2  50 

John  S.  Sampson,  printing  tramp  cards,  '  2  00 
John  S.  Sampson,  printing  postal  tax 

notices,  9  25 

J.  F.  Barden,  Jr.,  printing  tramp  cards,  2  00 

P.  B.  Murphy,  dog  license  blanks,  1  50 

Fred.  Hallett  &  Co.,  assesors  notices,  1  50 

M.  R.  Warren,  blank  books,  2  25 

Sanford,  Saw  telle  &  Co.,  blank  books,  1  34 

F.  W.  R.  Emery,  re-binding  record  books,  8  00 

Jacob  A.  Leonard,  carfare,  postage,  etc.,  10  30 

C.  T.  Oldfield,  car  fare,  postage,  etc.,  11  68 

L  D.  Blandin,  car  fare,  postage,  etc.,  2  18 

William  A.  Lane,  car  fare,  postage,  etc.,  2  00 

Frank  A.  Clapp,  expressage,  3  50 
C.  T.  Oldfield,  expense  of  burying  dead 

animal,  1  20 
Jacob  A.  Leonard,  paying  for  returns  of 

births  and  deaths,  12  75 

Frank  A.  Clapp,  watching  night  of  July  3.  2  00 

Charles  L.  Wilbur,  waching  night  of  July  3.  2  00 

Selectmen,  expense  of  enforcing  liquor  laws,  76  40 
C.  T.  Oldlield,  transportation  of  State  aid 

visitor,  6  00 

Burt  J.  Tice,  school  incidentals,  1  71 

Burt  J.  Tice.  expense  of  hiring  teachers,  1  54 
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Paid  Ira  D.  Sherwood,  conveying  school  chil- 
dren in  1895,  6  45 

A.  B.  Hodges  &  Co.,  insuring  Sturdy  school  - 

house,  107  50 

C.  C.  Valentine,  cash  paid  for  sundry  ex- 
penses of  the  joint  school  district,  4  04 

Lloyd  E.  White,  attorney  for  Ira  D.  Sher- 
wood, for  damages  by  reason  of  a  breach 
of  contract  made  by  the  School  Commit- 
tee, 29  20 

$369  09 


RECAPITULATION. 


Repairs  of  highways  and  bridges, 

$3,017  63 

Support  of  schools, 

4,088  60 

School  supplies, 

270  49 

Repairs  of  school  houses, 

595  51 

Superintendent  of  schools. 

600  00 

State  aid, 

1,095  50 

Soldier's  buriaC 

35  00 

Soldiers'  relief, 

224  64 

Poor  belonging  to  other  towns, 

33  37 

Poor  out  of  the  almshouse, 

973  68 

Poor  in  the  almshouse, 

968  51 

Almshouse  furnishings  and  incidentals, 

18  30 

New  well  and  pump  at  the  almshouse, 

91  58 

Payment  of  temporary  loans, 

6,985  97 

Interest  on  temporary  loans, 

182  05 

Norton  Public  Library, 

400  00 
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Memorial  Day  exercises,  $60  00 

Expenses  of  Town  Hall,  60  90 

Memorial  stone  for  Rev.  Joseph  Avery,  84  40 

Norton  cases  in  the  District  Court,  72  70 

Town  officers,  774  85 

Incidental  expenses,  369  09 


$21,002  77 


APPROPRIATIONS. 

Roads  and  bridges,  $3,000  00 

Poor  and  incidentals,  2,500  00 

Support  of  schools,  2,750  00 

School  supplies,  300  00 

Superintendent  of  schools.  300  00 

Repairs  of  school  houses,  200  00 

Norton  Public  Library,  400  00 

Memorial  day  exercises,  60  00 
Stone  to  mark  the  grave  of  Rev.  Joseph  Avery,      100  00 

State  tax,  577  50 

County  tax,  1,361  97 

Overlayings,  286  48 


$11,835  95 
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In  addition  to  the  above  appropriations  made  at  the 
annual  meeting,  $400  was  borrowed  under  a  vote  of  the 
town,  passed  at  the  special  meeting  held  Oct.  5,  1896,  to 
be  expended  for  new  heating  and  ventilating  apparatus 
in  the  No.  1  schoolhonse  and  for  repairs  on  other  school- 
houses. 

CHARLES  T.  OLDFIELD, 
LESTER  D.  BLANDIN, 
SAVILLION  H.  BATES. 

Selectmen  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 
Norton,  January  5,  1897. 
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ASSESSORS'  REPORT. 


May  1,  1896. 


1895.  1896. 

Total  valuation  of  real  estate,  $669,075  $672,650 

Total  valuation  personal  estate,  122,210  113,775 


$791,285  $786,425 

Decrease  in  total  valuation  from  last  year,  $4,860  00 

Total  tax  committed  to  collector,  11,835  95 

Tax  or  rate  per  $1,000,  14  00 

Tax  on  each  poll,  2  00 

Number  polls  assessed,  413 

Number  of  horses  assessed,  345 

Number  of  cows  assessed,  267 

Number  of  other  neat  cattle  assessed,  69 

Number  of  sheep  assessed,  8 

Number  of  swine  assessed,  27 

Number  of  fowls  assessed,  4,493 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  taxed,  395 

Number  of  acres  of  land  taxed,  16,850 


CHARLES  T.  OLDFIELD, 
LESTER  D.  BLANDIN, 
SAVILLION  H.  BATES, 

Assessors  of  Norton. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


Dr. 


Cash  in  Treasury  January  11th,  1896,  $79  75 

Received  from  Trustees  of  Hicks  Reserve  Fund, 

borrowed  money,  485  97 

Received  from  Bristol  County  National  Bank, 

borrowed  money,  1,400  00 

Received  from  State  Treasurer,  borrowed  money,  6,000  00 
**  44    income  Mass.  school  fund,     335  35 

44  44    corporation  tax,  119  70 

44  "    National  Bank  tax,  752  11 

"    State  aid,  976  50 

44  44    for  cattle  inspection,  48  28 

"  44    on  account  Dist.  Supt.  of 

schools,  500  00 

Received  from  County  Treasurer  for  dog  fund,  378  91 
"  "  Town  of  Attleborough  pauper  aid,  1  50 
44         t4    Sharon,  pauper  aid,  5  00 

44    Rehoboth,       44  30  50 

"    Hicks  Trust  Fund,  120  00 

44    First  District  Court  for  fines,  150  00 

44  Edwin  H.  Evans,  sheriff,  for  fines,  6  13 
44  44  Oliver  H.  Lane,  butcher's  license,  1  00 
«         "    Everett  R.  Leonard,       44  1  00 

4*         44    Geo.  E.  Makepeace,  for  school  sup- 
plies sold,  1  87 
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Received  from  Charles  I.  Crossman,  for  lumber 

not  used  on  repairs  on  school  house  No.  4,  .75 
Received  from  C.  C.  Valentine,  for  lumber  not 

used  in  repairs  in  No.  2  school  house,  .50 
Received  from  John  Harvey,  for  lumber  not  used 

in  repairs  in  No.  7  school  house,  2  00 

Received  from  use  of  Town  Hall,  10  00 

'4         "    income  of  Town  Farm,  155  82 

"J.  Stephen  Wood,  collector  of 

taxes,  1895,  712  19 

Received  from  J.  Stephen  Wood,  collector  of 

taxes,  1896,  10,834  40 

$23,109  23 


Cr. 


Paid  sundry  persons  by  order  of  selectmen,  $21,002  77 

State  tax,  577  50 

County  tax,  1,361  97 

Abatement  of  taxes,  1895,  9  50 

1896,  10  55 

Cash  in  Treasury,  January  5,  1897,  146  94 


$23,109  23 

JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 

Town*  Treasurer. 
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Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the 


Dr.      TOWN  OF  NORTON,  TRUSTEE,  in  account 

To  amount  of  Trust  Fund,  Jan  11,  1896,  14,000  00 

Cash  on  hand  January  11,  1896,  58  52 

Cash  received  for  interest  on  bonds,  240  00 


$4,298  52 
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Hicks  Trust  and  Reserve  Funds. 


with  the  HICKS  TRUST  FUND.  Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Town  of  Norton,  care  of  fund,  $120  00 

C.  T.  Oldfield,  care  of  burial  lot,  31  42 
Charles  G.  Clapp  and  others,  im- 
provements on  lot  and  avenue,    147  10 
By  assets  to  balance  January  1,  1897  : 

Bonds  of  the  City  of  Danville,  111.,  4,000  00 


$4,298.52 
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Dr.       TOWN  OF  NORTON,  TRUSTEE,  in  account 

Income  and 


To  cash  received  for  rent  of  real  estate,  $750  00 

Interest  on  mortgage  notes,  285  35 

Interest  on  City  of  Chicago  bond,  20  00 

Interest  on  City  of  Bridgeport  bond,  40  00 

Interest  on  City  of  Everett  bond,  40  00 

Interest  on  Town  of  Mansfield  bonds,  300  00 

Interest  on  Town  of  Middleborough  bond,  40  00 

Interest  on  Town  of  Norton  note,  12  05 

Interest  on  deposit  in  Savings  Bank,  6  64 


$1,494  04 
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with  the  HICKS  RESERVE  FUND. 
Expense  Account. 


By  cash  paid  City  of  Boston,  taxes,  $73  53 

City  of  Boston,  water  rates,  20  00 

Union  Safe  Deposit  Co.,  rent  of  safe,  10  00 

Sundry  persons,  repairs  on  real  estate,  359  25 

F.  W.  Ryder  &  Son,  collecting  rent,  37  50 

Jacob  A.  Leonard,  services  and  expenses,  9  60 

C.  T.  Oldfield,           tk        u  6  04 

L.  D.  Blandin,           kt        u          "  2  05 

S  H.  Bates,               kt        "          "  2  05 

Premium  on  City  of  Bridgeport  bond,  60  00 
Accrued  interest  on  City  of  Bridgeport  bond,      15  11 

Gain  in  assets  as  shown  by  inventory,  898  91 


$1,494  04 
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INVENTORY  OF  ASSETS,  HICKS  RESERVE 
FUND. 


House  and  lot.  No.  89  Tyler  St.,  Boston,  $5,700  00 

15  Bonds,  Town  of  Mansfield,  7,500  00 

1  Bond,  City  of  Chicago,  500  00 

1  Bond,  City  of  Bridgeport,  1,000  00 

1  Bond,  City  of  Everett,  1,000  00 

1  Bond,  Town  of  Middleborough,  1,000  00 

2  Mortgage  notes,  Patrick  Martin,  1,000  00 
Mortgage  note,  Peter  Voorhees,  2,700  00 
Mortgage  note,  L.  C.  &  A.  C  He! vie,  1,800  00 
28  Shares  Atchison  Railway  Co.,  420  00 
Globe  Investment  Co.,  bond,  500  00 
Cash  deposited  in  savings  bank,  522  23 
Cash  on  hand,  412  33 


Total  assets  January  1,  1897,  $24,054.56 
Assets  January  11,  1896,  23,155  65 


Net  gain,  1898  91 


CHARLES  T.  OLDFIELD, 
LESTER  D.  BLANDIN, 
SAVILLION  H.  BATES. 

Selectmen. 

JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 

Treasurer. 


Trustees  of  the  Hicks  Trust  and  Reserve  Funds. 
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AUDITORS'  REPORT 

Of  the  Standing  of  the  Town,  Jan.  1,  1897. 


Dr. 

Amount  due  schools,  $  .15 

Amount  due  Highway  appropriation,  17  74 

Due  Bristol  County  Nat'l  Bank,  loans,  1,400  00 

To  balance  account,  1,066  93 


$2,484  82 

Cr. 

Amount  of  cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  $146  94 

Due  from  J.  Stephen  Wood,  Collector  1895,  175  96 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  Collector  1896,  1,001  55 

State  for  State  aid,  1,095  50 

State  for  soldier's  burial,            *  35  00 

City  of  Salem,  pauper  aid,  10  12 

Town  of  Middleborough,  pauper  aid,  18  00 

Town  of  Rehoboth,  pauper  aid,  1  75 


$2,484  82 

Net  balance  due  the  town  Jan.  1,  1897,  $1,066  93 

Net  balance  due  the  town  Jan.  1,  1896,  1,018  04 


Increase  of  surplus,  $48  89 

GEO.  R.  PERRY, 
GEO  H.  TALBOT, 

Auditors. 

Norton,  January  5,  1897. 
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BURIAL  FUNDS. 

Town  of  Norton  in  Account  with  the  Same 
Norton  Common  Cemetery  Fund. 
Dr. 

Jan.  1st,  1896.    Amount  invested  in  said  fund,     $750  00 
44     14      44       Cash  on  hand,  18 18 

44     "    1897.    Cash  received  for  interest,  3102 


$799  20 

Morse  Burial  Fund. 
Dr. 

Jan.  1st,  1896.    Amount  invested  in  said  fund,       $75  00 
"     44    1897.    Cash  received  for  interest,  4  58 


$79  58 

August  11,  1896.  Received  from  Gardner  B.  Perry, 
of  Newport,  R.  I.,  the  sum  of  Fifty  dollars,  the  income 
of  which  is  to  be  expended  in  taking  care  of  the  burial 
lot  of  Nathan  and  Phebe  B  Perry  in  the  Norton  Common 
Cemetery.  The  same  is  now  deposited  in  the  Taunton 
Savings  Bank  as  the  Perry  Fund. 
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CR, 

Paid  out  by  order  of  Selectmen  : 

Nov.  3,  1896.    Nathaniel  N.  Wood,  for  painting 

gates,  $1  20 

Nov.  7,  1896.    Stillman  A.  Wetherell,  for  mow- 
ing grass,  15  60 

Jan.  1,  1897.    Invested  in  Taunton  Sav.  Bank,       750  0(> 
"    "     "       Cash  on  deposit  to  balance,  32  40 

1799  20 


Cr. 

Paid  out  by  order  of  Selectmen  : 
Oct,  28.  1896.    Charles  T.  Oldfield  for  paying 
for  the  care  and  improvement  of  the 
Knapp  burial  lot,  $4  60 

Jan.  1,  1897.    Invested  in  Taunton  Savings  Bank,    75  08 

$79  58 

JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 

Town  Treasurer. 

Norton,  January  5,  1897. 
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LIST  OF  TAXES  NOT  PAID  JANUARY  1.  1S97. 


Allen,  Heirs  of  Ira  W., 

Barney,  Richmond 

QK 

Brady,  heirs  of  Charles  H. 

1  TK 

1  to 

±5rauy,  1  nomas  r. 

<±  1  1  1 

Briggs,  Arthur  L. 

Ci 

2  00 

Chace,  Chester  B. 

ft  OK 

o  85 

Cobb,  heirs  or  Daniel  o. 

iO  /^K 

43  75 

Cole,  Seneca 

O  1  A 

J  10 

Cosgrove,  Patrick  F. 

1  40 

Coyle,  James 

oO  OU 

Coyle,  John  r . 

Ci  /  w\ 

2  00 

Coyle,  Joseph 

2  00 

Crane,  Albert  0. 

23  80 

Davis,  Charles 

18  10 

Dean,  Calvin  G. 

13  65 

Dennis,  George  P. 

2  00 

Eddy,  Walter  u. 

Ci  r\rv 

2  00 

nil         *          _  ci 

Ells,  Amos  S. 

2  00 

*argo,  Edwin  A. 

2  70 

T7V     111*              i!    T»      i  1  1 

Field,  heirs  or  Rathburn 

5  60 

T7* '        j_    TVT      <.  I              1     T"»         1           p      a   i  j  1     1  l 

First  National  Bank  or  Attleborongh, 

185  50 

Foster,  heirs  of  Elva  B. 

Ci  -i  /  V 

2  10 

Foster,  Walter  E. 

30  70 

Galligan,  John  M. 

13  90 

Gilroy,  T.  Francis 

2  00 

Gleaves,  James 

5  60 

Groves,  Walter  E. 

3  40 

Hamilton,  Albert  L. 

2  70 

Hamlin,  James  B. 

9  45 

Hawes,  Thomas 

.35 
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Hodges,  Henry  M. 

$1  40 

TT      J                U     *             i'    \|  * 

Hodges,  heirs  or  Newton, 

3  85 

Hodges,  Samuel 

54  50 

Hunt,  trank  I). 

29  30 

King,  William  A. 

10  75 

Kingsley,  Charles  E. 

18  45 

Kirby,  William  R.  and  Harriet  E. 

18  45 

Lane,  Elmer  E. 

3  40 

Leonard,  Alden  H. 

67  10 

Lincoln,  Albert  L. 

4  20 

Lincoln,  Amos  N. 

i  90 

Lincoln,  Frederic  M. 

.35 

Lincoln,  Herman  A. 

2  45 

Lincoln,  Luther 

2  80 

Lincoln,  Orrin  F. 

11  45 

Lincoln,  ralmer 

2  45 

Lincoln,  Samuel  S. 

5  25 

Lothrop,  Eliza  J. 

2  10 

Marley,  Michael 

16  70 

Mathewson,  John 

3  85 

McCann,  William  H. 

.35 

Ik  f            ~1            1*                  t*     ik  IS           a  1 

Meade,  heirs  of  Martha  C. 

10  50 

Nickerson,  Benjamin  E. 

3  50 

Norton  Cranberry  Bog  Co., 

oo  80 

0'  Brien,  heirs  of  Edward 

18  90 

O'Brien,  Edward,  Jr. 

2  00 

O'Brien,  Joseph 

2  00 

Parris,  Delia  W. 

2  80 

Patten,  Enos 

19  50 

Pierce,  George  B. 

3  05 

Pizer,  Elwin  H. 

2  00 

Pizer,  Frederic  G. 

2  00 

40 
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Pizer,  E  H.  and  F.  G. 

15  40 

Pizer,  Walter  F. 

2  00 

Pratt,  Augustus  L. 

.35 

Pratt,  Vashti 

6  30 

Pryor,  heirs  of  David 

.70 

Rathbone,  Julian 

4  20 

Reynolds,  Patrick 

3  15 

Round,  George 

.35 

Sampson,  William  H. 

2  00 

Short,  John  H. 

17  50 

Skinner,  George  S.  G. 

2  70 

Smith,  Ida  M. 

2  10 

Smith,  heirs  of  Peter 

8  05 

Taylor,  Elisha  I. 

2  35 

Taylor,  Frank  L. 

2  00 

Thayer,  Otis  A. 

19  25 

Thompson,  Joseph 

2  00 

Tucker,  estate  of  Albert  W. 

1  40 

Tucker,  Zachery  T. 

2  70 

White,  Albert  W. 

2  35 

White,  Eugene, 

2  70 

White,  Willard, 

2  00 

White,  William  J. 

16  70 

f  17  •11                   TT         1            ±  TT 

Wilbur,  Herbert  H. 

2  00 

Wilbur,  Lewis 

2  00 

Wilbur,  Charles  F. 

3  85 

Wilbur,  Nancy  J. 

10  85 

Wilbur,  Oren 

2  00 

Williams,  George  W. 

3  05 

Williams,  Henry  A. 

2  00 

Wilkins,  heirs  of  Rachel  W. 

.70 

Woodward,  Alfred  W. 

7.00 
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Woodward,  Edgar  E 

,35 

Woodward,  Harriet  A. 

2  80 

WJ  ns^ri  tito  yr\  T— T  o  vim  o  t    A      o  nn    ivTfo      WT  A 
VV  UU  LlWclIU,    Ildl  J  1 1:  l       .   dl  J  LI   1V1 J  fe.     \  V  . 

A/1  «1  11       11  tiO  <"/3T»  1 

1V1  cl  I  Kj  IlHb  tej ,  1  UU 

Woodward,  Herbert 

23  35 

$1,001  55 

TAXES  OF  1895  NOT  PAID. 

All              1*             J?T  \\T 

Allen,  heirs  01  Ira  W. 

$  7  14 

-  Cosgrove,  Patrick  F. 

*     1  36 

Gleaves,  James 

5  44 

Hamlin,  James  B. 

12  92 

Hodges,  Henry  M. 

1  36 

Hodges,  Samuel 

55  04 

Leonard,  Alden  H. 

65  92 

ISickerson,  Benjamin  C. 

3  40 

Pryor,  heirs  of  David 

68 

Rathbone,  Julian 

4  08 

Reynolds,  Patrick 

3  06 

Round,  George 

.34 

Watson,  Joseph 

2  00 

Watson,  Samuel  H. 

2  34 

$175  96 

Total  amount  of  taxes  due  from  the  collector,     $1,177  51 
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LIST  OF  JURORS. 


PRESENTED  TO  THE  ToWN  BY  THE  SELECTMEN  FOR  AC- 
CEPTANCE AT  THEIR  ANNUAL  MEETING,  MARCH  1,  1897. 


Lester  D.  Blandin, 

J.  Ervins:  Brings, 

sawyer. 

farmer. 

Theodore  C.  Carver, 

C.  Walter  Clapp, 

farmer. 

steam  engineer. 

Erastus  B.  Codding, 

Alison  J.  Cowles, 

farmer. 

teamster. 

Alonzo  L.  Eddy, 

Charles  A.  Freeman, 

-  teamster. 

butcher. 

Henry  S.  Freeman, 

Nathaniel  E.  Freeman, 

teamster. 

grocery  clerk. 

William  A.  Hay  Ward, 

Frank  D.  Hunt, 

real  estate  agent. 

farmer. 

Oliver  H.  Lane, 

Charles  P.  Leonard, 

butcher. 

farmer. 

Jacob  A.  Leonard, 

Chauncy  L.  Lincoln, 

farmer. 

teamster. 

Lloyd  S.  Lincoln, 

Michael  L.  Marley, 

farmer. 

jeweler. 

diaries  T.  Oldfield, 

Ruel  L.  Robinson, 

farmer. 

wheelwright. 

Jo^ph  F.  Sweet, 

George  L.  Wetherell, 

eaipenter. 

farmer. 
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Thomas  B.  Wetherell,         William  D.  Withorell, 

pattern  maker.  farmer. 
Oliver  A.  White,  George  P.  Woodward, 

box  maker.  farmer. 
Josiah  E.  Woodward, 
sawyer. 
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BIRTHS  RECORDED  IN  NORTON  1896 


Date. 

Name. 

Sex. 

Name  of  Parents. 

T  „  „ 

Jan. 

1(3. 

Alice  Marion  Gale, 

F 

1  llVMllilo   1 1 1 J  V.  L   V'tti.  ClJA    1  '  ■ 

r  eu. 

Q 

Avery  Eddy  Foster, 

M 

vv  axiei  ±v,  irene  ivi.  ±j. 

« i 

1  A 

Alice  Arline  Plunkett, 

F 

"Pdfviplr  PTllon 

Zv. 

Doris  Louise  Lane. 

F 

TTntYi^i1  T      AT 'iTir 
XlUllltJl  aj.,  iXLoiiy  Jli. 

Mar. 

1 

1. 

Margaret  Reid  Richmond, 

F 

uoulgo  11.,  Ag Ilea  .fi.. 

er 
0. 

Harold  Dewing  Prouty, 

M 

.Tolin  AT      Alipp  IT 

*J  LfilJl    L.\  •  ,     XlllvU  XX. 

u 

p. 

y. 

Mildred  Lounizar  Titus 

F 

vreoige       iviaiy  Lj. 

I t 

OA 
ZD. 

Irma  Beatrice  Colburn, 

F 

JCiaiJK  O.,  liclJd  Hi. 

Apr. 

oc 

2o. 

Gladys  Evelin  Beatrice  Wilbur,  f 

fipnvrrp  XV     Pm-ci  V 
VxoUlJ^c   V V  . ,  v^Ul  a  X1. 

May 

e 
o. 

Mildred  Augusta  Hooper, 

F 

John,  Jennie. 

June 

4. 

Edward  Renouf  Caswell, 

M 

V^llftllOb   XJ.,   Alll/C  11., 

26. 

Maude  Edna  Chase, 

F 

V^llCoLol   JD.  Ortlclll  J.. 

July 

1. 

Etta  Jane  White, 

F 

AioeiL  >v.,  ivimme  Hi. 

Q1 

ox. 

Myrtis  Frances  Keene, 

F 

TTvorl  ovi  n  Lr             \I1titiip  Cl 

r  icuciiUK          I'-Hiiiiic  \J . 

Aug. 

1. 

Agnes  Irene  Smith, 

F 

Ci-f>rivcre>  T.      A  trnps  Tfl 

\JCULgC  XJ.  ,   IlglJC>  JJJ. 

1  o 
It). 

Bernice  Irene  Lane 

F 

OK 

zo. 

Mildred  Cooley  Field, 

F 

Rrwwpll  "P.     Sarah  F 

IVUoVVCil  JJj.  ,   0<11  till  Hi. 

Sept. 

Z. 

Annie  Madaline  Lincoln, 

F 

6. 

Maurice  Win  field  Leonard, 

M 

oiiiion,  r lorence  i>. 

9. 

Irene  Norton  Tillinghast, 

F 

Henry  C,  Annie  E. 

OA 

30. 

Lillian  Emma  Cobb, 

F 

v^nanes  x1.,  ijiiiian  ivi. 

30. 

WiUiam  Adair  McLehose, 

M 

WilliQm  W      T  17710  vt 

vviinain  vv.,  juizzie  tv. 

Oct. 

23. 

Edward  Rollings  Gwilliam, 

M 

Thomas,  Mary. 

23. 

 La1  Rock; 

F 

Napoleon,  Mary  L. 

24. 

Edna  Lee  Sampson, 

F 

William  H.,  Lydia  E. 

30. 

Parker  Everett  Carpenter, 

M 

George  W.,  Cora  P. 

Nov. 

26. 

Hazel  May  Fiske, 

F 

Frank  E.,  Cora  M. 

(i 

29. 

Ruth  Elizabeth  Crossman, 

F 

Charles  I.,  Mary  H. 

Dec. 

2. 

Doris  Leonard  Wood, 

F 

Walter  C.  S.,  Lizzie  H. 

5. 

 Leonard, 

F 

Roland  E.,  Frances  E. 

26. 

Everett  Clarkson, 

M 

Richard,  Frances, 

Whole  number  31.    Males,  8;  Females,  23. 

JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 


Town  Clerk. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


45 


MARRIAGES  RECORDED  IN  NORTON,  1890. 


Date. 

Name. 

Residence. 

Jan. 

i. 

James  Edson  Hoi  man, 

Taunton. 

Lottie  May  Willis, 

Norton. 

Feb. 

20. 

Walter  C.  S.  Wood, 

Norton. 

Lizzzie  H.  Leonard, 

Norton. 

April 

8. 

Austin  M.  Sweet, 

Norton. 

Mary  A.  Oowles, 

Norton. 

June 

29. 

Michael  Campion, 

Taunton 

Mary  E.  McCabe. 

Norton 

June  30. 

Willard  E.  Leonard, 

Norton. 

Fannie  J.  Wood, 

Norton. 

Aug. 

12. 

Joseph  C.  Fitzgerald, 

Norton. 

Catherine  Milet, 

Waltham. 

Aug. 

28. 

S.  Abbott  Smith, 

Norton. 

Clara  E.  Walker, 

Woolwich,  J  re. 

Sept. 

9. 

Kingman  A.  White, 

Norton. 

Sarah  J .  King, 

Norton. 

Sept. 

24. 

Walter  Howard  Talbot, 

Norton. 

Jessie  Potter  Mattocks, 

Norton. 

Oct. 

14. 

Savillion  H.  Bates, 

Norton. 

Harriet  W.  Tucker, 

Norton. 

Oct. 

20. 

Joseph  Draper, 

Norton. 

Mary  E.  Horton, 

Attleboro. 

Nov. 

17. 

Michael  L.  Marley, 

Norton. 

Harriet  May, 

Fall  River. 

Nov. 

26. 

Channing  Brettun, 

Norton. 

Nellie  M.  Leonard, 

Taunton. 

Dec. 

2. 

Joseph  A.  Bottomley, 

Norton. 

Fannie  A.  Curtis, 

Norton. 
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Dec.  10.    Frank  T.  Drew,  Norton. 

Mabel  E.  Lincoln,  Norton. 

Dec.  24.    Walter  Herbert  Hackett,  Taunton. 

Sallie  Belle  Willis,  Norton, 

Dec.  27.    Andrew  Casej^,  Norton. 

Ruth  Ann  Washburn,  Norton. 

Whole  number  17 

JACOB  A.  LEONARD. 

Town  Clerk. 
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DEATHS  RECORDED  IN  NORTON,  1800. 


Date. 

Name. 

Cause  of  Death 

Yi{. 

Mo. 

Ds. 

Feb.  9. 

Garth  Galbrath  Young,  .Congestion  of  brain 

3 

11 

20 

Mar.  24. 

Elizabeth  B.  Wild, 

Pulmonary  consumption. 

,  69 

3 

25 

Apr.  25. 

Jeremiah  S.  Keach, 

Pneumonia, 

83 

4 

4 

"  27 

Sally  R.  Leonard. 

Pneumonia, 

74 

4 

May  4. 

Fanny  D.  Thompson, 

Conges'n  of  lungs  lit.  fail.  79 

;,21 

•*  6. 

Asenath  Sweet, 

Broncho,  pneumonia, 

71 

11 

20 

"  24. 

Lloyd  C.  Pike, 

Accidt'l  gun  shot  wound  ,18 

<o 

22 

June  21. 

Abby  J.  Woodward. 

Paralysis, 

60 

"  28. 

George  M.  Sweet, 

Paralysis  and  Inanition, 

88 

3 

16 

July  6. 

Edwin  F.  Thurber, 

Alcholism. 

55 

2 

"  31. 

Ann  Eliza  Braman, 

Apoplexy, 

81 

4 

5 

Aug.  2. 

Lucilda  B.  Draper, 

Old  age, 

87 

5 

2 

"  11 
n. 

Lulu  Elliott, 

Exhaustion  from  heart, 

1 

o 

a 

1 1 

"  11. 

Susan  Smith, 

Dysentery, 

74 

0 

Sept.  27. 

Lucian  E.  Francis, 

Meningitis, 

56 

7 

21 

Oct.  11. 

Etta  M.  Morse, 

Child  birth, 

16 

2:5 

"  23. 

 La'Rock, 

Still  born, 

Nov.  16. 

Maurice  Winfield  Leonard,  Skin  disease, 

2 

10 

"  19. 

Elijah  Haskell, 

Cystitis, 

74 

6 

7 

M  29. 

Mary  E.  Wood, 

Sarcoma, 

57 

7 

28 

Dec.  5. 

Esther  W.  Rriggs, 

Frost  bite  conges'n  lung 

s  86 

3 

5 

Whole  number  21. 

Males,  8;  Females,  13. 

JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 


Toivn  Clerk. 
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...  OF  THE  .  .  . 

School  Committee 

...  OF  THE  .  .  . 

TOWN-  OF  NORTON, 

For  the  Year  Ending  Dec.  31st,  1896. 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


TERM  EXPIRES  1897. 

CHAS.  E.  MAKEPEACE,  FRANK.  L.  LINCOLN, 
CHAS.  C.  VALENTINE,     *GEORGE  E.  SMITH. 


TERM  EXPIRES  1898. 

MATTHEW  YOUNG,        CHARLES  I.  CROSSMAN, 
DANIEL  O'BRIEN. 


TERM  EXPIRES  1899. 

WILLIAM  E.  PAYSON,  ALONZO  L.  EDDY. 

GEORGE  E.  MAKEPEACE,  Chairman. 
WM.  E.  PAYSON,  Secretary. 
A.  B.  COLE,  Superintendent. 


*Mr.  Smith  was  elected  to  serve  the  unexpired  year  in  place  of  James 
E.  Thorndyke,  removed  from  town. 
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REPORT. 


The  report  of  the  School  Committee  of  Norton,  for  the 
year  ending  Deo,  31,  1896,  is  herewith  submitted. 

In  reviewing  the  year's  labor,  your  committee  feel  jus- 
tified in  believing  that  good  work  has  been  done:  That 
an  earnest  interest  in  our  schools  is  still  unabated,  and 
increasing,  is  attested  by  the  report  of  the  number  of  vis- 
itors during  the  year.  The  enrollment  and  membership 
is  well  up  to  former  years.  The  great  cause  of  regret  is 
the  increase  in  tardiness  and  dismissals.  This  is  a  grave 
fault,  and  while  interfering  with  the  discipline  and  morale 
of  the  school,  tends  to  lead  to  habits  in  the  scholar,  that 
will  handicap  him  through  life. 

As  required  by  statute,  your  committee  met  the  Wren- 
tham  committee  in  joint  meeting  ,  and  elected  Mr.  A.  B. 
Cole  Superintendent  of  Schools.  A  change  in  this  office 
seemed  desirable  to  the  majority,  and  the  services  of  Mr. 
Cole  in  the  two  terms  he  has  had  charge,  show  him  to  be 
a  conscientious,  capable  and  systematic  worker.  The 
work  of  a  newly  elected  superintendent  cannot  fairly  be 
considered  to  commence  till  the  beginning  of  the  Fall 
term,  though  chosen  in  the  middle  of  the  Spring  term. 
Preliminary  work,  viz  : — laying  out  courses  of  study,  ar- 
ranging supplies,  examination  of  teachers,  and  many 
other  details  are  hardly  finished  before  the  fall.    In  the 
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coming  year  we  look  for  marked  improvement.  We  rec- 
ommend the  careful  reading  of  our  superintendent's  report 
covering  thoroughly,  points  on  which  every  parent  should 
take  an  abiding  interest. 

At  the  meetings  of  your  board  the  regular  routine  busi- 
ness has  been  undisturbed,  except  in  one  or  two  instances, 
the  one  of  main  importance  being  the  requirement  of  the 
state  for  an  improved  heating  plant  in  the  No.  1  School 
House.  As  there  was  no  appropriation  to  cover  this,  it 
was  thought  advisable  to  ask  the  Town  through  a  Special 
Town  Meeting  to  appropriate  the  necessary  funds,  which 
was  done.  The  total  cost  will  be  seen  by  reference  to 
financial  report  herewith.  The  work  has  been  thoroughly 
done,  and  without  question  a  great  improvement  has  been 
made.  Your  committee  in  this  have  endeavored  step  by 
step  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  Town.  An  aggrava- 
ted case  of  tiuancy  has  been  dealt  with  according  to 
law,  and  Mr.  George  E  Smith  was  elected  in  joint  Meet- 
ing with  the  selectmen  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the 
resignation  of  Mr,  Jas.  N.  Thorndyke.  The  Main  School 
Buildings  are  all  in  fair  repair.  The  building  in  District 
No.  3  has  required  considerable  outlay,  but  it  was  a 
necessary  expense  and  could  not  be  well  avoided.  The 
out-buildings  in  some  Districts  should  receive  attention 
not  being  in  some  cases  all  that  could  be  desired. 

The  town  can  be  congratulated,  (and  at  the  same  time 
forgive  the  conceit  of  its  servants  in  stating  it,)  on  having 
its  committee,  working  in  full  accord  and  harmony  on  all 
questions  relating  to  public  interest,  not  to  speak  of  their 
ndividual  confidence  and  respect  for  one  another. 

The  time  has  come  when  your  committee  must  speak 
concerning  the  necessity  of  a  larger  appropriation  for  sup- 
port of  schools.    From  the  financial  statement  it  will  be 
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seen  that  the  old  fund  we  formerly  had  in  hand,  amount- 
ing to  nearly  two  thousand  dollars  some  years  ago,  has 
been  wiped  out,  and  at  the  present  rate  of  onr  school  re- 
quirements a  deficit  will  appear  in  the  next  year's  report, 
unless  an  additional  appropriation  is  made.  The  cost  of 
High  School  tuition  the  past  year  has  been  $338.50,  (four 
years  ago  we  had  nothing  to  pay. )  The  expense  of  the 
ten  schools  was  $400.00  in  excess  of  the  amount  required 
two  years  ago.  If  no  provision  is  made  for  this  excess  of 
expenditure,  we  can  confidently  predict  that  the  town 
will  witness  the  humiliating  condition  of  being  unable  to 
to  pay  its  bills  for  support  of  schools.  Can  we  wish  such 
a  state  of  affairs?  There  seems  no  possible  alternative 
than  to  meet  this  expense.  No  plan  ol\  retrenchment  is 
feasible  if  the  schools  are  to  be  kept  up  toj  the  present 
standard,  and  the  requirements  of  the  Statutes  complied 
with,  and  until  the  State  comes  to  our  relief,  as  it  should 
do,  we  must  grin  and  bear  it.  Thirty-three  per  cent,  of 
our  town's  expenses  are  for  the  education  of  our  boys 
and  girls,  and  this  is  the  ratio  in  most  of  the  towns  in 
our  State. 

In  closing  we  would  say  that  the  Public  Library  in  its 
late  purchases  has  included  ;  ome  valuable  desk  books 
and  guides  for  teachers,  as  well  as  offered  increased  facil. 
ities  for  circulation  of  reading  in  the  schools.  A  plan 
for  vocal  music  by  a  trained  teacher  has  been  submitted  to 
the  committee,  and  if  an  appropriation  sufficient  is  made 
we  hope  to  incorporate  such  instruction  in  the  school 
course. 
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We  recommend  the  following  appropriations  : 
For  support  of  schools,  $3500  00 

salary  of  superintendent,  300  00 
school  supplies,  300  00 

repairs  of  school  houses,         250  00 
The  report  of  the  superintendent  and  Financial  state- 
ment follows. 

For  the  Committee, 

WM.  E.  PAYSON, 

Secretary. 
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REPORT 

 OF  

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Norton  : 

This  annual  report  on  the  condition  of  your  schools  is 
respectfully  submitted. 

Having  been  connected  with  your  schools  only  a  frac 
tional  part  of  a  year,  I  am  unable  to  state  whether  they 
have  made  good  progress  throughout  the  entire  year  or 
not.  Judging,  however,  from  general  appearances  there 
seems  to  have  been  good  improvement.  Compared  with 
other  schools  of  equal  conditions,  I  think  the  people  of 
Norton  may  congratulate  themselves  that,  their  money 
has  been  so  well  and  faithfully  applied.  While  it  is  not 
possible  to  do  the  work  of  city  schools  in  a  town  like 
Norton,  yet  it  does  not  follow  that  because  such  good 
showing  is  not  made  in  one  or  two  lines  of  work,  there  is 
not  as  good  work  done  in  other  lines.  And  this  is  espe- 
cially true  of  those  branches  which  may  properly  be 
denominated  the  "bread  and  butter"  studies.  It  is  a 
fact  that  our  country  schools  do  as  good  work  in  these 
branches  as  do  the  average  city  schools. 
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Oar  country  children  cannot  make  so  good  a  show  usu- 
ally as  can  their  city  cousins,  but  when  we  get  beneath 
the  show  and  are  searching  for  substance,  the  country  boy 
or  girl  is  usually  on  a  par  or  ahead  of  the  city  child.  To 
prove  this,  take  the  successful  business  men  of  our  cities 
and  how  many  do  we  find  who  were  born  and  reared  on 
the  farm  while  their  clerks  were  the  bright  and  showy  city 
students ! 

I  believe,  first  of  all.  that  our  schools  should  be  practi- 
cal, devoid  wholly  of  those  fads  and  foibles  which  are  too 
crowded  into  them  to  the  detriment  of  the  necessary 
studies. 

The  first  question  to  be  asked  concerning  every  new 
subject  that  comes  up  for  consultation  should  be,  "What 
bearing  does  it  have  on  the  other  studies  or  of  what  prac 
tical  benefit  is  it  to  be  to  the  child  V  If  these  questions 
cannot  be  answTered  satisfactorily,  then  the  least  we  have 
to  do  with  the  subject  the  better  for  ourselves  and  the 
children.  School  life  in  these  days  is  too  short  to  be 
wasted  in  experiments  or  fads 

There  is  a  tendency,  however,  to  imitate  the  work  of 
the  larger  cities  and  the  result  is  that  our  rural  schools 
are  often  brought  into  disrepute.  To  expect  the  same 
work  either-in  kind  or  quantity  accomplished  in  a  school 
of  eight  grades,  that  is  produced  in  a  school  of  one  grade 
would  be  most  unjust.  Then  again  the  frequency  with 
which  we  change  teachers  in  the  country  is  an  evil  which 
is  a  hardship  to  the  schools.  To  a  certain  extent  this  is 
overcome  by  the  present  method  of  school  supervision, 
since  the  pupils  are  expected  to  do  a  certain  amount  of 
work  in  a  defined  time  and  therefore  a  new  teacher  has 
only  to  become  acquainted  with  the  children  and  to  learn 
from  hearing  them  recite  a  few  times  the  method  of  in- 
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struction  of  her  predecessor  and  she  is  able  to  go  on  with- 
out much  loss  of  time.  By  this  means  our  children  are 
every  year  advancing,  and  though  they  are  not  able  to 
cover  as  much  ground  as  the  city  scholars,  nevertheless, 
at  the  end  of  the  year  they  stand  equally  well  in  the 
principal  studies.  This  may  be  easily  understood  from 
the  fact  that  all  the  energies  are  devoted  to  these  so-called 
bread-and-butter  studies  and  no  ^time  scarcely  on  the 
extras.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  however,  that  our  teachers 
do  not  remain  longer  in  one  position,  but  so  long  as  the 
cities  pay  higher  salaries  than  the  towns  and  demand  ex. 
perienced  teachers  on\y,  so  long  will  the  schools  in  the 
country  be  practice  schools  for  those  teachers  until  they 
shall  have  gained  the  required  experience  to  enable  them 
to  obtain  a  city  position. 

There  are  many  reasons  why  teachers  desire  this 
change. 

First — An  increase  of  salary. 

Second — Better  buildings. 

Third — More  material  with  which  to  labor. 

Fourth — One  grade  usually,  hence  less  work. 

Fifth — They  are  not  brought  so  closely  into  contact 
with  the  people  at  large  and  hence  are  free  from  much 
adverse  criticism,  so  discouraging  to  the  country  teacher. 

It  is  a  fact  that  many  most  excellent  teachers  are 
driven  from  the  ranks  into  other  vocations  because  they 
are  not  willing  to  be  unjustly  criticized  when  conscien- 
tiously devoting  their  whole  energy  to  their  work. 

There  are  some  advantages  to  be  gained  in  the  un- 
graded school  which  are  lost  to  the  pupils  of  closely 
graded  schools.  In  our  ungraded  schools  children  learn 
much  from  hearing  the  others  recite  and  so  the  smaller 
children  are  in  a  way  prepared  for  their  work  by  having 
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heard  the  older  ones  recite,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
older  ones  are  having  a  constant  review  by  hearing  the 
younger  pupils  taught. 

In  the  closely  graded  school  these  advantages  are  lost, 
and  we  all  know  how  constant  repetition  fixes  a  thing 
firmly  in  our  minds.  This,  in  a  measure,  explains  why 
our  country  children  are  so  much  better  drilled  than  the 
city  children  of  the  same  age  seem  to  be.  They  have  not 
taken  so  many  subjects,  not  covered  so  much  surface,  but 
what  they  know  is  known  more  thoroughly. 

My  own  active  work  in  the  schools  commenced  at  the 
beginning  of  the  fall  term.  During  the  few  weeks  of 
the  spring  term  that  I  was  present,  I  studied  the  schools, 
learning  the  methods  of  my  predecessor  and  trying  to  get 
a  thorough  understanding  of  the  needs.  A  course  of 
study  has  been  outlined  and  all  the  schools  are  working 
upon  it.  In  this  way  only  can  good  results  be  obtained. 
There  must  be  the  same  system  in  school  work  that  there 
is  in  any  other  business. 

"  Haphazard  teaching  never  reaches  any  degree  of  ex- 
cellence, no  matter  how  spirited  it  may  be  at  times;  but 
a  graduated  plan,  developed  by  successive  steps,  closely 
related  and  logically  arranged,  will,  if  energetically  pur- 
sued, produce  wonderful  results.  Under  such  stimulus 
every  stroke  counts,  and  there  is  no  lost  motion." 
(Supt.  Greenwood,  Kansas  City.) 

So  many  branches  must  now  be  taught  and  so  little 
time  is  allowed  in  which  to  teach  them  that  the  methods 
employed  must  be  not  only  those  which  shall  cover  the 
required  work,  but  which  shall  leave  their  faithful  im- 
press upon  the  child. 

Very  few  who  have  not  kept  in  touch  with  educational 
work  have  any  idea  of  the  great  changes  in  the  methods 
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of  instruction  during  the  last  quarter  of  a  century.  As 
business  conditions  have  changed,  so  have  the  schools. 
As  experience  has  made  men  wiser  in  other  professions, 
so  it  has  in  teaching. 

To  treat  the  mental  part  of  the  child  by  the  methods  of 
fifty  years  ago  would  be  as  great  a  folly  as  to  employ  a 
physician  to  treat  the  physical  part  by  the  methods  then 
in  vogue.  And  yet  this  is  often  the  case.  Men  can  see 
on  every  hand  the  vast  improvement  in  the  conduct  of 
business;  the  great  progress  in  the  schools  of  medicine, 
science  and  law,  and  yet  be  blind  to  the  cause  why  the 
public  schools  should  ever  change  their  methods. 

As  the  number  of  studies  has  increased,  the  average 
age  of  the  pupils  has  decreased.  This,  in  a  measure,  has 
been  compensated  by  an  increase  in  the  length  of  the 
school  year  and  the  substitution  of  three  terms  for  two. 

Several  influences  have  conspired  to  reduce  the  aver- 
age age  of  the  pupils 

First,  the  great  increase  in  business,  especially  in 
manufacturing  industries,  and  the  high  wages  paid, 
which  have  been  an  inducement  for  children  to  work. 

Secondly,  the  expense  of  living  is  much  greater  than 
formerly,  for  owing  to  facilities  for  transportation,  people 
travel  more,  hence  must  earn  more. 

Third,  and  by  no  means  the  least  important,  has  been 
the  employment  of  female  teachers  throughout  the  year, 
thus  lowering  the  dignity  of  the  school,  in  the  minds  of 
the  young  men  particularly.  To-day  it  is  the  exceptiou 
rather  than  the  rule,  to  find  in  our  rural  schools  a  pupil 
who  has  attained  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  With  all  these 
disadvantages,  it  is  the  earnest  endeavor  of  those  con- 
nected with  school  work  and  making  a  study  ot  it,  to  see 
that   these   children  go  from  our  schools   with  such 
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foundations  that  they  shall  make  honest,  intelligent 
citizens. 

And  here  a  word  may  be  said  regarding  teachers. 

Teaching  is  fast  becoming  a  profession  rather  than  an 
employment  or  makeshift  to  be  taken  when  nothing  else 
is  obtainable.  The  time  is  probably  not  far  distant  when 
the  teacher  will  be  on  a  plane  with  the  lawyer,  the  doctor 
or  the  pharmacist.  These  now  must  be  registered  to  do 
business  in  the  state.  The  teachers  are  tending  towards 
the  same  end. 

There  are  now  10  Normal  Schools  in  this  state  whose 
business  it  is  to  lit  teachers  professionally.  At  the 
present  time  only  those  persons  can  enter  one  of  those 
schools  who  are  graduates  of  an  approved  high  school  or 
who  have  had  an  equivalent  training.  This  means  much 
for  the  future  welfare  and  success  of  the  schools.  Here- 
tofore if  a  man  had  a  colt,  he  engaged  an  experienced 
trainer  to  4i  break"  it,  but  he  was  perfectly  willing  that 
any  novice,  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  obtain  a  school 
through  personal  or  political  influence,  should  juggle 
with  the  brains  of  his  children.  In  short,  the  horse  re- 
ceived more  consideration  in  regard  to  his  training  than 
the  child. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  so  many  children  have 
found  school  life  their  hardest  experience,  and  that  their 
only  remembrance  is  the  number  and  severity  of  the  pun- 
ishments received. 

When  that  time  arrives  that  the  first  requisite  of  the 
teacher  shall  be  a  thorough  Normal  instruction,  it  will  be 
a  happy  and  propitious  day  for  the  schools. 

It  is  exceedingly  important  to  have  only  those  persons 
in  charge  of  children  whose  influence  is  right.  When  the 
child,  is  young,  his  mind  is  easily  influenced  and  the 
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qualities  of  the  teacher  are  so  unconsciously  and  easily 
impressed  upon  it  that  the  whole  future  life  of  the  child 
may  be  materially  changed.  k<As  the  twig  is  bent,  the 
tree's  inclined,"  applies  as  strongly  to  the  school  influ- 
ence as  to  any  other.  To  be  a  successful  teacher,  one 
must  have  the  enthusiasm  of  childhood  and  the  wisdom 
of  maturity.  The  teacher  must  get  down  on  a  level  with 
the  child;  must  see  as  the  child  sees;  feel  as  he  feels;  be 
pleased  with  him  in  his  joys  and  sympathize  with  him,  to 
a  certain  extent,  in  his  sorrows. 

Instinctively,  upon  entering  a  school  room,  one  can 
distinguish  the  true  teacher.  There  is  a  something  in  the 
air  that  tells  us  that  there  is  energy,  love,  sympathy,  and 
a  leadership,  which  is  wholly  wanting  in  those  rooms 
where  school  is  simply  kept  and  governed  by  cast-iron 
rules,  which  are  obeyed  with  fear  and  trembling.  If  we 
are  to  be  careful  in  anything  in  school  work,  it  should  be 
first  in  the  selection  of  teachers. 

Leaving  these  generalizations,  I  wash  to  devote  a  space 
to  the  condition  of  your  schools  and  appliances. 

TEXT  BOOKS  AND  SUPPLIES. 

In  the  purchase  and  distribution  of  supplies  I  have  en- 
deavored to  use  such  discretion  and  economy  as  one 
would  use  in  his  private  affairs.  It  would  be  a  great 
saving  to  the  town  if  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  paper 
needed  for  an  entire  year  could  be  made  and  the  whole 
amount  purchased  at  one  time.  Probably  there  would 
be  a  saving  of  one-fourth  nearly,  exclusive  of  the  express 
charges  which  have  to  be  paid  on  small  orders.  There  is 
quite  a  good  balance  of  supplies  on  hand  at  the  present 
time. 
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Many  of  the  text  books  are  in  a  bad  state.  This  is 
particularly  true  of  the  arithmetics,  geographies,  and 
some  of  the  readers.  There  is  a  fair  amount  of  reading 
matter  on  hand,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  a 
-  wise  plan  when  new  books  must  be  purchased  to  take  one 
or  two  new  series  instead  of  buying  any  more  of  the  pres- 
ent series.  The  cost  will  be  no  more.  The  difficulty  with 
the  readers  is  that  the  children  have  heard  them  read  so 
much  by  the  higher  classes,  that  when  they  are  able  to 
use  the  books  everything  is  perfectly  familiar  to  them,  in 
fact,  they  have  some  of  the  most  interesting  selections 
almost  thoroughly  committed.  I  have  spent  much  time 
on  the  matter  of  reading  books,  attempting  to  give  each 
grade  something  new  and  interesting.  This  has  often 
necessitated  changes  in  several  schools,  but  the  teachers 
have  always  been  willing  to  co  operate,  and  so  no  school 
has  long  been  in  need  of  material  In  the  higher  grades 
much  of  the  reading  matter  is  to  be  used  in  correlation 
with  other  branches,  and  several  schools  have  often  called 
for  the  same  matter  at  the  same  time  To  avoid  this  a 
course  in  reading  has  been  made  out  for  each  school, 
based  somewhat  on  the  quantity  of  books  on  hand  and 
the  number  of  children  in  the  school.  • 

The  present  system  of  geographies  has  outgrown  its 
usefulness,  being  out  of  date  both  in  matter  and  methods. 
They  are  wholly  worn  out,  also,  and  will  have  to  be 
changed  in  order  for  each  pupil  to  have  a  book. 

The  arithmetics  also  are  worn  out.  Of  the  Bradbury  - 
Eaton's  series  there  are  not  enough  in  town  to  supply 
the  pupils,  the  deficiency  being  made  up  by  the  use  of 
the  Prince  series.  The  Prince  series  comprises  eight  sep- 
arate books,  one  for  each  grade.  Some  action  should  be 
taken  by  the  committee  ere  long,  for  this  is  too  important 
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a  branch  of  study  to  be  long  neglected.  By  the  use  of 
the  Prince  books  on  hand,  however,  the  schools  can  do 
good  work  until  the  geographies  are  changed. 

Of  histories  there  is  a  goodly  number,  including  several 
series.  Montgomery  is  the  one  on  which  the  work  is 
based.  The  other  series  include  Anderson,  Barnes,  Eg- 
gleston,  Goodrich,  Quackenbos,  and  Scudder.  As  a 
whole,  these  are  in  good  condition. 

The  physiologies  are  in  good  condition  and  there  is  a 
good  stock  on  hand.  The  two  lower  books  of  the  series 
have  been  used  as  supplementary  readers,  and,  I  believe, 
good  results  have  been  obtained.  The  third  book  of  the 
series  is  used  as  a  text  book  in  the  seventh  and  eighth 
grades.  This  is  an  important  study  to  the  child,  espe- 
cially in  the  manner  it  is  treated  in  this  series.  To  teach 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  body,  its  various  organs 
and  their  functions,  is  to  lay  the  foundation  for  future 
health. 

The  language  books  are  in  fair  condition,  with  enough 
for  the  present  requirements. 

With  the  introduction  of  vertical  writing,  I  hope  to  see 
a  decided  improvement  in  the  handwriting  of  the  pupils. 

I  wish  to  speak  now,  somewhat  briefly,  on  some  of  the 
methods  pursued  in  some  of  the  principal  branches. 

READING. 

So  important  a  branch  is  reading  that  during  the  past 
term  I  have  devoted  much  time  to  it,  probably  more  than 
to  any  other  subject.  There  is  nothing  so  necessary  to 
the  child  as  to  be  able  to  read  correctly,  in  fact,  it  is  the 
basis  of  all  subsequent  education.  A  poor  reader  is  gen. 
erally  a  poor  scholar  and  the  reason  is  obvious.    If  a 
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child  cannot  understanding^  read,  it  is  impossible  to 
solve  a  problem  in  arithmetic,  or  to  take  a  lesson  in  his- 
tory or  geography.  To  bring  out  the  proper  expression 
in  oral  reading,  one  must  first  comprehend  the  thought 
contained  in  the  statement  or  paragraph.  In  order  to 
accomplish  this,  sight  reading  is  used.  This  consists  in 
placing  on  the  board,  or  giving  in  a  book  new  to  the 
child,  short,  correct  statements.  The  child  glances  at 
them  for  a  moment  and  then  repeats  them  to  the  teacher 
in  a  conversational  tone.  This,  of  coarse,  applies  only  to 
the  small  children.  In  the  higher  grades  every  good 
teacher  will  always  be  sure  that  her  class  fully  under- 
stands the  subject  matter  about  which  it  has  been  read- 
ing. This  is  done  by  asking  different  members  to  relate 
the  story  as  he  remembers  it. 

In  the  lower  grades  words  are  sounded  on  the  board  as 
they  are  used.  Here  the  children  are  taught  the  diacrit- 
ical marks  and  the  use  of  the  dictionary.  Not  so  much 
time  is  spent  on  the  alphabet  as  was  formerly  done,  and 
parents  are  often  surprised  to  find  that  their  little  boy  -or 
girl  can  read  easy  statements  without  "knowing  the 
alphabet."  The  principle  involved  here  is  that  the  al- 
phabet is  only  a  means  to  an  end.  While  the  child  is 
learning  the  twenty-six  letters,  he  can  just  as  easily  learn 
twenty-six  or  more  words,  thus  acquiring  a  practical 
reading  vocabulary.  But  he  may  learn  the  alphabet 
"  forwards  and  backwards,"  and  still  be  no  nearer  learn- 
ing to  read  than  when  he  came  to  school. 

During  the  first  year  in  school,  the  ordinary  child  will 
learn  from  250  to  300  words.  These  words  are  the  names 
of  the  common  things  about  him,  his  toys,  pets,  and 
things  that  interest  him.  As  each  new  word  is  given 
him,  it  is^sounded  and  is  then  placed  upon  the  board  in 
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print  and  script.  With  his  "  Word  Builder"  he  can  re- 
produce it  on  his  desk,  and  after  a  few  weeks  in  school 
he  is  able  to  copy  the  script  Thus  he  masters  the  alpha- 
bet sometime  during  his  first  two  terms  at  school.  From 
the  building  of  words  he  passes  to  the  construction  and 
writing  of  complete  statements,  and  from  these  to  the  re- 
production of  his  reading,  history  or  geography  lessons. 

It  is  a  fact,  however,  not  to  be  overlooked,  that  the 
schools  are  not  producing  such  a  good  class  of  oral  read- 
ers as  they  formerly  did.  This  can  only  be  explained  by 
the  matter  contained  in  our  modern  books.  Whereas  the 
old  readers  were  filled  with  the  choicest  extracts  from 
famous  orations  or  exciting  narratives  in  prose  or  poetry, 
the  present  readers  are  almost  wholly  filled  with  narra- 
tions which  do  not  admit  of  the  rhetorical  display  of  their 
predecessors.  Declamation  in  the  public  school  is  fast 
becoming  a  lost  art.  Reading,  as  a  study,  has  been 
crowded  out  by  the  many  other  branches  which  the  law 
and  4,the  times"  have  set  up,  so  that  now  a  history  les- 
son serves  as  a  reading  lesson,  or  some  book  which  will 
explain  the  lesson  in  geography  is  taken  for  the  day's 
reading.  In  short,  children  to-day  have  to  read  largely 
for  instruction  and  not  for  vocal  practice.  As  the 
newspaper  has  supplanted  the  platform  orator,  so  has 
narrative  reading  in  the  schools  taken  the  place  of  the 
rhetorical  reader.  This  only  shows  how  quickly  the 
schools  follow  the  trend  of  public  sentiment  and  action. 

The  thanks  of  school  officers  and  teachers  are  due  the 
library  officials  for  their  hearty  co-operation. 

No  other  factor  can  have  a  greater  or  more  lasting  in- 
fluence in  correlation  with  the  work  of  the  school  than 
the  public  library.  The  two  are  co-workers.  The  teach- 
ers have  used  the  library  with  excellent  results.  Often- 
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times  the  easiest  entrance  to  a  child's  mind  and  heart  is 
through  on  interesting  book  placed  in  his  hands  at  the  right 
time  and  in  the  right  spirit. 

Reading  is  largely  a  habit  and  can  be  cultivated.  The 
attention  of  the  child  must  first  be  gained  before  an  interest 
can  be  aroused  in  any  subject.  By  the  reading  or  telling  of 
bright  stories,  the  teacher  is  enabled  to  gain  the  attention 
easily  and  hold  it.  We  are  all  aware  how  much  interested 
the  average  child  of  three  or  four  years  of  age  is  in  the 
rhymes  of  his  Mother  Goose  and  how  readily  he  remembers 
them.  Why,  then,  should  not  the  same  plan  continue  after 
the  child  enters  school?  To  give  him  nothing  but  hard,  dry 
studies  is  to  discourage  him.  If  the  child  at  school  be  taught 
to  know  and  appreciate  the  best  literature,  and  a  love  for 
reading  be  cultivated,  it  will  have  a  direct  influence  on  his 
whole  future  life.  He  may  complete  the  works  on  arithmetic 
and  the  higher  branches  of  mathematics;  he  may  complete 
the  whole  course  of  sciences  and  attain  high  rank  in  them; 
but  if,  when  he  gets  out  into  active  life,  he  enters  some  busi- 
ness or  trade  not  calling  for  the  use  of  them,  how  soon  will 
he  forget  all  but  a  few  general  principles.  But  the  love  for 
reading  grows  stronger  as  he  grows  older.  How  much 
pleasanter  must  be  the  life  of  that  man,  who  at  the  end  of  his 
day's  labor  is  anxious  to  pursue  some  special  line  of  reading 
which  he  has  taken  up,  than  the  life  of  him  who  has  no  incli- 
nation for  such  things  and  who  can  only  ponder  and  mourn 
over  his  unhappy  lot. 

At  present  books  are  so  plenty  and  so  cheap  that  every 
one  has  an  opportunity  to  enjoy  the  best.  The  cause  of  this 
is  the  number  of  standard  writers,  many  of  whom  are  con. 
temporaneous  with  the  present  class  of  school  children.  The 
cheap  methods  of  manufacturing  paper  and  the  improved 
machinery  for  printing  have  had  much  to  do  with  the  quality 
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and  quantity  of  reading  matter  available  to  the  masses.  •  The 
law  in  Massachusetts  regulating  public  libraries  is  also 
having  a  great  influence  on  the  reading  public. 

There  is  a  great  moral  influence  also  in  good  literature. 
And  it  is  for  this  reason,  as  well  as  for  mental  culture,  that 
teachers  should  set  the  pupil  aright  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment.  This,  then,  is  the  sole  aim  in  teaching  reading:  to 
teach  the  child  how  best  to  grasp  the  idea,  and,  when  this 
has  been  accomplished,  to  teach  him  what  is  best  for  him  to 
read  for  instruction,  entertainment  and  sound  training,  men- 
tally and  morally.  Dr.  E.  E.  White,  author  of  School  Man- 
agement, says:  "  The  highest  efficiency  of  the  public  school 
is  tested  by  its  results  in  moral  character,  and  hence  the  cen- 
tral aim  of  the  public  school  is  effective  moral  training.'7 

By  way  of  introducing  the  children  to  the  principal  Amer- 
ican authors,  we  have  set  apart  three  to  be  studied  this  year, 
Longfellow,  Whittier  and  Irving.  Short  poems  are  commit- 
ted by  taking  a  stanza  a  day  or  whatever  the  time  will  allow. 
No  time  is  specially  allotted  to  the  work,  but  there  are  often 
short  periods  in  a  day  when  the  children  are  restless  that 
can  be  taken  perhaps  for  five  minutes  with  good  results. 
Sketches  of  the  lives  are  given  and  the  children  seem  much 
interested.  By  taking  three  each  year,  beginning  with  the 
fourth  grade,  we  believe  that  the  child,  by  the  time  school 
life  is  completed,  will  have  obtained  a  fair  knowledge  of 
American  literature  without  extra  cost  or  loss  of  time  in  any 
of  the  other  branches. 

Whittier  will  be  studied  during  the  winter  term. 

ARITHMETIC. 

Next  to  Reading  I  have  devoted  the  most  time  to  thiq 
branch. 
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There  is  a  tendency  to-day  in  schools  to  do  too  much  written 
work  and  not  enough  of  the  mental.  I  have  endeavored  to 
have  a  great  deal  of  such  mental  work  done,  believing  that  it 
is  the  only  true  method  of  acquiring  mathematics.  If  we 
could  devote  one  half  the  time  to  some  good  mental  arithme- 
tic like  Colburn's  and  the  other  half  to  the  present  methods 
better  scholars  in  mathematics,  would  be  sent  from  our 
schools.  Scholars  do  not  think  as  much  as  they  should. 
They  are  too  apt  to  experiment  or  guess  and  if  they  do  not 
obtain  the  answer  the  first  time  to  guess  again. 

It  is  not  the  pages  covered  that  constitutes  the  good 
scholar  but  reasoning  powers  developed  in  covering  those 
pages. 

Methods  have  changed  to  a  considerable  extent  and  we 
now  do  more  work  in  the  concrete  than  was  formerly  done. 
Many  of  the  old  time  conundrums  have  been  dropped,  and 
such  subjects  as  Circulating  Decimals,  Permutations,  Allega- 
tions and  Series  are  omitted.  These  have  no  practical  value 
from  an  ordinary  business  standpoint,  hence  the  time  formely 
devoted  to  them  is  given  to  Interest  or  some  such  subject 
pertaining  to  every  day  life.  Few  rules  are  now  given  in 
most  books,  thus  the  child  must  find  out  his  own  rule.  This 
probably  has  been  one  leading  cause  for  the  falling  into 
disuse  of  the  old  time  mental  arithmetic,  for  the  pupil  is 
supposed  to  reason  out  a  rule  himself. 

But  we  are  sorry  to  say  that  in  too  many  cases  the  teacher 
does  the  most  of  the  reasoning  and  therefore  a  good  intention 
meets  with  a  poor  result.  Much  time  is  given  to  bills,  notes, 
cheques,  etc.,  both  in  their  construction  and  use. 

As  business  increases  methods  are  simplified  and  the 
teacher  must  be  on  the  alert  lest  she  be  teaching  "dead  mat- 
ter." 

For  example,  in  Bank  Discount  "days  of  grace"  have 
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always  been  legal,  but  now  there  are  no  days  of  grace  in  this 
state,  and  teachers  must  govern  their  instruction  accordingly. 

The  subject  of  Taxes  is  an  important  one,  and  every 
scholar  who  goes  from  our  school  at  fifteen  years  of  age 
ought  to  thoroughly  understand  how  to  assess  a  tax  in  real 
practice  as  well  as  in  theory. 

LANGUAGE. 

The  subject  of  grammar,  so  long  the  bugbear  to  children, 
has  been  transformed  into  language  study.  Grammar  was  a 
study  of  itself,  and  very  few  public  school  scholars  could  ever 
see  what  relation  it  had  to  the  other  branches.  As  a  result 
there  was  always  a  arge  class  of  pupils  in  every  rural  school, 
especially  boys,  who  never  studied  the  subject  because  they 
"  didn't  like  it."  All  this  has  been  changed  and  the  lan- 
guage study  of  today  is  correlated  with  every  thing  taught 
and  studied.  Even  during  the  first  year  at  school  the  child 
is  taught  to  make  complete  statements;  sense  of  the  uses  of 
the  capital  letters,  the  use  of  the  most  common  punctuation 
marks.  Throughout  the  entire  course  the  study  is  taken  by 
the  use  of  two  separate  text  books. 

As  a  result  children  have  a  good  idea  of  the  use  of  our 
language  both  in  spoken  an  wTritten  forms.  Criticisms  are 
often  made  that  a  child  cannot  write  a  correct  letter  or  some- 
thing of  that  nature,  but  if  those  who  criticise  would  care- 
fully pin  the  child  down  to  the  principles  underlying  the 
writing  of  a  correct  letter,  it  would  be  found  that  the  average 
child  has  those  principles. 

Now  many  people  expect  a  child  who  has  learned  a  thing 
to  be  as  much  an  adept  in  the  use  of  it  as  an  adult.  This  is 
a  mistake.  A  child  with  all  his  knowledge  has  not  the  judg- 
ment of  an  adult  because  he  has  not  had  the  experience, 
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hence  we  must  always  make  due  allowance  for  the  thought- 
lessness and  errors  of  childhood.  He  has  the  theories  from 
the  school,  but  must  gain  the  practice  and  confidence  from 
actual  life. 

HISTORY. 

The  topical  method  is  used.  The  teacher  who  compels  a 
child  to  commit  a  history  lesson  to  memory  from  the  text 
book  has  no  business  in  the  school  room.  The  endeavor  is 
to  teach  causes  and  results  and  to  connect  the  two  in  the 
pupil's  mind.  History  is  not  made  by  chance,  but  is  usually 
the  result  of  a  logical  series  of  events.  Therefore  the  child 
is  taught  the  reason  for  the  happening  of  events.  By  the  use 
of  several  books  to  study  from,  he  has  an  opportunity  for 
comparison  that  could  not  be  gained  from  one  book  alone. 

Much  of  the  history  must  be  taught  by  generalizations  on 
account  of  the  ground  to  be  covered.  When  we  think  what 
has  happened  in  the  United  States  even  since  the  firing  on 
Fort  Sumpter  and  realize  that  it  is  all  history,  we  can  readily 
understand  how  difficult  it  will  be  to  give  children,  from  ten 
to  fourteen  years  of  age,  a  conception,  much  less  a  realization 
of  it.  Much  time  is  gained,  however,  by  putting  into  the 
hands  of  the  pupils,  as  soon  as  they  are  able  to  read,  books  of 
supplementary  reading  bearing  upon  the  work  to  be  studied 
later.  By  this  means,  almost  from  the  day  he  enters  school, 
at  five  years  of  age,  to  the  day  when  the  law  loosens  its  grasp 
on  him,  there  is  a  careful  plan  mapped  out  in  order  that  each 
year  may  thoroughly  prepare  the  way  for  the  succeeding  one. 
He  does  not  commence  studies  at  random  and  drop  them  at 
will,  but  each  step  is  carefully  taken  and  leads  to  the  general 
result. 


70 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


GEOGRAPHY. 

What  has  been  said  of  history  applies  to  geography  as 
well.  A  great  change  has  been  brought  about  in  the  meth- 
ods substance  of  geography,  and  I  can  only  recommend  that 
every  person  interested  in  the  subject  borrow  from  the  near- 
est school  a  copy  of  the  new  books  to  be  introduced  and 
compare  it  with  the  one  studied  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago. 

DRAWING. 

No  good  work  has  been  done  in  drawing,  principally  from 
lack  of  time.  Some  routine  work  has  been  done,  probably  as 
much  as  time  would  allow,  but  my  own  work  has  been  along 
other  lines  as  previously  stated.  Since  1870  drawing  has 
been  a  required  study  and,  of  course,  some  work  must  be 
done,  but,  as  a  rule,  teachers  are  not  trained  in  the  subject 
systematically,  so  drawing  is  not  a  success  in  Norton. 

PATRIOTISM. 

Love  of  country  should  be  thoroughly  instilled  into  every 
pupil.  Suitable  exercises  have  been  prepared  for  patriotic 
days  and  the  schools  will  observe  Washington's  birthday.  A 
part  of  the  opening  exercises  consists  in  singing  some  one  of 
the  various  patriotic  songs. 

Probably  no  lesson  that  he  learns  at  school  will  have  a 
more  lasting  or  salutary  effect  on  the  child,  both  as  an  indi- 
vidual and  as  a  member  of  the  community,  than  an  earnest, 
ardent,  patriotic  spirit  well  and  properly  controlled. 
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HIGH  SCHOOL. 

As  the  town  sends  its  pupils  to  Attleboro  and  Mansfield' 
it  seems  only  just  that  an  examination  should  be  given  them 
to  enable  them  to  draw  free  tuition.  .  Hereafter,  pupils  will 
be  examined  on  the  same  basis  that  Attleboro  or  Mansfield 
pupils  are  for  entrance  to  their  respective  high  schools. 

ATTENDANCE. 

The  attendance  during  the  year  has  been  fairly  regular 
considering  the  distances  at  which  many  of  the  pupils  live. 
Regular  attendance  is  a  very  essential  element  in  the  success 
of  a  school.  Regarding  tardiness  and  dismissals,  however,  I 
have  no  words  of  commendation.  With  a  record  of  nearly 
650  cases  of  tardiness  and  over  500  dismissals,  there  is  surely 
something  wrong.  It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  parents  will 
strive  to  have  their  children  at  school  on  time,  or,  at  least, 
start  them  early  enough  to  arrive  on  time,  and  then  the 
teacher  can,  to  a  certain  extent,  be  held  responsible.  Punct- 
uality is  a  lesson  as  important  to  the  young  mind  as  any  that 
can  be  learned.  Nor  should  the  child  be  dismissed  so  often 
unless  we  wish  to  create  a  shirking  disposition.  If  he  finds 
that  his  parents  are  willing  to  have  him  dismissed  on  trivial 
matters,  then  at  a 'time  when  there  is  a  severely  hard  lesson, 
or  some  unpleasant  task  is  assigned  him,  the  child  will  be 
searching  for  some  shadow  of  an  excuse  to  relieve  himself 
from  the  duty. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  large  number  of  visits  to  the 
schools.  But  perhaps  a  suggestion  regarding  these  may  not 
be  out  of  place.  In  many  of  the  schools  the  registers  show- 
that  these  visits  have  been  made  on  the  occasion  of  some 
public  exercise.  -While  this  is  proper  and  highly  desirable, 
yet  it  does  not  give  an  opportunity  to  see  the  everyday  work. 
The  superintendent  would  suggest  that  the  last  Thursday  of 
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every  calendar  month  be  set  apart  especially  as  a  visiting  day 
and  that  citizens  avail  themselves  of  an  opportunity  to  see 
the  daily  work  of  the  school. 

SUPERVISION. 

The  superintendent  has  endeavored  to  faithfully  execute 
the  trust  imposed  upon  him  by  his  election. 

Up  to  the  close  of  the  fall  term  138  visits  had  been  made, 
exclusive  of  calls  to  leave  supplies.  No  regular  days  were 
appointed,  but  I  have  visited  as  I  thought  desirable.  No 
school  has  been  slighted,  but  I  have  given  the  large  schools 
more  time  than  the  small  ones.  In  all  things  I  have  tried  to 
be  conservative  and  practical.  No  subject  has  been  given 
undue  prominence  to  the  exclusion  of  the  others.  At  the 
present  time  94  per  cent,  of  all  the  school  population  of  the 
state  is  under  supervision.  The  remaining  6  per  cent,  is 
made  up  largely  of  small,  scattered  towns,  many  of  which 
would  like  to  form  a  district  but  are  unable.  The  time  is 
not  far  distant  when  supervision  will  be  made  compulsory  in 
order  to  give  these  towns  an  opportunity.  It  is  strongly 
urged  by  the  State  Board  of  Education  and  was  mentioned 
by  Governor  Wolcott  in  his  inaugural  address. 

In  this,  as  in  other  matters  educationally,  Massachusetts 
leads  the  other  states. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  wish  to  thank  the  committee  for 
its  favors  so  uniformly  extended,  and  the  citizens  of  the  town 
for  their  cordial  support.  Nor  would  I  omit  the  teachers 
who  have  so  faithfully  and  conscientiously  labored  to  put 
into  operation  such  ideas  as  I  have  been  able  to  suggest  to 
them. 

AARON  B.  COLE, 

Superintendent. 

Norton,  January  20,  1897. 
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RECORD  OF  ATTENDANCE. 


Name  of  Schools. 

Enrollment. 

Average 
Membership. 

Average 
Attendance. 

Visitors. 

II 

Tardy  Marks. 

Dismissals. 

Visits  by  Su- 
perintendent. 

Under  5  years 
of  age. 

Over  15  years 
of  age.  | 

Sturdy  Grammar, 

22 

20 

18 

57 

29 

30 

18 

0 

3 

Sturdy  Primary, 

52 

38 

.32 

115 

69 

19 

17 

2 

0 

Number  1, 

35 

27 

23 

83 

97 

41 

17 

0 

1 

n 

2, 
t>, 

28 

23 

21 

58 

25 

80 

12 

0 

1 

18 

13 

12 

49 

35 

40 

11 

0 

0 

t't 

4, 

27 

21 

17 

61 

197 

44 

14 

0 

0 

ti 

5. 

32 

25 

23 

78 

133 

96 

13 

0 

1 

6. 

19 

16 

14 

147 

37 

129 

15 

0 

0 

« 

7, 

14 

7 

7 

201 

9 

* 

11 

1 

1 

it 

10 

6 

5 

75 

13 

33 

10 

0 

0 

Total, 

257 

196 

172 

924 

644 

512 

138 

3 

7 

*  No  record  kept. 

Number  of  pupils  between  8  and  14  years  of  age,  154. 
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LIST  OF  TEACHERS. 

School. 

Sturdy  Grammar,  *  Agnes  M.  James,  Medford. 
Sturdy  Primary,      Abbie  A.  Vance,  Dighton. 

No.  1,  Mrs.  Rosa  P.  Scudder,  f(2),  Cotuit. 

Alice  W.  Sturdy,  Norton. 
No.  2,  Mary  W.  Todd,  f(2),  North  Reading. 

*Emma  F.  Gardner,  f  (1),  West  Hanover. 
No.  3,  Hattie  B.  White,  Plymouth. 

No.  4,  Bertha  R.  Heselton,  f(2),  Nashua,  N.  H. 

Julia  M.  Taylor,  f  (1),  Dorchester. 
No.  5,  A.  Elizabeth  Crowell,  f(l),  So.  Harwich. 

Myra  H.  Baker,  f(l),  Taunton. 
Clara  O.  Woodward,  f(l),  Foxborough. 
No.  6,  *Irene  F.  Boone,  Woburn. 

No,  7,  Adelaide  E.  Austin,  Providence,  R.  I. 

No.  8.  Charlotte  B.  Lincoln,  North  Taunton. 

Miss  Jennie  L.  Heckman,  Miss  Mabel  C.  Reid  and  Miss 
Minnie  Leighton  were  elected  to  fill  the  vacancies  caused  by 
the  resignations  of  Miss  James,  Miss  Boone  and  Miss  Gard- 
ner, respectively. 


*Resigned  at  the  close  of  the  Fall  term. 

tFigures  in  parentheses  denote  the  number  of  terms. 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR. 

PUPILS  WHO  HAVE  NEITHER  BEEN  ABSENT  OR  TARDY. 

Sturdy  Grammar.  —  Three  Terms. 
Mildred  E.  Barry,  Lizzie  E.  Young. 

Two  Terms. 

Earle  M.  Barney,  Jessie  M.  Young. 

One  Term. 

Arleen  Kilburn,  Eddie  L.  Lane. 

Sturdy  Primary. — Two  Terms. 

Louise  Wetherell,  Ethel  Dorr, 

Florence  Dorr. 

One  Term. 

Harold  Broadbent,  Lucy  Broadbent, 

Carleton  Bulley,  Annie  Larock, 

Charles  Kimball,  *  Bert  Innis, 

Charles  Barney. 

No.  1. — Two  Terms. 
Charles  H.  Freeman. 

One  Term. 

Percy  Taylor,  Bertie  Taylor, 

Herbert  E.  Makepeace. 
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No.  2. — Three  Terms. 
Lemuel  Witherell. 

Two  Terms* 

Eddie  Galligan,  Gertrude  Wetherell. 

No.  Z.—  Two  Terms. 

Howard  Woodward,  Mary  Jackson, 

Teresa  Jackson. 

One  Term. 

Mabelle  Skinner,  Edna  Dunham, 

Priscilla  Jackson. 

No.  4. — Two  Terms. 
Belle  I.  Crossman. 

One  Term. 
Bessie  L.  Crossman. 

No.  5. — Three  Terms. 
Charles  Kingsley,  Everett  M.  Kingsley. 

Two  Terms. 

Clyde  E.  Bruce,  Edward  C.  Kingsley, 

One  Term. 

Charles  O.  Bruce,  Robert  Thorndike, 

Charles  Francis. 
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No.  6. —  One  Term. 

Gertrude  Blandin,  Harriet  Danforth, 

Earle  Danforth,  Lewis  Holmes, 

Hathaway  Leonard,  Charles  Tupper. 

No.  7. — Three  Terms. 
Jennie  A,  M.  Butts,  Chester  F.  Butts. 

One  Term. 
Ella  M.  Brown. 

Three  terms,  7 
Two  terms,  11 
One  term,  25 


Total, 


43 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


SCHOOL  MONEY. 


Amount  ]due  the  schools  Jan.  1,  1896,  $424.49 

Appropriation  by  the  town,  2,750  00 

Received  from  State,  income  of  school  fund,  335  35 

Received  from  Coanty,  dog  license  money,  378  91 
Received  from  State,  on  account  of  joint  district 
to  employ  a  superintendent  of  schools,  for 

the  payment  of  teachers'  wages,  200  00 


$4,088  75 

Expended  for  the  support  of  schools,  4,088  60 


Balance  in  the  treasury  and  due  the  schools, 

January  1,  1897,  .15 

SUPERINTENDENT  OP  SCHOOLS. 

Burt  J.  Tice,  services  as  Supt.  of  Schools,  $300  00 

Aaron  B.  Cole,  services  as  Supt.  of  Schools,  300  00 

$600  00 


SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS, 

Sturdy  School, 

Agnes  M.  James,  teaching  grammar  depart- 
ment 11  weeks,  winter  term,  $110  00 

Agnes  M.  James,  teaching  grammar  depart- 
ment 11  weeks,  spring  term,  110  00 
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Agnes  M.  James,  teaching  grammar  depart- 
ment 14  weeks  fall  term,  $140  00 

Abbie  A.  Vance,  teaching  primary  depart- 
ment 10}  weeks,  winter  term,  95  40 

Abbie  A.  Vance,  teaching  primary  depart- 
ment 11  weeks,  spring  term,  99  00 

Abbie  A.  Vance,  teaching  primary  depart- 
ment 14  weeks,  fall  term,  126  00 

Louis  A.  Sturdy,  janitor,  55  50 

A.  H.  Sweet,  20  tons,  1,075  lbs,  of  coal,  125  33 


$861  23 

School  No.  1. 

Rosa  P  Sc udder,  teaching  11,  weeks,  winter 

term,  110  00 
Rosa  P.  Scudder,  teaching  11  weeks,  spring 

term,  110  0 .) 
Alice  W.  Sturdy,  teaching  14  weeks,  fall 

term,  140  0;) 

Willie  S.  Taylor,  janitor,                    .  5  50 

Rosa  P.  Scudder,  janitor,  5  50 

Willie  Tucker,  janitor,  2  40 

William  C.  Clapp,  janitor,  12  00 

A.  H.  Sweet,  3  tons  coal,  19  5<> 

James  Coyle,  1£  cords  oak  wood,  6  0  ) 

Alonzo  L.  Eddy,  1  cord  pine  wood,  2  75 

William  C.  Clapp,  sawing  and  housing  wood,  3  50 


$417  15 

School  No.  2. 


Mary  W.  Todd,  teaching  11  weeks,  winter  term, 
Mary  W.  Todd,  teaching  11  weeks,  spring  terni, 


$99  00 
99  00 
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Emma  W.  Gardner,  teaching  14  weeks,  fall  term,  $126  00 
-  Arthur  L.  Valentine,  janitor,  10  00 

L.  C.  Witherell,  3J  cords  oak  wood,  sawed,  17  50 

L.  C  Witherell,  pine  wood  and  kindlings,  6  75 

$358  25 

School  No.  3. 

Hattie  B.  White,  teaching  11  weeks,  winter  term,  $99  00 
Hattie  B.  White,  teaching  11  weeks,  spring  term,     99  00 


Hattie  B.  White,  teaching  14  weeks,  fall  term,  126  00 

Annie  Jackson,  janitor,  11  00 

Herbert  Woodward,  2  cords  oak  wood,  8  00 

Frank  Lee,  sawing  and  housing  wood,  3  20 


$346  20 

School  No.  4. 

Bertha  R.  Heselton,  teaching  11  weeks,  winter 

term,  $99  00 
Bertha  R.  Heselton,  teaching  11  weeks,  spring 

term,  99  00 

Julia  M.  Taylor,  teaching  14  weeks,  fall  term,  126  00 

James  A.  Clarke,  janitor,  4  00 

Thomas  C.  Kirby,  janitor,  8  00 

John  H.  Arnold,  3  cords  oak  wood,  12  00 

John  H.  Arnold,  2  cords  slabs,  6  00 

Charles  I.  Crossman,  sawing  and  housing  wood,  4  00 

Charles  E.  Horton,  sawing  and  housing  wood,  1  32 


$359  32 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


81 


School  No.  5. 

A.  Elizabeth  Crowell,  teaching  11, weeks,  winter 

term,  $99  00 

Myra  H.  Baker,  teaching  11  weeks,  spring  term,  99  00 

Clara  O.  Woodward,  teaching  14  weeks,  fall  term,  126  00 

Edward  C.  Kingsley,  janitor,  5  00 

Moses  Lincoln,  kindlings,  5  04 

Asa  Newcomb,  sawing  and  housing  wood,  3  75 


$351  79 


School  No.  6. 


Irene  F.  Boone,  teaching  11  weeks,  winter  term,  $99  00 

Irene  F.  Boone,  teaching  11  weeks,  spring  term,  99  00 

Irene  F.  Boone,  teaching  14  weeks,  fall  term,  126  00 

Timothy  F.  O'Brien,  janitor,  9  75 
Earl  C.  White,  3  cords  oak  wood,  sawed  and 

housed,  11  70 

Moses  Lincoln,  kindlings,  3  36 


$348  81 


School  No.  7. 


Josephine  C.  Crane,  teaching  11  weeks,  winter 

term,        '  $99  00 
Adelaide  E.  Austin,  teaching  11  weeks,  spring 

term,  99  00 

Adelaide  E.  Austin,  teaching  14  weeks,  fall  term,  126  00 

Charles  M.  White,  janitor,  6  75 

Chester  F.  Butts,  janitor,  2  25 

George  E.  Makepeace,  2  cords  oak  wood,  sawed,  10  50 

Moses  Lincoln,  1  cord  edgings,  2  00 

C.  M.  White,  cutting  and  housing  edgings,  1  35 


$346  85 
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School  No.  8. 

Charlotte  B.  Lincoln,  teaching  12  weeks,  winter 
term, 

Charlotte  B.  Lincoln,  teaching  11  weeks,  spring 
term, 

Charlotte  B.  Lincoln,  teaching  14  weeks,  fall 
term, 

George  W.  Washburn,  janitor, 

Willie  C.  Austin,  janitor, 

Lillian  Washburn,  janitor, 

Lloyd  S.  Lincoln,  2  cords  oak  wood, 

Lloyd  8.  Lincoln,  2  cords  pine  wood, 

Oren  Drayton,  sawing  and  housing  wood, 


HIGH  SCHOOL  TUITION. 

Town  of  Attleboro,  tuition  of  Louis  A.  Sturdy 
for  40  weeks, 

Harry  P.  Sturdy,  40  weeks, 
C.  Sanford  Wetherell,  4,0  weeks, 
Leroy  D.  Bra  man,  40  weeks, 
Edith  C.  Crossman,  40  weeks, 
Lizzie  C.  Pearse,  12  weeks, 
Herman  W.  Freeman,  12  weeks, 
Town  of  Mansfield,  tuition  of  Mary  E.  Clapp 
40  weeks, 

Emma  R.  Woodward,  36  wTeeks, 
Oscar  R.  Sweet,  24  weeks, 
George  M.  Sweet,  12  weeks, 
Grace  B.  Robinson,  5  weeks, 


$108  00 

99  00 

126  00 
5  00 
3  00 

3  50 
7  00 
5  00 

4  00 


$360  50 


$50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
15  00 
15  00 

20  00 
18  00 
12  00 
6  00 
2  50 


Total 


amount  paid  for  support  of  schools, 


$338  50 
$4,088  60 
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REPAIRS  OF  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 
Sturdy  School  House. 


John  Harvey,  repairs  on  doors  and  locks,  3  76 

John  Harvey,  repairs  on  table  and  shelves,  6  48 

John  Harvey,  repairs  on  gate  and  walk,  3  83 

Geo.  E.  Makepeace,  painting  and  varnishing,  13  12 

Zoe  Mundor,  cleaning  house,  13  27 


40  46 

No.  1. 

New  Heating  AprARATUs. 

Weir  Stove  Co.,  heating  and  ventilating  apparatus,  181  75 

Claude  L.  Bowen,  ventilating  stack,  60  00 

Claude  L.  Bowen,  plastering,  3  00 

John  Harvey,  carpenter  work,  56  53 

E.  Lymans  Briggs,  irons  for  stack,  1  35 

G.  E.  Makepeace,  thimble  for  stack,  .35 

G.  E.  Makepeace,  painting  and  varnishing,  3  13 

William  C.  Clapp,  cleaning  rooms,  1  00 

William  C.  Clapp^  moving  desks,  .50 


307  61 

No.  1. 

Joseph  F.  Sweet,  repairs  on  gates  and  locks,  2  47 

George  E.  Makepeace,  painting  blackboard,  2  00 

George  E.  Makepeace,  setting  glass,  .35 
William  C.  Clapp,  cleaning  schoolroom,  1  50 


6  32 
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No.  2. 


John  Harvey,  moving  seats,  5  53 

John  Harvey,  repairs  on  roof,  1  12 

Moses  Lincoln,  lumber,  12  11 

C.  C.  Valentine,  work  and  material  for  fence  and  steps,  7  75 
C.  C.  Valentine,  setting  glass,  75 
C.  C.  Valentine,  repairs  on  doors,  65 


$27  91 

No.  3. 

Joseph  F.  Sweet,  repairs  on  roof,  floor,  etc.,  $96  66 

George  E.  Makepeace,  painting  house,  31  79 

Daniel  E.  Morey,  white  washing,  .9  00 

Alonzo  L.  Eddy,  repairs  on  flag  staff,  55 

A.  L.  Eddy,  carting  lumber  and  gravel,  3  50 


$141  50 

No.  4. 

Pierce  &  Carpenter,  lumber  for  fence,  $13  68 

Eugene  White,  43  chestnut  posts,  6  45 

George  H.  Richmond,  labor  on  fence,  5  75 

William  L.  Horton,  labor  on  fence,  3  45 

Charles  I.  Crossman,  labor  on  fence,  75 

Charles  I.  Crossman,  nails,  65 

Charles  I.  Crossman,  cleaning  house  and  yard,  2  00 

$32  73 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


85 


No.  5 


Charles  S.  Bruce,  window  boards,  etc.,  1  03 

George  E.  Smith,  repairs  on  woodshed,  1  35 

Otis  J.  Sweet,  grading  school  yard,  1  00 

Oscar  R.  Sweet,  cleaning  schoolroom,  2  50 


$*5  88 

No.  6. 

Magee  Furnace  Co.,  stove,  $12  00 
Daniel  O'Brien,  paying  for  freight  on  stove,  cart- 
ing and  setting  up,  1  13 
Daniel  O'Brien,  repairs  on  door  and  window,  35 
Lester  D.  Blandin,  repairs  on  clock  and  chair,  75 
George  F.  Butts,  window  shades,  70 
E.  C.  &  N.  H.  Wood,  new  rope  on  flag  staff,  1  25 
E.  C.  &  N.  H.  Wood,  repairs  on  clock,  1  25 
E.  C.  &  N.  H.  Wood,  painting  blackboards,  2  00 
George  E.  Makepeace,  painting  blackboards,  2  00 
William  J.  White,  mowing  school  yard,  75 
William  J.  White,  cleaning  house,  2  50 


124  68 

No.  7. 

George  E.  Makepeace,  repairs  on  flagstaff,  $  95 

George  E.  Makepeace,  door  knob  and  wardrobe  hooks,  57 
Frank  D.  Hunt,  small  repairs,  40 
Frank  L.  Taylor,  grading  around  steps,  50 


$2  42 
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No.  8. 

Frank  L.  Lincoln,  repairs  on  flag  staff,  $2  00 

Cora  Austin,  cleaning  schoolroom,  4  00 

$6  00 

Total  amount  paid  for  repairs  of  school  houses,         $595  51 
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SCHOOL  SUPPLIES. 


Dr. 

Stock  on  hand  last  year,  $215  00 

Paid  for  school  supplies  as  follows  : — 

J.  L.  Hammett  Co.,  145  51 

George  P.  King  &  Merrill,  29  90 

The  Attleboro  Chronicle  Co.,  17  60 

F.  W.  Kling  &  Co.,  10  25 
Winthrop  B.  Jones,  4  45 
Burt  J.  Tice,  3  87 
Hopkinson  &  Holden,  furnishings,  14  75 
C.  B.  Wetherell,                «  2  60 

G.  E.  Makepeace,  "  2  37 
E.  C.  &  N.  H.  Wood,  «  75 
Daniel  O'Brien,  "  30 
Alonzo  L.  Eddy,  "  25 
George  F.  Butts,  "  15 
Smith,  Patterson  &  Co.,  clocks,  15  90 
Lamprell  &  Marble,  flags,  12  75 
Frank  A.  Clapp,  expressage,  4  05 

B.  J.  Tice,  expressage,  1  30 

C.  C.  Valentine,  freight,  36 
G.  E.  Makepeace,  "  25 
Burt  J.  Tice,  postage,  3  13 


$485  49 

Cr. 

Supplies  furnished  schools,  1896,  $355  35 

Expressage,  freight,  postage,  etc.,  9  09 

Stock  on  hand  January  1st,  1897,  121  05 


$485  49 
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WARRANT 

.    .  .  FOR  .  .  . 

ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING. 


BRISTOL,  ss. 

To  Frank  A.  Clapp,  or  either  of  the  Constables 
of  the  Town  of  Norton,  Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  legal  voters  of  the 
Town  of  Norton  to  meet  in  the  Town  Hall  in  said  Norton, 
on  Monday,  the  First  day  of  March,  1897,  at  ten  o'clock,  A. 
M.,  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  to  wit: — 

Art.  1.    To  choose  a  moderator  to  preside  at  said  meeting. 

Art.  2.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  revoke  its  accept- 
ance of  the'provisions  of  Chapter  One  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
of  the  Statutes  of  the  year  1871,  relating  to  the  election  of 
road  commissioners. 

Art.  8.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year. 
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Art.  4.  To  vote  "  Yes "  or  "  No "  by  separate  ballots 
upon  the  question,  "  Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sal£  of 
intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town  the  ensuing  year  ?  " 

Art.  5.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the 
reports  of  the  Town  Officers  for  the  year  ending  December 
31,  1896. 

Art.  6.  To  raise  money  for  the  repairs  of  roads  and 
bridges. 

Art.  7.  ,  To  raise  money  for  the  support  of  poor  and  inci- 
dental expenses. 

Art.  8.    To  raise  money  for  the  support  of  schools. 

Art.  9.  To  raise  money  for  the  payment  of  the  town's 
proportion  of  the  salary  of  the  superintendent  of  schools. 

Art.  10.  To  raise  money  for  the  purchase  of  school 
supplies. 

Art.  11.    To  raise  money  for  the  repairs  of  school  houses. 

Art.  12.  To  determine  the  manner  of  repairing  their 
school  houses. 

Art.  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropriate 
money  toward  the  support  of  the  Norton  Public  Library. 

Art.  14.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  to  sup- 
press the  illegal  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  the  town  of 
Norton,  and  raise  money  therefor. 

Art.  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  money  for 
Memorial  Day  services. 

Art.  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  treasurer, 
with  the  approval  of  the  board  of  selectmen,  to  borrow 
money  in  anticipation  of  taxes. 
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Art.  17.  To  determine  the  manner  of  collecting  their 
taxes. 

Art.  18.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  list 
of  jurors  as  presented  by  the  selectmen. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up 
attested  copies  of  the  body  of  the  same  at  each  of  the  public 
meeting  houses  in  said  town,  seven  days  at  least  before  the 
time  of  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
3'our  doings  thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk  at  the  time  and 
place  of  said  meeting- 
Given  under  our  hands  this  thirteenth  day  of  February,  in 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-seven. 

CHARLES  T.  OLDFIELD, 
LESTER  D.  BLAND1N, 
SAVILLION  H.  BATES, 

Selectmen  of  Norton. 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 


TOWN   CLERK  AND  TREASURER. 

JACOB  A.  LEONARD. 

SELECTMEN,  ASSESSORS  AND  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

CHARLES  T.  OLDFIELD,       LESTER  D.  BLANDIN, 
SAVILLION  H.  BATES. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

GEORGE  E.  MAKEPEACE,     WILLIAM  E.  PAYSON, 
WILLIAM  D.  WITHERELL,     DANIEL  O'BRIEN, 
CHARLES  I.  GROSSMAN,       GEORGE  E.  SMITH, 
MATTHEW  YOUNG,  ALONZO  L.  EDDY. 

CHARLES  C.  VALENTINE. 

ROAD  COMMISSIONERS. 

ERASTUS  B.  CODDING,  EDWIN  R.  LINCOLN, 

JOHN  H.  ARNOLD. 

COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES. 

WILLIAM  A.  LANE. 

AUDITORS, 

GEORGE  R.  PERRY,  GEORGE  H.  TALBOT. 


CONSTABLES. 

FRANK  A.  CLAPP,  J.  STEPHEN  WOOD. 


ROAD  COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT. 


EASTERN  DISTRICT. 

Paid  for  labor : — 


John  H.  Lincoln, 

$11 

95 

Edwin  R.  Lincoln, 

49 

85 

Lloyd  S.  Lincoln, 

47 

00 

Earl  C.  White, 

45 

64 

Jones  W.  Godfrey. 

32 

40 

J.  Stephen  Wood, 

27 

50 

Otis  J.  Sweet, 

22 

39 

Noah  White, 

22 

35 

Moses  0.  Lincoln, 

21 

56 

Emory  C.  Lincoln, 

20 

52 

Eddie  A.  Lincoln, 

19 

65 

John  H.  White, 

16 

95 

David  Holmes, 

16 

80 

Harrison  T.  Lincoln, 

16 

50 

Daniel  A.  Woodward, 

14 

40 

William  D.  Witherell, 

13 

95 

W.  Walter  Becker, 

12 

40 

Forest  White, 

12 

15 

Walter  E.  Foster, 

11 

55 

A.  Lincoln  Leonard, 

11 

10 

John  Griggsby, 

10 

87 

Oren  Drayton, 

9 

95 
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Clifton  Leonard, 

8  85 

Lester  H.  Holmes, 

8  18 

Fred  0.  Lincoln, 

8  10 

George  C.  LeFavour, 

7  05 

Walter  F.  Pizer, 

7  05 

Albert  W.  White, 

6  90 

Hiram  H.  White, 

6  75 

George  E.  Washburn, 

6  15 

Elbridge  A.  Fuller, 

5  85 

William  V.  Smith, 

5  40 

George  L.  Titus, 

5  33 

William  E.  Titus, 

5  18 

Ellis  Horton, 

5  10 

Emmons  H.  Lincoln, 

4  80 

William  D.  Washburn, 

4  80 

Frank  LeFavour, 

4  35 

Merton  G.  Lincoln, 

3  68 

Chester  W.  Sweet, 

3  60 

Daniel  H.  Smith, 

3  45 

Daniel  W.  Washburn, 

3  00 

Barna  F.  Woodward, 

3  00 

Charles  P.  Leonard, 

2  85 

Henry  G.  Danforth, 

2  33 

Joseph  F.  Sweet, 

2  25 

Charles  M.  White, 

2  25 

Lewis  Woodward, 

2  25 

Harold  M.  English, 

1  88 

George  B.  Lincoln, 

1  88 

William  F.  Lincoln, 

1  80 

William  J.  White* 

1  80 

Orville  B.  Sweet, 

1  65 

George  L.  Titus,  Jr., 

1  58 
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George  S.  Campbell,  1  50 

Walter  F.  Wilbur,  1  50 

Henry  Howland,  1  43 

Andrew  Casey,  1  33 

Charles  S.  Forbes,  75 

Leon  W.  White,  75 

Charles  S.  Bruce,  60 

John  Piatt,  45 
Moses  Lincoln  and  others,  labor 

on  sidewalks,  15  00 
Nathaniel  H.  Wood  and  others, 

labor  on  sidewalks,  1896,  14  49 


Paid  for  750  loads  of  gravel: — 


Alden  H.  Leonard,  318  loads, 

$31  80 

Earl  C.  White,  128  loads, 

6  40 

Lucy  A.  Soule,  61  loads, 

6  10 

George  E.  Lincoln,  100  loads,  1 

5  00 

Otis  J.  Sweet,  77  loads, 

3  85 

John  Field,  28  loads, 

2  80 

D.  Frank  Crane,  38  loads, 

1  90 

Paid  for  lumber,  etc.: — 

A.  G.  Williams  &  Co.,  3,925  ft.  hard 

pine  lumber,  $25  00  per  M.,  98  13 

John  H.  White,  seven  oak  sleepers,  6  00 

Otis  J.  Sweet,  89  ft.  oak  plank,  2  23 

E.  C.  White,  two  poles,  20 


$710  34 


157  85 


$106  56 


Amount  expended  in  the  Eastern  District, 


$874  75 
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WESTERN  DISTRICT. 

Paid  for  labor  : — 


Erastus  B.  Codding, 

$125  99 

William  H.  Codding, 

123  67 

Charles  G.  Clapp, 

88  70 

Joseph  Fitzgerald, 

69  15 

George  B.  Shaw, 

67  59 

William  J.  Tiffany, 

65  03 

Andrew  H.  Sweet, 

23  50 

John  Murphy, 

22  50 

William  E.  Codding, 

18  13 

Rufus  E.  Waterman, 

17  50 

Albert  Skinner, 

15  00 

Herbert  E.  Woods, 

14  55 

William  Giblin, 

9  15 

J.  Stephen  Wood, 

8  00 

John  Fitzgerald,  Jr., 

7  35 

Henry  P.  Shaw, 

7  35 

J.  Eben  Hoard, 

7  20 

James  Thurber, 

6  38 

Oscar  B.  Briggs, 

6  00 

Otis  J.  Sweet, 

6  00 

Alvin  Thurber, 

6  00 

George  H.  Thurber, 

5  48 

William  W.  Read, 

5  40 

Peter  Leddy, 

4  50 

Samuel  Rowen, 

4  50 

Michael  Galligan, 

3  75 

Henry  E.  Walker, 

3  40 

Frank  A.  Clapp, 

3  30. 

George  L.  Wethevell, 

3  00 
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Alden  G.  Walker,  2  70 

Walter  F.  Pizer,  2  70 

Thomas  Beman,  2  25 

L.  C.  Wetherell,  2  25 

Z.  T.  Tucker,  1  95 

Charles  Davis,  1  65 

Alfred  D.  Keith,  1  50 

Frederick  A.  Thurber,  1  50 

Oliver  E.  White,  1  21 

Charles  D.  Lane,  1  20 

Ulysses  Chamillard,  1  05 

William  C.  Clapp,  1  05 

Leon  W.  White,  83 

Albert  W.  White,  75 

Charles  M.  White,  75 

Oliver  A.  White,  38 

Peter  Boulett,  blasting  rocks,  15  50 

Joseph  Boulett,  blasting  rocks,  12  00 


$799  29 


Paid  for  411  loads  of  gravel  — 

Lucy  Freeman,  154  loads,  7  70 

William  E.  Codding,  134  loads,  6  70 

Otis  J.  Sweet,  103  loads,  5  15 

S tollman  A.  Wetherell,  66  loads,  3  30 

John  D.  Harden,  2U  loads,  1  00 

  23  85 


Paid  for  lumber,  etc.: — 

W.  E.  &  E.  B.  Codding,  1,610  feet 

oak  plank,  $25  per  M,  40  25 

W.  E.  &  E.  B.  Codding,  two  sleepers,  4  00 
Nahum  Perry,  spikes,  1  75 
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William  Dunn,  sharpening  tools,  25 

  $46  25 


Amount  expended  in  the  Western  District,  $869  39 

SOUTHERN  DISTRICT. 
Paid  for  labor : — 


John  H.  Arnold,  * 

$155  85 

George  F.  Woodward, 

42  45 

Adam  Jackson, 

38  01 

Josiah  Woodward, 

37  35 

William  A.  Lane, 

34  25 

William  R.  Kirby, 

34  00 

Herbert  Woodward, 

32.25 

James  J.  Galligan, 

30  75 

Walter  Groves, 

30  00 

Patrick  Smith, 

29  10 

George  E.  Keith, 

28  50 

Joseph  O'Brien, 

28  50 

Peter  Leddy, 

23  85 

Willis  T.  Kountze, 

22  15 

Michael  Marley, 

19  03 

George  T.  Crane, 

18  90 

Frederick  0.  Woodward, 

16  50 

Alonzo  L,  Eddy, 

16  00 

Joseph  Boulett, 

14  00 

Peter  Leddy,  Jr., 

13  50 

Peter  Boulett, 

12  00 

Herbert  H.  Wilbur, 

10  50 

George  B.  Pierce? 

10  45 

William  L.  Crosby, 

10  20 
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John  M.  Galligan, 

$9  75 

James  L.  Leonard, 

9  00 

John  Plunket, 

9  00 

A.  H.  Sweet, 

6  00 

Benjamin  J.  Briggs, 

5  70 

James  Coyle, 

4  50 

George  P.  Kountze, 

4  28 

Charles  I.  Crossman, 

3  75 

Paul  Hopes, 

3  60 

Patrick  Gilroy, 

3  50 

William  L.  Hor-ton, 

3  28 

Edward  T.  Lawton, 

3  08 

Alvin  D.  Lee, 

2  70 

Joseph  Dion, 

2  25 

Augustus  L.  Pratt, 

2  25 

Charles  E.  Horton, 

2  18 

Thomas  F.  Brady, 

1  95 

William  R.  Moon, 

1  80 

Ephraim  H.  Beane, 

1  50 

Frank  De  Sormeau, 

1  50 

Joseph  B.  Dunham, 

1  35 

D.  Frank  Crane, 

1  28 

Joseph  L.  Kountze, 

1  05 

Michael  Cunningham, 

75 

James  H.  Jackson, 

75 

Willard  White, 

75 

George  Wilbur, 

75 

George  H.  Arnold, 

60 

William  H.  McCann, 

60 

Michael  Marley, 

53 

Albert  Lee, 

30 

Peter  Boulett, 

10  70 
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Paid  Joseph  Boulett,  $8  50 

Paid  for  732  loads  of  gravel : — 

Adam  Jackson,  220  loads,  11  00 

D.  Frank  Crane,  155  loads,  7  75 

James  Coyle,  142  loads,  7  10 

William  H.  Lane,  128  loads,  6  40 

Josiah  Woodward,  87  loads,  4  35 


Paid  for  lumber,  etc.: — 

G.  H.  Arnold,  456  feet  oak  plank, 

$25  per  M.,  11  40 

W.  A.  Lane,  93  feet  oak  plank,  2  33 

John  H.  Arnold,  spikes,  35 

J.  S.  Wood,  40  ft.  5-inch  drain  pipe,  5  00 

George  T.  Crane,  posts  and  railing,  35 


$817  57 


36  60 


19  43 


Amount  expended  in  the  Southern  District,  $873  60 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

Unexpended  balance  Dec.  31,  1896,  $  17  74 
Highway  appropriation  for  1897,  2,600  00 


$2,617  74 


Total  amount  expended  as  follows : — 

Eastern  District,  874  75 

Western  District,  869  39 

Southern  District,  873  60 


1.617  74 


ERASTUS  B.  CODDING,    )  Road 

joS^.\r?olaN;      )  Oommissioners' 

Norton,  January  1,  1898. 


REPORT  OF  THE 

Selectmen  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 


STATE  AID. 

Paid  State  aid  to  sundry  persons,  $1,006  00 


MILITARY  AID. 

Paid  Military  aid  to  Marcus  W.  Wheeler,  36  00 


SOLDIERS'  RELIEF, 

Paid  Soldiers'  relief  to  James  S.  Card,  24  00 

A.  M.  Round,  M.  D.,  medical  attendance  on 

Joseph  H.  Washburn,  4  50 

A.  M.  Round,  M.  D.,  medical  attendance  on 

William  D.  Washburn,  25  00 

John  N.  Prouty,  groceries  furnished  to 

William  D.  Washburn,  7  03 


$60  53 
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POOR  BELONGING  TO  OTHER  TOWNS. 

Paid  A.  M.  Round,  M.  D.,  medical  aid  to  Ida 

A.  Dexter  and  child,  $43  50 

A.  M.  Round,  M.  D.,  medical  aid  to  El- 
bridge  A.  Fuller  and  family,  10  50 

J.  N.  Prouty,  aid  to  E.  A.  Fuller,  3  00 

A.  M.  Round,  M.  D.,  medical  aid  to  Eve- 
line W.  Leonard  and  child,  41  00 

Ella  W.  Woodward,  aid  to  Caroline 

Johnson,  13  29 

Lester  D.  Blandin,  expense  of  removing 

Caroline  Johnson  to  Boston,  4  01 

$115  30 


POOR  OUT  OF  THE  ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital,  board  and 

clothing  for  Alfred  L.  Garfield,  $169  46 

Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital,  board  and 

clothing  for  Mary  N.  Corey,  169  46 

Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital,  board  and 

clothing  for  Barnum  B.  Crossman,  79  85 

Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital,  board  and 

clothing  for  Michael  J.  Murphy,  52  03 

Worcester  Insane  Asylum,  board  and 

clothing  for  Charles  H.  Briggs,  169  46 

City  of  Taunton,  expenses  of  William 

O'Brien  in  the  Morton  Hospital,  82  50 
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Town  of  Attleboro,  aid  to  Roxanna 

Cornell  and  family,  104  00 

Drs.  J.  W.  &  M.  H.  Battershall,  medical 

aid  to  Roxanna  Cornell,  12  50 

Town  of  Easton,  aid  to  Daniel  W.  Wash- 
burn, 4  00 

A.  M.  Round,  M.  D.,  medical  aid  to 

Daniel  W.  Washburn,  8  00 

J.  N.  Prouty,  aid  to  Daniel  W.  Wash- 
burn, 3  00 

Selectmen,  aid  to  Melvin  O.  Lothrop,  48  00 

O.  H.  Lane,  aid  to  Hattie  F.  Maker,  37  00 

D.  H.  Smith,  part  of  funeral  expenses  of 

Hattie  F.  Maker,  15  00 

A.  M.  Round,  M.  D.,  medical  aid  to 

Amelia  Bailey,  7  50 

O.  H.  Lane,  house  rent  for  Amelia  Bailey,       28  00 

A.  M.  Round,  M.  D.,  aid  furnished  to 

Cora  F.  Wilbur  and  children,  3  00 

999  76 


POOR  IN  THE  ALMSHOUSE. 

At  the  time  the  almshouse  and  farm  were  acquired  by 
the  town,  the  committee  to  whom  the  matter  of  a  new 
almshouse  was  referred  made  a  minority  report  in  which 
the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land  in  another  section  of  the 
town  and  the  erection  of  new  buildings  thereon  was 
recommended.    Although  this  would  have  required  the 
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expenditure  of  from  eight  to  ten  thousand  dollars,  there 
were  many  who  advocated  the  measure,  believing  that 
the  expenses  of  repairing  the  buildings  on  the  present 
farm  and  adapting  them  for  use  as  an  almshouse,  to- 
gether with  the  cost  of  the  necessary  additional  build- 
ings, would  ultimately  exceed  the  cost  of  an  entirely 
new  plant.  Upon  the  purchase  of  the  farm  by  the  town, 
the  buildings  were  put  in  complete  repair  and  several 
new  ones  erected.  A  new  well  was  dug  and  the  water 
carried  into  the  house.  The  several  sinks  were  connected 
with  a  distant  cesspool,  fences  erected,  fruit  trees  set  out, 
and  many  other  minor  improvements  made,  every  one  of 
which  led  to  the  expenditure  of  more  or  less  money,  but 
with  the  final  result  that  the  town  now  has  an  almshouse 
well  adapted  for  its  purpose  and  which  will  compare 
favorably  with  those  of  other  towns.  The  total  cost  of 
hte  farm  and  improvements  up  to  date  has  been 
$3,768.88.  One  thousand  dollars  of  this  was  received 
from  the  sale  of  the  old  place.  We  have  referred  to  this 
matter  because  there  seems  to  be  a  vague  impression  with 
some  that  the  total  expenditure  had  very  largely  ex- 
ceeded the  amount  as  here  stated.  At  the  time  of  remov- 
al very  little  furniture  worth  moving  was  found,  and 
$149.23  has  since  been  expended  for  necessary  furniture 
and  utensils.  For  a  farm  wagon  and  lacking  tools  re- 
quired for  use  on  the  farm  $45.49  has  also  been  expended. 
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INMATES  OF  THE  ALMSHOUSE. 

YEARS  OLD. 

Frederick  Lincoln, 

41 

Patrick  O'Brien, 

69 

Mabel  C.  Elliott, 

24 

Catherine  Pryor, 

82 

Nancv  Brown  pntprpd  Fphmarv  1 

71 

William  Cotter,  entered  March  3, 

62 

Whole  number,  6. 

Average  number  for  one  year,  5| 

ALMSHOUSE  INVENTORY. 

REAL  ESTATE  AND  PERSONAL  PROPERTY. 

House,  barn,  out-buildings  and  farm, 

$3,700  00 

Furniture,  beds,  bedding  and  utensils, 

200  00 

Town  hearse, 

200  00 

Horse, 

50  00 

3  Cows,  1  heifer, 

85  00 

2  Express  wagons, 

50  00 

2  Farm  wagons,  1  cart, 

40  00 

Sled, 

10  00 

Pung  and  grindstone, 

8  00 

Wheelbarrow, 

3  00 

Mowing  machine, 

20  00 

Horse  rake, 

15  00 

Harness, 

18  00 

Blanket  and  fly  net, 

2  50 
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2  ploughs,  1  horse  hoe, 

12  00 

2  ladders. 

4  50 

flhnrn  nnrl  nair  nf  Hnlanr>p<5 

11  Will    cH.IV.l-    YJCllL    KJX    KJ  (A  1  (X  I  IK.  XZ  O  ^ 

'1  00 

Sundry  tools,  chains,  etc., 

20  00 

Lumber, 

15  00 

$4,456.00 

RECEIPTS  FROM  SALES  AT  ALMSHOUSE. 

Eggs,  405  dozen, 

74  21 

Butter,  108  lbs. 

22  33 

Milk,  765  quarts, 

38  28 

Cream,  8J  quarts, 

1  70 

Yeal,  264  lbs. 

23  76 

Pork,  152  lbs. 

7  60 

Fowls,  199  lbs. 

17  48 

Potatoes,  8  bushels, 

8  65 

Apples, 

2  80 

Beans, 

1  08 

Vinegar, 

95 

Empty  barrels, 

1  60 

Sundries, 

33 

201  77 
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INVENTORY,  ALMSHOUSE  EXPENSE  ACCOUNT. 

English  hay,  6  tons,  108  00 

Meadow  hay  and  corn  fodder,  1,500  lbs.  9  00 

Corn,  8  bushels,  3  60 

Cracked  corn  and  meal,  9  bushels,  3  63 

Rye,  3  bushels,  2  40 

Rye  meal,  1  bushel,  90 

Shorts,  100  lbs.  90 

Beans,  3  bushels,  6  00 

Potatoes,  35  bushels,  29  75 

Apples,  1  barrel,  3  00 

Pork  and  hams,  195  lbs.  19  50 

Pork  barrels,  1  00 

Lard,  8  lbs.  80 

Flour,  li  barrels,  8  75 

Sugar,  200  lbs.  11  00 

Tea.  1  lb.  50 

Crackers,  45  lbs.  2  48 

Kerosene,  4J  gallons,  40 

Cider  and  vinegar,  140  gallons,  14  00 

One  swine,  18  00 

83  fowls,  45  00 

Wood  at  the  door,  11  cords,  44  00 

Wood,  sawed,  split  and  housed,  5  cords,  25  00 

Empty  barrels,  1  20 


$358  81 
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ALMSHOUSE  EXPENSE  ACCOUNT. 


Stock  on  hand  last  year,  $308  80 
Paid  Geo.  Henry  Leonard,  Supt.,  salary,  300  00 
John  N.  Prouty,  groceries,  204  21 
C.  Bowen  Wetherell,  groceries,  83  61 
G.  H.  Leonard,  paid  for  groceries,  80 
Charles  A.  Freeman,  meat,  16  60 
Oliver  H.  Lane,  meat,  14  61 
W.  E.  Leonard,  meat,  12  33 
E.  R.  Leonard,  meat,  8  53 
Channing  Britton,  fish,  13  73 
Daniel  A.  Woodward,  ice,  15  00 
William  E.  Payson,  rye,  4  00 
S.  Lincoln,  soft  soap,  1  00 
C.  W.  Morse,  materials  for  clothing,  16  68 
Colby's  Clothing  House,  clothing,  3  30 
Geo.  Henry  Leonard,  paid  for  clothing,  95 
C.  Howard  Lane,  shoes  for  inmates,  7  85 
George  O.  Blandin,  repairing  shoes,  65 
Geo.  Henry  Leonard,  sundry  small  expenses,  4  90 
A.  M.  Round,  M.  D.,  medical  attendance,  2  50 
W.  G.  Allen,  M.  D.,  medical  attendance,  1  50 
Weir  Stove  Co.,  stove  linings,  35 
G.  F.  Butts,  tinware,  1  45 
E.  A.  Milner  &  Co.,  stove  pipe,  60 
E.  A.  Milner  &  Co.,  dripping  pan,  75 
E.  A.  Milner  &  Co  ,  repairing  boiler  and  lamp,  1  35 
J.  F.  Whitmarsh,  zinc  and  lead  pipe  for  repair- 
ing ice  box,  1  22 
L.  D.  Blandin,  labor  repairing  ice  box,  1  15 
G.  H.  &  S.  L.  Leonard,  grain,  79  58 
J.  Stephen  Wood,  grain,  43  08 
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Paid  Earl  C.  White,  fertilizer,  15  50 

Jacob  A.  Leonard,  fertilizer,  16  00 

D.  E.  Keefe,  car  load  stable  manure,  21  60 
N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  H.  R.  R.,  freight  on  manure,  10  00 
John  Dempsey,  labor,  1  50 
Moses  Lincoln,  planing  boards,  20 
George  W.  Carpenter,  mending  harness,  1  20 
J.  Stephen  Wood,  barrel  of  lime,  1  00 
Taunton  City  Farm,  two  pigs  5  00 
G.  H.  Leonard,  paid  for  heifer  calf,  2  00 
G.  H.  Leonard,  paid  for  tools,  1  45 

E.  Lyman  Briggs,  shoeing  horse,  6  54 
George  T.  Crane,  blacksmith  work  and 

repairs,  8  39 

George  T.  Crane,  varnishing  wagon,  6  00 
George  E.  Makepeace,  painting  and  paper 

hanging,  13  22 

Daniel  E.  Morey,  whitewashing,  2  50 


$1,263  28 

Cr, 

Stock  on  hand  December  31,  1897,  $358  81 

Receipts  from  sales  as  per  account,  201  77 

Expense  of  keeping  1,812  tramps,  226  40 

Expense  ot  attending  with  hearse  at  12  funerals,  30  00 

Support  of  five  and  three-fourths  paupers,  446  30 


$1,263  28 

Expense  per  annum  for  each  pauper,  $77.61 


20 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


ALMSHOUSE  FURNISHINGS  AND  INCIDENTALS. 


Paid  H.  W.  Durgin,  hogshead  for  a  water  tank,  $1  00 

Cobb,  Bates  &  Yerxa,  empty  hogshead,  1  00 

Geo.  T.  Crane,  iron  work  on  water  tanks,  3  00 
Lester  D.  Blandin,  stock  and  labor  on  water 

tanks,  5 10 

Walter  N.  Smith,  dining  table,  5  28 

Pratt  &  Walker  Mfg.  Co.,  farm  boiler,  13  38 


$28  73 


PAYMENT  OF  BORROWED  MONEY. 

Paid  State  Treasurer,  temporary  loans,  $6,000  00 

Bristol  Co.  Nat'l  Bank,  temporary  loan,      1,000  00 
"  schoolhouse  loan,       400  00 

$7,400  00 


INTEREST  ON  LOANS. 

Paid  State  Treasurer,  interest,  $131  25 

Bristol  County  National  Bank,  interest,  10  70 

Hicks  Reserve  Fund,  interest,  16  49 

Bristol  Co.  Nat.  Bank,  int.  on  school  house  loan,  18  33 

$176  77 


NORTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

4 

Paid  A.  H.  Sweet,  Treasurer,  amount  of  appro- 
priation, $400  00 
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MEMORIAL  DAY  EXERCISES. 

Paid  Norton  Veteran  Association,  amount  of 

appropriation,  $60  00 


EXPENSE  OF  TOWN  HALL. 

Paid  William  C.  Clapp,  janitor,  $17  00 

C.  T.  Oldfield,  paying  for  janitor,  .       1  00 

Daniel  L.  Hathaway,  cleaning  walks,  1  20 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  coal,  6  73 

William  A.  Lane,  wood,  7  20 

A.  H.  Sweet,  kindlings,  2  00 

Daniel  L.  Hathaway,  sawing  wood,  1  25 

J.  N.  Prouty,  kerosene,  halyards,  etc.,  5  26 
Joseph  F.  Sweet,  repairs  on  roof  and  flagstaff,  13  64 

A.  H.  Sweet,  ball  for  flagstaff,  1  00 

G.  E.  Makepeace,  painting  and  varnishing,  2  75 

Moses  Lincoln,  book- case,  6  50 


$65  53 

Received  for  use  of  hall,  $35  50. 


NORTON  CASES  IN  THE  DISTRICT  COURT. 
OFFICERS'  FEES. 

Paid  Frank  A.  Clapp  : 

Commonwealth  vs.  Peter  Leddy,  Jr.,  $S  58 

"            "  James  Joyce,  .5  64 

"   Joseph  W.  Coyle,  5  27 

"            "  Dugan  and  another,  0  04 
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Paid  Frank  A.  Clapp  : 

Commonwealth  vs.  Addison  Allen,  $12  77 

"  Thomas  P.  Brady,  8  23 

"  u   Forest  White,  6  46 

4i  "  Clagett  and  others,  7  60 

Paid  J.  Stephen  Wood  : 

Commonwealth  vs.  Clagett  and  others,  20  42 

Paid  Patrick  Costello : 

Commonwealth  vs.  Albert  Hicks,  13  66 

Paid  Stephen  R.  Lincoln  : 

Commonwealth  vs.  Joseph  Lewis,  7  53 

"   Walter  Rogers,  9  53 

Paid  Alfred  B.  Hodges  : 

Commonwealth  vs.  Thomas  F.  Brady,  7  00 


$122  90 

One  fine  of  $20  has  been  received  from  the  Clerk  of  the 
District  Court. 


TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  C.  T.  Oldfield,  selectman,  assessor,  and 

overseer  of  the  poor,  $145  00 

Lester  D.  Blandin,  selectman,  assessor, 

and  overseer  of  the  poor,  115  00 
Savillion  H.  Bates,  selectman,  assessor, 

and  overseer  of  the  poor,  115  00 
Jacob  A.  Leonard,  town  clerk  and  treasurer,  125  00 

George  R.  Perry,  auditor,  2  00 

George  H.  Talbot,  auditor,  2  00 
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Paid  William  A.  Lane,  collector  of  taxes,  27  50 

George  L.  Wetherell,  registrar  of  voters,  8  00 

Homer  L.  Lane,  registrar  of  voters,  8  00 

Josiah  E.  Woodward,  registrar  of  voters,  8  00 

Jacob  A.  Leonard,  registrar  of  voters,  10  00 

Frank  A.  Clapp,  constable,  warning  the 

Spring  and  Fall  Town  meetings,  and 

attendance,  9  50 

Frank  A.  Clapp,  constable,  serving  the 

dog  warrant,  5  00 

Jacob  A.  Leonard,  town  clerk,  recording 

births,  marriages  and  deaths,  20  15 

George  R.  Perry,  moderator  at  the  annual 

meeting,  5  00 

Josiah  E.  Woodward,  teller  at  the  Spring 

meeting,  1  00 

Nathaniel  H.  Wood,  teller  at  the  Spring 
*  meeting,  1  00 

Arlon  I.  Braman,  teller  at  the  Spring 

meeting,  1  00 

Charles  H.  Makepeace,  ballot  clerk  and 

teller  at  the  State  election,  2  50 

George  L.  Wetherell,  ballot  clerk  and 

teller  at  the  State  election,  2  50 

Nathaniel  H.  Wood,  ballot  clerk  and 

teller  at  the  State  election,  2  50 

William  A.  Lane,  truant  officer,  4  10 

Oren  E.  Walker,  inspector  of  cattle,  54  45 

Lester  D.  Blandin,  inspector  of  cattle,  35  90 

William  A.  Lane,  forest  fire  warden,  4  00 

t<  4t         u       u       <t  4  00 


$718  10 


24 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 


Paid  John  S.  Sampson,  printing  reports  and 

warrants,  $66  00 

John  S.  Sampson,  printing  blank  orders, 

tramp  cards,  stationery,  etc.,  12  00 

John  S.  Sampson,  printing  postal  tax 

notices,  etc.,  14  50 

William  White,  printing  registrars' 

notices,  1  40 

P.  B.  Murphy,  dog  license  blanks,  1  50 

M.  R.  Warren,  collector's  book,  1  00 

Greenough,  Adams  &  Cushing,  record  ink,  55 
Jacob  A.  Leonard,  carfare,  postage,  etc.,  11  20 
C.  T.  Oldfield,  carfare,  postage,  etc.,  14  21 

L.  D.  Blandin,  carfare,  postage,  etc.,  3  21 

Prank  A.  Clapp,  expressage,  2  85 

C.  T.  Oldfield,  conveying  a  pauper  to 

Tewksbury,  4  46 

L.  D.  Blandin,  conveying  a  pauper  to 

Tewksbury,  4  61 

Jacob  A.  Leonard,  paying  for  returns  of 

births  and  deaths,  10  25 

John  H.  Arnold,  repairs  on  guide  boards,  3  85 

Charles  Stevens,  ashes  for  park  at  Center,  12  32 
F.  A.  Clapp,  constable,  services  rendered 

to  the  board  of  health,  1  00 

A.  M.  Round,  M.  D.,  agent  of  the  board 

of  health,  disinfecting  in  cases  of 

diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever,  30  00 

Gr.  L.  Wilbur,  atlas  of  Bristol  County,  8  00 


J.  S.  White  Co.,  markers  for  soldiers'  graves,    3  85 
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Paid  G.  E.  Makepeace,  expenses  of  the  school 
committee  in  attending  a  joint  district 
meeting,  $   2  85 

J.  R.  Tallman,  premium  for  re-insuring 

Town  Hall,  120  00 

A.  B.  Hodges  &  Co.,  premium  for  re- 
insuring almshouse  and  barn,  60  00 

.    $388  66 

A  dividend  of  $26.50  was  received  to  the  credit  of  the 
insurance  upon  the  almshouse,  making  the  net  cost 
$33.50  for  an  insurance  of  $2,500  for  three  years. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Repairs  of  highways  and  bridges, 

$2,617 

74 

Support  of  schools, 

4,034 

42 

School  supplies, 

259 

11 

Repairs  of  school  houses. 

167 

69 

Superintendent  of  schools, 

600 

00 

State  aid, 

1,006 

00 

Military  aid, 

36 

00 

Soldiers'  relief, 

60 

53 

Poor  belonging  to  other  towns, 

115 

30 

Poor  out  of  the  almshouse, 

992 

76 

Poor  in  the  almshouse, 

954 

48 

Almshouse  furnishings  and  incidentals, 

28 

73 

Payment  of  borrowed  money, 

7,400 

00 

Interest  on  loans, 

176 

77 

Norton  Public  Library, 

400 

00 
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Memorial  Day  exercises, 

60  00 

Exnenses  of  Town  Hall. 

65  53 

Norton  cases  in  the  District  Court, 

122  90 

Incidental  expenses, 

388  66 

dftOA  OA/1  TO 

•ib^0,204  TZ 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

Roads  and  bridges, 

$2,600  00 

Poor  and  incidentals. 

2,200  00 

Support  of  schools, 

3,000  00 

School  supplies, 

250  00 

Superintendent  of  schools, 

300  00 

Repairs  of  school  houses, 

200  00 

Payment  of  school  house  loan  and  interest, 

41o  DO 

Norton  Public  Library, 

400  00 

Memorial  Day  exercises, 

60  00 

State  tax, 

577  50 

County  tax, 

1,008  87 

Overlayings, 

245  38 

$11,260  08 

ELECTRIC  RAILWAYS. 

During  the  year  the  Selectmen  have  granted  the  peti- 
tions of  three  street  railway  companies  for  locations  of 
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their  tracks  upon  the  highways  of  the  town,  and  a  loca- 
tion of  tracks,  agreeably  to  the  petition  of  a  fourth 
company,  will  have  been  granted  before  this  report  is  in 
print.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  promoters  of  these  rail- 
ways to  consolidate  the  several  companies  into  a  general 
system  under  one  management.  These  lines  of  railways, 
crossing  the  town  from  east  to  west  and  from  north  to 
south,  are  intended  to  be  laid  in  about  fourteen  miles  of 
our  highways,  and  the  advantages  which  our  citizens  will 
receive  from  their  construction  and  operation  will  be 
readily  understood.  In  arranging  the  details  for  their 
location,  the  Selectmen  have  met  with  not  a  few  obsta- 
cles, owing  to  the  narrow  and  crooked  condition  of  some 
portions  of  the  highways  through  which  the  tracks  are  to 
pass.  Places  which  have  always  amply  accommodated 
the  ordinary  travel  have  been  found  too  narrow  to  safely 
allow  electric  cars  to  be  run  without  some  widening. 
The  Road  Commissioners  have  consequently  made  some 
slight  changes  in  the  present  boundaries  of  the  highways, 
and  these  laying-outs  will  be  presented  to  the  town  for 
acceptance  at  their  annual  meeting.  Although  all  the 
abuttors  have  cheerfully  signilied  their  willingness  to 
give  the  required  land,  and  the  railway  companies  will 
bear  the  expense  whenever  the  widening  is  made  on  the 
same  side  of  the  highway  as  their  rails  shall  be  laid,  there 
will  remain  other  places  where,  for  public  safety,  it  will 
be  necessary  for  the  town  to  make  some  outlay  at  such 
time  as  the  tracks  shall  be  laid.  It  is  suggested  that  the 
highway  appropriation  be  somewhat  increased  to  meet 
these  expenditures. 

The  Mansfield  &  Norton  Street  Railway  Company,  in 
choosing  a  location  for  their  road,  deemed  it  better  for 
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the  interests  of  the  company,  to  cross  from  the  corner, 
near  the  house  of  Nathaniel  E.  Freeman,  to  the  cor- 
ner near  the  residence  of  George  H.  Talbot — a  distance  of 
fifty-four  hundredths  of  a  mile  —  and  a  right  of  way  for 
that  purpose  was  given  to  the  company  by  the  owners  of 
the  land.  Conjointly  with  this  right  of  way,  a  strip 
of  land  of  sufficient  width  was  deeded  to  the  town  upon 
the  condition  that  a  street  should  be  laid  out  within  a 
stipulated  time.  This  matter  will  also  be  presented  in 
the  warrant  for  the  annual  meeting. 

CHARLES  T.  OLDFIELD, 
LESTER  D.  BLANDIN, 
SAVILLION  H.  BATES, 

Selectmen  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  Norton. 
Norton,  January  1,  1898. 
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BURIAL  FUNDS. 


Norton  Common  Cemetery  Fund,  $750. 

Income  available,  $64.00.  Expended,  $22.75. 

Balance,  $41.25. 

Skinner  Burial  Fund,  $100. 
Income  available,  $2.00.  Balance,  $2.00. 

Morse  Burial  Fund,  $75. 
Income  available,  $3.10.  Expended,  $3.10. 

Perry  Burial  Fund,  $50. 

Income  available,  $2.52.  Expended,  $1.00. 

Balance,  $1.52. 

Benjamin  Sweet  Burial  Fund,  $150. 

The  income  of  the  first  of  the  above  funds  is  to  be  used 
for  the  general  care  of  the  cemetery  named.  The  incomes 
of  the  other  funds  are  for  the  care  of  private  burial  lots 
in  this  and  the  cemetery  at  the  Center.  The  town  is 
ready  to  receive  these  small  burial  funds  in  trust,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  their  number  may  be  increased,  for 
not  only  does  every  well-cared-for  spot  in  a  cemetery 
adorn  the  rest,  but  it  serves  as  an  object  lesson  and 
incentive  for  other  proprietors  to  improve  their  lots. 

CHARLES  T.  OLDFIELD, 
LESTER  D.  BLANDIN, 
SAVILLION  H.  BATES, 

Selectmen. 
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ASSESSORS'  REPORT. 


May  1,  1897. 


18Q6 

lot/ 1  • 

Tntnl  valuation  nf  rpal  p«;tpfp  fi^iO 

lUlctl    V  dl  Lid  HUH  Ul  Itrdl  Coldbtr,                    <JpU  1  &s  UtJU 

$676  395 

T'ntnl  vnlnnHnvi  nf  ■npytsonnl  PQtn fp         11^?  775 

AUldl   VdlLldLlUll  U±   UCloUlldl  tJotdH..           -L.LO,  i  l*J 

11 Q  075 

$786,425 

$789,400 

Increase  in  total  valuation  from  last  year, 

$  2,975  00 

Total  tax  committed  to  Collector, 

11,260  08 

Tax  or  rate  per  $1,000, 

13  20 

Tax  on  each  poll, 

2  00 

Number  of  polls  assessed, 

420 

"          horses  assessed, 

368 

"          cows  assessed, 

279 

"          oxen  assessed, 

20 

"          other  neat  cattle  assessed, 

53 

"          sheep  assessed, 

4 

u          swine  assessed, 

30 

il         fowls  assessed, 

5,860 

"          dwelling  houses  taxed, 

399 

"          acres  taxed, 

16,850 

CHARLES  T.  OLDFIELD, 
LESTER  D.  BLANDIN. 
SAVILLION  H.  BATES, 

Assessors  of  Norton. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


DR. 


Cash  in  treasury,  January  5,  1897,  $146  94 
Received  from  Trustees  of  Hicks  Reserve  Fund, 

borrowed  money,  412  33 

State  Treasurer,  borrowed  money,  6,000  00 

"  income  Mass.  school  fund,  362  57 

"  corporation  tax,  383  98 

"  national  bank  tax,  735  61 

"  State  aid,  1,095  50 

"  for  soldier's  burial,  35  00 

"  for  cattle  inspection,  97  48 
"  for  education  of  school 
children  under  charge 
Board  of  Lunacy  and 

Charity,  64  00 
"  on  account  Dist.  Supt. 

of  Schools,  500  00 

County  Treasurer  for  dog  fund,  407  70 

City  of  Salem  for  pauper  aid,  10  17 

u     Boston  for  pauper  aid,  17  30 
Town  of  Middleboro  for  pauper  aid,  61  50 

u      Sharon  for  pauper  aid,  10  50 
E.  T.  Jackson  &  Co.,  dividend 

on  insurance  policy,  26  50 
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Received  from  I.  G.  Carrier,  Keeper  of  Jail, 

from  fines,  20  00 

The  Hicks  Trust  Fund,  120  00 

Geo.  E.  Makepeace,  for  school 

supplies  sold,  1  33 

Geo.  E.  Makepeace,  old  stove 

and  pipe  sold,  3  00 

Daniel  O'Brien  for  old  stove  old,  50 
Oliver  H.  Lane,  butcher's  license,  1  00 
Everett  R.  Leonard,  "  44  1  00 

Chas.  A.  Freeman,    u  "  1  00 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  auctioneer's 

license,  1897,  2  00 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  auctioneer's 

license,  1898,  2  00 

for  use  of  Town  Hall,  35  50 

income  from  Town  Farm,  201  77 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  Collector  of 

Taxes,  1895,  112  80 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  Collector  of 

interest,  1895,  20  07 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  Collector  of 

Taxes,  1896,  835  65 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  Collector  of 

interest,  1896,  16  00 

William  A.  Lane,  Collector  of 
Taxes,  1897,  10,835  51 


$22,576  21 
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CR. 


Paid  sundry  persons  by  order  of  Selectmen,  $20,204  72 

State  tax,  577  50 

County  tax,  1,008  87 

Abatement  of  taxes,  1895,  10  85 

V*     1897,  40  23 

Cash  in  treasury,  January  11,  1898,  734  04 


$22,576  21 

JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 

Town  Treasurer. 
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Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the 


Dr.      TOWN  OF  NORTON,  TRUSTEE,  in  account 

To  amount  of  Trust  Fund,  January  1,  1897,       $4,000  00 
Cash  received  for  interest  on  bonds,  240  00 


$4,240  00 
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Hicks  Trust  and  Reserve 


with  the  HICKS  TRUST  FUND. 

By  cash  paid  Town  of  Norton,  care  of  fund, 


*  C.  T.  Oldfield  and  others,  care  of 
burial  lot, 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  lawn  mower 
and  tools, 

J.  Stephen  Wood  and  others,  im- 
provements on  lot  &  avenues, 


By  assets  to  balance,  January  1,  1898  : 

Bonds  of  the  City  of  Danville,  111., 
Cash  on  hand, 


$120  00 
43  31 
5  00 
50  95 

4,000  00 
20  74 


$4,240  00 
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Dr.        TOWN  OP  NORTON,  TRUSTEE,  in  aocount 

Income  and 


To  cash  received  for  rent  of  real  estate,  $700  00 

Interest  on  mortgage  notes,  285  00 

City  of  Chicago  bond,  20  00 

"        City  of  Bridgeport  bond,        •  40  00 

"       City  of  Everett  bond,  40  00 

Town  of  Mansfield  bonds,  300  00 

Town  of  Middleboro  bond,  40  00 

"        Town  of  Norton  note,  16  49 

Old  Colony  Railroad  bond,  20  00 

"       deposits  in  Savings  Bank,  22  58 


$1,484  07 
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with  the  HICKS  RESERVE  FUND.  Cr. 
Expense  Account. 

By  cash  paid  City  of  Boston,  taxes,  $74  10 

Union  Safe  Deposit  Co.,  rent  of  safe,  10  00 

Sundry  persons,  repairs  on  real  estate,  123  99 

F.  W.  Ryder  &  Son,  collecting  rent,  35  00 

Jacob  A.  Leonard,  services  and  expenses,  9  25 
Old  Colony  Trust  Co.,  2-10ths  of  a  share 

Atchison  preferred  stock,  3  80 

Premium  on  Old  Colony  Railroad  bond,  65  00 

Accrued  interest  on  Old  Colony  R.  R.  bond,  11  00 

Gain  in  assets,  as  shown  by  inventory,  1,151  93 


$1,484  07 
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INVENTORY  OF  ASSETS,  HICKS  RESERVE  FUND. 


House  and  lot,  No.  89  Tyler  Street,  Boston,  $5,700  00 

15  bonds,  Town  of  Mansfield,  7,500  00 

1  bond,  City  of  Chicago,  500  00 

1  bond,  City  of  Bridgeport,  1,000  00 

1  bond,  City  of  Everett.  1,000  00 

1  bond,  Town  of  Middleboro,  1,000  00 

1  bond,  Old  Colony  Railroad  Co.,  1,000  00 

1  bond,  Globe  Investment  Co.  (estimated),  440  00 
28  shares  Atchison  Railway  Co.,  420  00 
3  shares  Atchison  Railway  Co.,  preferred,  60  00 

2  mortgage  notes,  Patrick  Martin,  1,000  00 
Mortgage  note,  Peter  Voorhees.  2,700  00 
Mortgage  note,  L.  C.  &  A.  C.  Helvie,  1,800  00 
Note  on  demand,  Town  of  Norton,  412  33 
Cash  deposited  in  Savings  bank,  505  82 
Cash  on  hand,  168  34 


Total  assets,  Jan.  1,  1898,  $25,206  49 

Total  assets,  Jan.ul,  1897,  24,054  56 


Net  gain,  $1,151  93 


CHARLES  T.  OLDFIELD,  ) 
LESTER  D.  BLANDIN,      }  Selectmen. 
SAVILLION  H.  BATES,  ) 

JACOB  A.  LEONARD,  Treasurer. 


Trustees  of  the  HlcTcs  Trust  and  Reserve  Funds. 
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AUDITORS'  REPORT 

Of  the  Standing  of  the  Town,  January  i,  1898. 


DR. 

Amount  due  Hicks  Reserve  Fund,  loan,  $  412  33 

To  balance  account,  2,040  09 


$2,452  42 

CR. 

Amount  of  cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  $  734  04 

Due  from  J.  Stephen  Wood,  Collector  of  1895,  63  16 

1896,  165  90 

William  A.  Lane,  Collector  of  1897,  424  57 

State  for  State  aid,  1,006  00 

State  for  Military  aid,  18  00 

Town  of  Rehoboth,  pauper  aid,  37  75 

Town  of  Sharon,  pauper  aid,  3  00 


$2,452  42 


Net  balance  in  favor  of  the  town,  Jan.  1,  1898,   $2,040  09 

"     Jan.  1,  1897,     1,066  93 


Increase  of  surplus,  $973  16 

GEORGE  R.  PERRY,  )  AudUors 

GEORGE  H.  TALBOT,  f  auditors. 

Nokton,  January  11,  1898. 
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BURIAL  FUNDS. 

Town  of  Norton  in  Account  with  the  Same. 


NORTON  COMMON  CEMETERY  FUND. 
Dr. 

Jan.  1,  1897.    Amount  invested  in  said  Fund.       $750  00 
Cash  on  hand,  32  40 

"  1,  1898.    Cash  received  for  interest,  31  60 


PERRY  BURIAL  FUND. 


Dr. 


$814  00 

MORSE  BURIAL  FUND. 
Dr. 

« 

Jan.  1,  1897.  Amount  invested  in  said  Fund,  $75  00 
"  44  Cash  on  hand,  08 
"  1,  1898.    Cash  received  for  interest,  3  02 


$78  10 


Jan.  1,  1897.    Amount  invested  in  said  Fund,        $50  00 
44  1,1898.    Cash  received  for  interest,  2  52 

$52  52 
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CR. 

Paid  out  by  order  of  Selectmen  : 

Sep.  30,  1897.  Stillman  A.  Wetherell  for 
mowing  grass  and  labor 
on  cemetery,  $  22  75 

Jan.    1,  1898.    Invested  in  Taunton  Savings 

Bank,  750  00 

Jan.    1,  1898.    Cash  on  deposit  to  balance,  41  25 

$814  00 


Cr. 

Paid  out  by  order  of  Selectmen  : 

Nov.  11,  1897.    Charles  T.  Oldfield  for  care  of 

Knapp  burial  lot,  $  3  10 

Jan.    1,  1898.    Invested  in  Taunton  Savings 

Bank,  75  00 

$78  10 


Cr. 

Paid  out  by  order  of  Selectmen  : 

Dec.  31,  1897.    Stillman  A.  Wetherell  for  care 

of  Perry  burial  lot,  $  1  00 

Jan.    1,  1898.    Invested  in  Taunton  Savings 

Bank,  50  00 

Jan.    1,  1898.    Cash  on  deposit  to  balance,  1  52 


$52  52 
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May  3,  1897. — Received  from  Nathan  H.  Skinner  of 
Taunton,  the  sum  of  One  Hundred  Dollars,  the  income  of 
which  is  to  be  expended  in  taking  care  of  the  burial  lot 
of  Josephus  and  Rebecca  Hack  Skinner  in  the  Centre 
Cemetery.  The  same  is  now  deposited  in  the  Taunton 
Savings  Bank  as  the  Skinner  Fund. 

Dec.  16,  1897. — Received  from  Miss  Sophia  C.  Sweet 
of  Norton,  at  two  different  times,  the  sum  of  One 
Hundred  and  Fifty  Dollars,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be 
expended  in  taking  care  of  the  burial  lots  of  Benjamin 
and  Benjamin  E.  Sweet  in  the  Centre  Cemetery.  The 
same  is  now  deposited  in  the  Bristol  County  Savings 
Bank  as  the  Benjamin  Sweet  Fund. 

JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 

Town  treasurer. 

Norton,  January  11,  1898. 
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LIST  OF  TAXES  NOT  PAID  FEB.  i,  1898. 


Allen,  Heirs  of  Ira  W. 

$  4  29 

Balcom,  Heirs  of  Daniel 

3  96 

Bassett,  Wilmot 

13  88 

Brady,  Heirs  of  Charles 

1  65 

Brady,  Thomas  F. 

3  98 

Carpenter,  William  T. 

2  99 

Chace,  Chester  B. 

5  63 

Cole,  Seneca 

5  28 

Copeland,  Heirs  of  Lidorianna 

33 

Coyle,  James 

27  41 

Crane,  Henry  B. 

4  31 

Davis,  Charles 

11  57 

Dennis,  George  P. 

2  00 

Dirksen,  Peter  C. 

17  18 

Dunbar,  Laura  J. 

1  32 

Durkee,  Henry  S. 

18  50 

Fargo,  Edwin  A. 

2  66 

Galligan,  James  J. 

5  96 

Galligan,  John  M. 

13  22 

Gleaves,  Bridget 

5  28 

Hamilton,  Albert  L. 

2  66 

Hamlin,  James  B. 

8  91 

Hart,  Albert  T. 

4  62 

Haskell,  Chloe  F. 

3  30 

Haskell,  John  A. 

2  00 

Hawes,  Thomas 

33 
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Hodges,  Lloyd  B. 

$  2  31 

Hunt,  Frank  D. 

2  00 

Hunt,  George  C. 

3  63 

Jones,  Henry 

2  99 

Kelley,  Mary 

2  97 

King,  William  A. 

9  92 

Kuntze,  Joseph  L. 

2  00 

Lincoln,  Albert  L. 

3  96 

Lincoln,  Amos  N. 

4  62 

O'Brien,  Heirs  of  Edward 

17  16 

O'Brien,  Edward,  Jr., 

2  00 

O'Brien,  Joseph 

2  00 

Pryor,  Heirs  of  David 

66 

Rathbone,  Julien 

1  98 

Round,  George 

33 

Shepard,  Charles  W. 

2  33 

Short,  John  H. 

14  19 

Skinner,  George  S.  G. 

2  66 

Smith,  Ida  M. 

1  98 

Smith,  Heirs  of  Peter 

7  59 

Soper,  Arthur 

2  00 

Taylor,  Elisha  I. 

2  33 

Thomas,  Mary  C. 

20  34 

Thompson,  Joseph 

2  33 

Tucker,  Estate  of  A.  W. 

1  32 

White,  Mrs.  L.  J. 

13  86 

Wilbur,  Oren 

2  00 

Wilcox,  Isaac 

33 

Williams,  David  J. 

2  00 

Woodward,  Harrie  A. 

33 

Total  amount  due  from  W.  A.  Lane,  Collector,  $307  34 
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TAXES  OF  1896  NOT  PAID. 

Brady,  Heirs  of  Charles  H. 
Brady,  Thomas  F. 
(jfalligan,  John  M. 
Gleaves,  James 
Hodges,  Samuel 
Norton  Cranberry  Bog  Co., 
Parris,  Delia  W. 
Pryor,  Heirs  of  David 
Round,  George 
Smith,  Ida  M. 
Smith,  Heirs  of  Peter 
Tucker,  Estate  of  A.  W. 
Wilbur,  Charles  F. 
Woodward,  Edgar  E. 
Woodward,  Herbert 


TAXES  OF  1895  NOT  PAID. 

Gleaves,  James 
Hodges,  Samuel 
Pryor,  Heirs  of  David 
Round,  George 
Watson,  Samuel 


$  1  75 

4  10 
13  90 

5  60 
53  80 
58  80 

2  80 
70 
35 

2  10 
8  05 
1  40 

3  85 
35 

8  35 


$165  90 


$  5  44 
54  36 
68 
34 
2  34 


$63  16 


Total  amount  due  from  J.  S.  Wood,  Collector,  $229  06 
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LIST  OF  JURORS. 

Presented  to  the  Town  by  the  Selectmen  for  Ac- 
ceptance at  Their  Annual  Meeting,  March  7, 1898. 


John  H.  Arnold, 

Frank  P.  Barney, 

fpji  m<at  pt* 

ttJctlllOlt/l . 

JLCtl  111"  L  . 

Lester  D.  Blandin, 

J.  Erving  Briggs, 

sawyer. 

farmer. 

C.  Walter  Clapp, 

Erastus  B.  Codding. 

steam  engineer. 

farmer. 

Henry  S.  Freeman, 

Henry  Galligan, 

teamster. 

carpenter. 

J.  Herbert  Harvey, 

Oliver  H.  Lane. 

carpenter. 

butcher. 

William  A.  Lane, 

Jacob  A.  Leonard, 

farmer. 

farmer. 

Chauncy  L.  Lincoln, 

Harrison  T.  Lincoln, 

teamster. 

farmer. 

Lloyd  S.  Lincoln, 

Charles  H.  Makepeace, 

farmer. 

jeweler. 

Michael  L.  Marley, 

Charles  T.  Oldfield, 

jeweler. 

farmer. 

Ruel  L.  Robinson, 

Alden  G.  Walker, 

wheelwright. 

farmer. 
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Thomas  B.  Wetherell,  William  D.  Witherell, 
pattern  maker.  farmer. 

Oliver  A.  White,  Elkanah  C.  Wood, 
box  maker.  painter. 

George  P.  Woodward,  Josiah  E.  Woodward, 
farmer.  sawyer. 

CHARLES  T.  OLDPIELD,  ) 
LESTER  D.  BLANDIN,      [  Selectmen. 
SAVILLION  H.  BATES,  ) 

Norton,  February  1,  1898. 
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Births  Recorded  in  Norton  1897. 


Date. 

Name. 

Sex. 

Name  of  Parents. 

Jan.  _  4. 

Hazel  Marie  Freeman. 

F. 

Charles  A.,  Bertha  E. 

"  31. 

Peter  Cornells  Dirksen. 

M. 

Peter  C,  Ardiena  A. 

Feb.  1. 

William  Mason  Lincoln. 

M. 

William  F.,  Minnie  M. 

"  19. 

Martha  Wilbur. 

F. 

Lewis,  Martha 

Mar.  1. 

Eva  Alice  Hodgetts. 

F. 

William,  Kate 

11. 

Lester  Norman  Colburn, 

M. 

Frank  S.,  Lena  E. 

"  31. 

 Reed. 

M. 

Herbert  B.,  Bessie  E. 

Apr.  11. 

 Webber. 

AT 

M. 

George  W.,  Nina  L. 

"  19. 

Joseph  Allred  Russell. 

M. 

Joseph  R.,  Jennie 

May  28. 

Arthur  Earl  Marley. 

M. 

Michael  L.,  Harriet 

June  10. 

Richard  Lynde  Holden. 

M. 

Francis  W.,  Gertrude  L. 

July  (3. 

 Ashley. 

F. 

Henry  C,  Annie 

"  10. 

Rosama  Dion 

F. 

Frederick,  Mary  L. 

Aug.  2. 

George  Howard  Talbot. 

M. 

TTT     1  J_           TT          T             •  T» 

Walter  H. ,  Jessie  P , 

"  13. 

James  Malcolm  Richmond. 

M. 

George  H.,  Agnes  A. 

"  13, 

John  James  Hallihan. 

M. 

John  J.,  Nellie 

"  15. 

Doris  Elizabeth  Kieth. 

F. 

George  E.,  Annie  M. 

Sep.  14. 

Bertha  Eliza  Lincoln. 

F. 

Albert  S.,  Clara  L. 

"  23. 

Gladis  Irene  Tillson. 

F. 

George  A.,  Maude  B. 

"  28. 

Frank  Thomas  Drew. 

M. 

Frank  T.,  Mabel  E. 

Oct.  8. 

Fred.  Jerome  Smith. 

M. 

George  L.,  Agnes  E. 

"  29. 

John  Harry  Hooper. 

M. 

John,  Jennie 

"  29. 

Marion  Rothwell  Bottomley. 

F. 

Joseph  A.,  Fannie  A. 

"  31. 

Helen  Lucretia  Morgan. 

F. 

John,  Henrietta 

Nov.  6. 

Ralph  Alton  Lunn. 

M. 

Linnaeus  W.,  Ada  E. 

"  7. 

Leslie  Cony  Waterman. 

M. 

Rufus  E.,  Mabel  A. 

"  12. 

Hazel  Louise  Manchester. 

F. 

James  H.,  Annie  M. 

"  17. 

Harry  Rogers  Durkee. 

M. 

Harry  S.,  Florence  R. 

Dec.  24. 

John  Russell  Adair. 

M. 

John  G.,  Carrie  E. 

Whole  Number — 29.    Males — 18.    Females — 11. 


JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 
Town  Clerk. 
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Marriages  Recorded  in  Norton  1897. 


Date. 

Name. 

Residence. 

Jan.  12. 

Alfred  D.  Keith, 

Norton. 

Lucy  E.  A.  Dobson, 

Taunton. 

Feb.  14. 

Albert  S.  Lincoln, 

Norton. 

Clara  L.  Lincoln, 

Norton. 

March  7. 

James  B.  Snow,  Jr. 

Norton. 

Bertha  F.  Rhodes, 

Norton. 

March  10. 

Carl  S  Progin, 

Leominster. 

Dacy  Edith  Fitts, 

Mansfield. 

May  8. 

Alvin  L.  Thurber, 

Norton. 

Kate  N.  Foster, 

Norton. 

June  2. 

John  G.  Adair, 

Norton. 

Carrie  E.  Fales, 

Norton. 

July  25. 

Ray  Thornton, 

Taunton. 

Charlotte  L.  Harrub, 

Taunton. 

Aug.  28. 

Joseph  Thompson, 

Norton. 

Annie  F.  Taylor, 

Norton. 

Sept.  18. 

Louis  Warren  Whitmarsh, 

Taunton. 

Isabel  C.  Bliss, 

Taunton. 

October  2. 

Dana  Clifford  Chapman, 

Mansfield. 

Mary  Earl  Oldfield. 

Norton. 

ATCTCTTAL  report 

Oct. 

13. 

Horace  F.  Sweet, 

Norton. 

Luella  Corey, 

Warren,  R.  I. 

Oct. 

14. 

Hiram  A.  West, 

Attleboro. 

Catherine  E.  Kellet, 

Attleboro. 

Oct. 

20. 

Arthur  E.  Sweet, 

Norton. 

Lizzie  B.  Draper, 

Norton. 

Oct. 

20. 

M.  Eveleth  Bickmore, 

Norton. 

Fanny  F.  Briggs, 

Norton. 

Nov. 

3. 

Charles  E.  Willard,  M.  D., 

Catskill,  N.  Y. 

Marcia  Cole, 

Norton. 

Nov. 

3. 

Foster  S.  Innes, 

Norton. 

Sadie  Hayes  Marvell, 

Taunton. 

Nov. 

4. 

Marcus  W.  Keene, 

Norton. 

Flora  M.  Briggs, 

Norton. 

Nov. 

5. 

Oren  F.  Lincoln, 

Norton. 

Mary  H.  Pittinger, 

Norton. 

Nov. 

8. 

1  s  Cl  i  I  i\  1   11,     V  V  UvUVVOilUj 

Alice  B.  Peck, 

Taunton. 

Nov. 

24. 

Charles  T.  Crossman, 

Norton. 

Ellen  L.  Staples, 

Attleboro. 

Dec. 

6. 

Merton  Gr.  Lincoln, 

Norton. 

Charlotte  A.  Carver, 

Norton. 

Whole  Number,  21. 


JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 
Town  Clerk. 
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Deaths  Recorded  in  Norton  1897. 


Age. 


Date. 

Name. 

Cause  of  Death. 

Ys.  Ms.  Ds. 

Jan.  17. 

August  Abrahamson, 

Meningitis. 

21 

Feb.  1. 

William  Gale. 

Uraemia. 

73 

10 

"  11. 

Bridget  Dunn. 

Epithelioma. 

67 

"  21. 

Juliett  L.  Manning. 

Dementia. 

81 

Mar.  4. 

Hannah  P.  Godfrey. 

Acute  bronchitis. 

83 

6 

15 

"  5. 

Helen  J.  White. 

Grip  and  pneumonia. 

63 

11 

"  19. 

Almira  Pratt. 

Cystitis. 

92 

P 

i9 

"  30. 

Hattie  F.  Maker. 

Phthisis  pulmonalis.  ] 

33 

9 

22 

"  31. 

 Reed. 

Still  born. 

April  5. 

William  Chad  wick. 

Heart  failure. 

66 

4 

30 

"  11. 

 Webber. 

Still  born. 

11  15. 

Lester  Norman  Colburn.  Pneumonia. 

1 

5 

"  19. 

William  Mason  Lincoln.  Measles  &  whooping  cough. 

2 

18 

"  24. 

Theodore  Carver. 

Senile  gangrene. 

83 

6 

23 

May  4. 

Gracie  A.  Washburn. 

Measles,  whooping  cough, 
and  pneumonia. 

3 

3 

11  13. 

Laura  G.  Wilbur. 

Measles,  whooping  cough, 

and  pneumonia. 

1 

9 

12 

"  29. 

Irene  M.  Foster 

Consumption. 

20 

10 

13 

June  20. 

Isaac  T.  Braman. 

Cancer  of  stomach. 

67 

8 

19 

"  25. 

James  Sowden. 

Cardiac  Dropsy, 

52 

10 

12 

July  25. 

Cornelia  A.  Harvey. 

Heart  disease. 

81 

4 

8 

"  26. 

Eunice  M.  Smith. 

Exhaustion  from  senile 

insanity. 

73 

1 

16 

Aug.  5. 

Alvin  D.  Lee. 

Disease  of  bladder. 

82- 

2 

29 

"  12. 

Hannah  Dixon. 

Nephritis  and  Uraemia. 

34 

0 

"  24. 

.Rosama  Dion. 

Nephritis. 

1 

14 

Sep.  23. 

Elbridge  D.  Keith. 

Ossification  valvou  heart. 

7-1 

S 

"  27. 

Frank  T.  Drew. 

General  peritonitis. 

23 

s 

13 

52 
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Oct.  9.  Mary  Brettun. 

"  21.  Abigail  S.  Makepeace. 

Nov.  26.  Esther  Lydia  Dorr. 

"  29.  Alden  H.  Leonard. 

Dec.  2.  Mary  A.  Lothrop. 

"  3.  Reuel  Robinson. 

"  14.  Francis  H.  Arnold. 

"  29.  Cyrus  W.  Woodward. 


Carcinoma  of  liver.  67 

Pneumonia  and  bronchitis.  77 

Paralysis  of  heart.  4 

Cerebral  embolism.  68 

Typhoid  fever.  56 

Disease  of  the  bladder.  83 

Apoplexy.  87 

Paralysis  and  bronchitis.  75 


Whole  Number — 34.    Males— 17.    Females — 17. 


JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 
Town  Clerk. 
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WARRANT 

FOR 

ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING. 


BRISTOL,  ss. 

To  Frank  A.  Clapp,  or  either  of  the  Constables  of 
the  Town  of  Norton. 

Greeting  : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  legal  voters  of  the 
Town  of  Norton  to  meet  in  the  Town  Hall  in  said  Norton, 
on  Monday,  the  seventh  day  of  March,  1898,  at  ten  o'clock 
A.  M.,  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  to 
wit : — 

Article  1.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  at  said 
meeting. 

Art.  2.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  revoke  its 
acceptance  of  the  provisions  of  Chapter  One  Hundred  and 
Fifty-eight  of  the  statutes  of  the  year  1871  relating  to  the 
election  of  Road  Commissioners. 
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Art.  3.    To  choose  all  necessary  Town  Officers  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Art.  4.  To  vote  "  Yes  "  or  "  No,"  by  separate  ballots, 
upon  the  question,  "  Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town  the  ensuing  year  ?  " 

Art.  5.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  re- 
ports of  the  Town  Officers. 

Art.  6.  To  raise  money  for  the  repairs  of  roads  and 
bridges. 

Art.  7-  To  raise  money  for  the  support  of  poor  and 
incidental  expenses. 

Art.  8.    To  raise  money  for  the  support  of  schools. 

Art.  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  money  to 
pay  the  tuition  of  scholars  in  the  High  Schools  of  other 
towns. 

Art.  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  money  to 
pay  the  necessary  transportation  expenses  of  scholars  attend- 
ing the  high  schools  of  other  towns. 

Art.  11.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  money  to 
pay  for  conveying  school  children. 

Art.  12  To  raise  money  for  the  purchase  of  school  sup- 
plies. 

Art.  13.    To  raise  money  for  the  repairs  of  school  houses. 

Art.  14.  To  determine  the  manner  of  repairing  their 
school  houses. 

Art.  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  revoke  its  ac- 
ceptance of  the  provisions  of   Chapter  Four  hundred  and 
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thirty-one  of  the  Acts  of  1888  and  its  amendments,  relating 
to  the  employment  of  a  superintendent  of  schools. 

Art.  16.  To  raise  money  for  the  payment  of  the  town's 
proportion  of  the  salary  of  the  superintendent  of  schools. 

Art.  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropriate 
money  toward  the  support  of  the  Norton  Public  Library. 

Art.  18.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  to  sup- 
press the  illegal  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  the  town  of 
Norton,  and  raise  mone}^  therefor. 

Art.  19.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  money  for 
Memorial  Day  services. 

Art.  20.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  money  to 
pay  bills  contracted  for  removal  of  snow  from  the  highways. 

Art.  21.  To  see  if  the  town  will  take  any  action  under 
authority  of  Chapter  Two  hundred  and  ninety-six  of  the 
Acts  of  1895,  in  relation  to  the  width  of  tires  used  on  vehi- 
cles on  the  highways  within  the  town. 

Art.  22.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  place  drinking 
fountains  for  animals  at  Norton  Centre,  Messingerville  and 
Chartley,  and  also  to  connect  water  pipes  to  the  Norton  Com- 
mon Cemetery, — provided  the  water  supply  for  these  purposes 
is  furnished  without  cost  to  the  town, — and  to  appropriate 
money  for  the  same. 

Art.  23.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  straighten  and 
widen  the  road  and  bridge  at  the  Ann  Cobb  bridge, — so 
called — and  to  appropriate  money  for  the  same. 

Art.  24.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  lav- 
out  and  alteration  of  certain  portions  of  the  highway  that 
leads  from  Norton  Centre  past  the  dwelling  house  of  Alden 
G.  Walker  to  Mansfield,  as  made  by  the  Road  Commissioners. 
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Art.  25.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  discontinue 
all  that  portion  of  the  highway  near  the  dwelling  house  of 
Everett  R.  Leonard  which  was  not  included  in  the  layout 
made  by  the  Selectmen,  and  accepted  by  the  town  at  the 
annual  meeting  held  April  4,  1881. 

Art.  26.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  treasurer, 
with  the  approval  of  the  board  of  selectmen,  to  borrow 
money  in  anticipation  of  taxes. 

Art.  27.  To  determine  the  manner  of  collecting  their 
taxes. 

Art.  28.    To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  list 

of  jurors  as  presented  by  the  selectmen. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up 
attested  copies  of  the  body  of  the  same  at  each  of  the  public 
meeting  houses  in  said  town,  seven  days  at  least  before  the 
time  of  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk  at  the  time  and 
place  of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  eighteenth  day  of  February, 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-eight. 

CHARLES  T.  OLDFIELD, 
LESTER  D.  BLANDIN, 
SAVILLION  H.  BATES, 

Selectmen  of  Norton. 
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...    OF    THE    .    .  . 

School  Committee 

...    OF   THE    .    .  . 

TOWN  OF  NORTON, 

Forlthe  Year  Ending  Dec.  31,  1897. 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


TERM  EXPIRES  1898. 

MATTHEW  YOUNG.         CHARLES  I.  CROSSMAN. 
DANIEL  O'BRIEN. 


TERM  EXPIRES  1899. 

WILLIAM  E.  PAYSON.      ALONZO  L.  EDDY. 
WILLIAM  D.  WITHERELL. 


TERM  EXPIRES  1900. 

GEO.  E.  MAKEPEACE.      GEORGE  E,  SMITH. 
CHARLES  C.  VALENTINE. 


GEORGE  E.  MAKEPEACE,  Chairman. 
WILLIAM  E.  PAYSON,  Secretary. 
A.  B.  COLE,  Superintendent. 
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REPORT. 


The  report  of  the  School  Committee  of  Norton  for  the 
year  ending  December  31,  1897,  is  herewith  submitted. 

The  work  of  the  year  past  can  be  favorably  compared  to 
previous  records,  and  there  can  be  only  one  regret,  namely, 
the  shortening  of  the  school  year,  which  will  be  referred  to 
later.  The  enrollment  and  average  attendance  has  increased, 
as  can  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  Superintendent's  report 
herewith.  Our  Superintendent,  as  was  supposed,  has  proved 
himself  energetic  and  in  every  way  capable,  and  improve- 
ment has  been  marked,  particularly  in  the  laying  out  and 
classification  of  the  work.  The  Fall  term,  as  is  noted  by 
Mr.  Cole,  showed  very  gratifying  results,  and  our  corps  of 
teachers  have  worked  in  harmony  under  his  direction  and  to 
distinct  advantage,  over  the  two  previous  terms.  Your  Com- 
mittee found,  on  recommendation  of  Mr.  Cole,  that  it  would 
be  feasible  to  establish  the  first  year's  course  of  High  School 
tuition  at  the  Sturdy  School,  namely,  the  ninth  grade,  and 
with  but  slight  expense.  This  has  proved  very  advanta- 
geous, effecting  a  saving  at  the  rate  of  about  $400  for  the 
year,  enabling  us  (as  Mr.  Cole  reports)  to  keep  all  the  schools 
open  one  week  longer.   This  cutting  down  of  our  school  year 
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from  thirty-six  weeks  to  thirty-four  or  thirty-three,  as  might 
have  been  the  case  except  for  the  saving  as  above,  was  neces- 
sitated by  the  lack  of  the  appropriation  recommended  by  the 
Committee  in  its  last  report.  Your  Committee,  very  reluctant- 
ly, were  obliged  to  make  this  change  rather  than  incur  a  debt, 
and  as  the  Sturdy  School  had  saved  more  than  the  expense  of 
continuing  the  grammar  section  for  the  full  school  year  and 
the  ninth  grade  would  be  unfitted  to  enter  the  second  year's 
course  unless  the  school  was  kept  open,  your  Committee 
voted  in  line  with  that  idea. 

Your  Committee  wish  to  again  recur  to  the  increasing 
expenses  of  our  schools  and  predict  there  can  be  no  abate- 
ment of  this  expense  under  present  conditions ;  in  fact,  as 
our  Superintendent  says,  "  in  two  years,  one-third  at  least  of 
the  amount  now  appropriated  for  schools  will  have  to  be  paid 
for  High  School  tuition  of  pupils  from  the  various  sections 
of  the  town."  The  matter  of  living  within  the  limit  of  a 
yearly  appropriation,  for  now  it  has  come  to  that,  our  old 
balance  due  schools  being  exhausted,  must  receive  consider- 
ation. Our  success  with  the  first  year's  High  School  course 
leads  us  to  suggest  that  the  tenth  grade  should  be  taught  at 
the  Sturdy  School.  This  will  require  an  additional  teacher 
and,  if  successful,  may  be  the  nucleus  for  the  full  High 
School  course  in  our  town.  One  matter  in  this  connection 
should  be  touched  upon,  and  that  is  the  controverting  the 
impression  that  is  abroad  in  some  quarters  that  the  Sturdy 
School  is  an  expense  to  the  town  incommensurate  with  the 
return.  We  can  say  to  contradict  this  that  the  Sturdy 
School  has  grown  to  be  an  institution  our  people  could  not 
dispense  with,  and,  in  passing,  we  are  pleased  to  note  it 
shows  the  lowest  cost  per  capita,  based  on  average  attend- 
ance, of  any  of  our  schools.  We  submit  the  following  sug- 
gestive figures  of  the  cost  of  schools  on  basis  referred  to  : 
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Sturdy— 62  pupils  ;  total  cost,  1879.15;  per  capita,  #14.18. 

Nos.  ly  2,  3,  4,  and  5—89  pupils ;  total  cost,  81,857.48 ; 
per  capita,  $20.87. 

Nos.  6,  7,  and  8—29  pupils  ;  total  cost,  $1,000.04 ;  per 
capita,  $34.48. 

Last  year  the  cost  exceeded  these  figures  in  the  last  three 
schools. 

By  the  above  it  can  be  seen  what  it  costs  to  run  schools 
with  an  average  of  ten  pupils  each.  How  long  are  we  to 
continue  this  waste  of  money  !  In  the  above  statement  no 
allowance  is  made  for  the  saving  in  the  Sturdy  School  by 
putting  in  the  ninth  grade,  and  though  this  school  has  drawn 
from  other  schools,  does  not  such  fact  prove  too  much  in 
favor  of  our  claim  that  there  are  too  many  schools  in  town  X 
If  we  continue  the  ninth  grade  in  the  Sturdy,  or  any  other 
school,  our  Superintendent  reports  we  shall  have  to  have  an 
additional  teacher ;  so  we  must  meet  this  expense,  and  if 
an  adequate  appropriation  is  not  made,  our  school  year  will 
again  have  to  be  shortened.  The  usual  custom  is  to  make 
a  special  appropriation  for  High  School  tuition,  and  we  rec- 
ommend a  sum  for  meeting  such  expense.  In  this  connection 
a  reference  to  the  table  in  the  Superintendent's  report,  bear- 
ing on  the  expense  of  High  Schools  supported  in  towns 
whose  taxable  valuations  are  similar  to  ours,  will  convince 
all  that  the  matter  of  the  ultimate  establishment  of  such  a 
school  should  be  seriously  considered. 

In  dealing  with  the  question  of  the  support  of  our 
schools,  why  should  we  not  pursue  a  broad  and  liberal 
policy?  Let  our  people  realize  that  the  keystone  to  this 
great  arch  of  a  "  Government  of  the  People,  by  the  People, 
and  for  the  People,''  is  popular  education.  The  Common 
School  is  the  nursery  of  the  nation.    Morality,  obedience  to 
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law,  love  of  country,  and  from  all  these  a  respect  for  the 
Supreme  Being  is  inculcated  through  these  safeguards  estab- 
lished by  our  forefathers,  who  pledged  their  scanty  means 
for  their  support  with  as  much  earnestness  and  fervor  as  for 
the  support  of  the  church,  and  almost  as  soon,  after  their 
feet  touched  this  "  stern  and  rock-bound  coast." 

Let  us  maintain  them  with  an  unstinting  hand  and  pledge 
our  faith  that  we  shall  increase  the  usefulness  of  the  common 
school  and  keep  in  line  with  the  best  thought  and  influences 
of  our  grand  Commonwealth,  which  prides  itself  as  being  in 
the  van  of  popular  education.  "  The  Commonwealth  re- 
quires the  education  of  the  people  as  the  safeguard  of  order 
and  liberty." 

We  would  recommend  the  following  appropriations  : 


For  support  of  schools,  $4,000.00 

High  School  tuition,  *  500.00 

Salary  of  Superintendent,  300.00 

Repairs  of  school  houses,  250.00 

School  supplies,  250.00 


The  report  of  the  Superintendent  and  financial  state- 
ment follows. 

For  the  Committee, 

WILLIAM  E.  PAYSON, 

Secretary. 
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Superintendents  Report. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Norton : 

The  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  is 
respectfully  submitted. 

In  the  report  of  last  year  considerable  space  was  devoted 
to  the  various  branches  pursued  in  the  schools,  so  that  sub- 
ject will  need  but  little  attention  at  this  time.  On  the 
whole,  the  year  that  has  just  closed  has  been  a  very  profitable 
one.  Excellent  progress  has  been  made,  not  only  in  the 
amount  of  work  accomplished,  but  in  the  neatness  and  accu- 
racy of  the  same.  A  comparison  of  the  present  work  with 
that  of  one  year  ago  will  show  a  great  improvement.  This  is 
due  largely  to  two  influences — uniformity  of  text-books  and 
the  introduction  of  vertical  writing.  The  Fall  term  that  has 
just  closed  showed  a  considerable  increase  in  attendance  over 
the  preceding  terms.  Diphtheria  at  Barrowsville  and  Chart- 
ley  interfered  with  the  work  during  the  Fall  term  and 
reduced  the  average  attendance  of  those  schools  to  a  consid- 
erable extent.  Outside  of  this,  the  attendance  for  the  Fall 
term  was  very  regular  and  the  interest  shown  by  both  pupils 
and  teachers  better  than  any  previous  term  during  my  con- 
nection with  the  schools.  The  shortening  of  the  school 
year  was  somewhat  of  a  misfortune,  for  the  work  outlined 
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for  the  schools  can  scarcely  be  completed  in  thirty -six  weeks. 
We  aim  to  follow,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  work  of  the  cities 
and  larger  towns,  and  by  devoting  the  time  almost  exclu- 
sively to  the  principal  branches  we  are  able  to  accomplish  it. 

NINTH  GRADE. 

The  work  thus  far  in  the  ninth  grade  established  at  Chart- 
ley  is  very  satisfactory.  Under  the  circumstances  I  believe 
its  establishment  to  have  been  a  wise  move,  for  had  this  not 
been  done  all  the  other  schools  would  probably  have  been 
shortened  one  week  more.  The  continuance  of  this  grade  in 
the  future,  i.  e.,  after  next  June,  must,  however,  come  up 
again  for  your  consideration.  In  order  that  the  conditions 
which  are  liable  to  exist  may  be  fairly  understood,  it  may  be 
well  to  give  a  brief  analysis  of  the  present  school. 

There  are  in  the  ninth  grade  eight  pupils,  in  the  eighth 
grade  six,  and  in  the  seventh  grade  eleven  pupils.  After 
this  year  it  will  be  impossible  for  one  teacher  to  handle  the 
ninth  grade  because  there  will  be  another  class  to  be  pro- 
moted from  the  primary  room,  which  will  then  make  all  the 
grades  full,  viz.,  V.,  VI.,  VII.  and  VIII.,  there  being  now  no 
sixth  grade.  The  problem  of  High  School  tuition  is  one 
which  must  be  met  in  the  near  future,  for,  according  to  the 
present  outlook,  in  two  years  one-third,  at  least,  of  the 
amount  now  appropriated  for  schools  will  have  to  be  paid 
for  High  School  tuition  of  pupils  from  the  various  sections 
of  the  town. 

With  the  increasing  methods  of  transportation  which  are 
promised  the  town,  it  may  be  well  to  anticipate  an  economi- 
cal consolidation  of  schools,  thus  increasing  their  efficiency 
and  materially  reducing  the  cost. 
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For  the  benefit  of  any  who  may  be  interested,  a  list  of 
twenty  towns  of  about  the  valuation  and  population  of  Nor- 
ton is  given  and  with  which  school  costs  may  be  compared. 
Many  of  these  towns  are  obliged  to  support  a  High  School 
because  no  neighboring  town  can  accommodate  them.  This 
list  is  from  the  last  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Education. 

TEXT  BOOKS  AND  SUPPLIES. 

In  the  purchase  and  distribution  of  supplies  the  same  care 
has  been  taken  which  an  ordinary  business  man  would  use  in 
his  own  personal  affairs.  By  the  introduction  of  geographies 
a  new  impetus  was  given,  and  by  the  introduction  of  new 
arithmetics  uniformity  was  attained.  Very  poor  work  was 
being  done  in  this  subject  owing  to  the  large  variety  of  text 
books  in  use.  At  one  time  before  the  change,  Grade  V.,  in 
five  schools,  was  using  as  many  different  text  books,  a  mock- 
ery to  any  system  or  course  of  study.  Up  to  the  close  of  the 
Fall  term  no  reading  matter  whatever  had  been  bought 
within  the  past  two  years.  During  the  vacation  a  consider- 
able quantity  has  been  purchased.  By  dividing  our  material 
into  three  divisions,  each  division  having  a  definite  object  in 
view,  it  is  hoped  that  the  children  will  be  greatly  aided  in 
their  other  work.  Heretofore  the  reading  has  been  graded, 
but  not  classified. 

The  three  divisions  will  be:  (a),  Literature,  which  will 
acquaint  the  child  year  by  year  with  the  great  American 
authors  and  their  masterpieces  ;  (5),  History  and  Travel,  to 
prepare  the  way  and  supplement  the  work  in  the  text  books 
on  the  subjects  of  history  and  geography;  (V),  Nature,  in- 
cluding Physiology,  to  cultivate  the  power  of  observation  and 
encourage  original  investigation  and  thought,  two  things 
greatly  needed  in  our  school  work. 
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Parents  who  find  their  children  changed  into  different 
reading  books  from  time  to  time  will  understand  that  it  is 
according  to  this  classification. 
I 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

The  books  of  the  Public  Library  have  been  well  utilized 
by  most  of  the  teachers  and  have  been  worthy  factors  in  the 
s access  of  the  schools.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  those 
schools  in  which  the  books  are  constantly  used  in  connection 
with  the  studies,  the  pupils  are  more  ready  with  recitations 
than  in  those  schools  in  which  no  outside  books  are  used. 

It  is  well  to  remember  that  books  are  the  tools  of  the 
school.  Rightly  used  they  develop  the  intellectual  man*; 
wrongly  used  they  are  "time  wasted."  Here  again  the  co- 
operation of  parents  is  sought.  Children  should  be  encour- 
aged to  read.  Reading  is  broadening.  Reading  is  a  habit 
easily  cultivated. 

tk  A  desire  for  reading  about  people  in  strange  countries, 
an  interesting  historical  epoch,  or  the  deeds  of  some  great 
man  is  generally  present  in  youth.  If  not,  the  desire  may 
then  be  easily  cultivated,  whereas  it  cannot  be  in  later  life. 
Again  and  again  have  persons,  whose  early  training  was 
neglected,  endeavored  to  acquire  a  liking  for  reading.  Time 
hung  heavy  ;  they  had  no  entertaining  company ;  but  they 
simply  could  not  get  interested  in  books.  The  twig  could 
have  been  bent,  but  the  tree  cannot." — Halleck. 

TARDY  MARKS. 

The  great  number  of  tardy  marks  merits  thoughtful  con- 
sideration. In  many  cases  the  registers  show  that  several 
children  from  the  same  family  are  habitually  tardy,  and  the 
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majority  of  the  marks  are  caused  by  a  comparatively  few 
children.  Surely,  in  this  matter  of  promptness,  as  witnessed 
by  the  records  for  the  year,  children  are  not  being  brought 
up  in  the  way  they  should  go.  The  matter  was  mentioned 
in  last  year's  report,  and  once  more  co-operation  is  asked. 

In  the  case  of  dismissals,  many  of  these  are  caused  by 
pupils  who  take  music  lessons,  and  so  their  cause  is  com- 
mendable, but  there  can  be  no  cause  for  so  many  tardy 
marks. 

VISITING  SCHOOL. 

Parents  are  urgently  requested  to  visit  the  schools,  not 
only  in  their  own  locality,  but  in  other  sections  of  the  town 
as  well.  It  is  only  by  coming  personally  in  contact  with  the 
schools  that  one  is  able  to  judge  of  their  efficiency.  The 
number  of  visitors  for  the  past  year  has  fallen  off  from  that 
of  the  year  preceding.  This,  however,  is  easily  accounted 
for.  During  the  past  year  there  have  been  but  few  school 
entertainments  or  exhibitions  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year,  hence  parents  have  not  visited  the  schools  because  they 
were  not  to  be  entertained.  A  few  exhibitions  a  year  in- 
volving no  special  amount  of  time  are  commendable,  but, 
after  all,  they  amount  to  but  little  in  themselves  and  take  a 
great  deal  of  energy  from  both  teacher  and  pupil  which 
ought  to  be  directed  towards  more  definite  results.  In  many 
of  the  larger  towns  societies  have  been  formed  having  for 
their  object  a  better  understanding  of  the  schools  on  the  part 
of  the  parents.  Brookline,  one  of  the  most  progressive  edu- 
cational towns  in  the  country,  was  the  originator  of  the  plan, 
which  is  now  rapidly  extending  all  over  the  State.  Extracts 
from  an  article  by  the  President  of  the  Brookline  society  are 
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here  given.  After  the  parents  had  begun  to  look  into  school 
matters,  he  says,  "  The  result  was  wonderfully  stimulating, 
and  led  to  personal  investigations  and  observations  of  school 
methods  and  some  practical  contributions.  For  the  first- 
time,  I  am  quite  sure,  the  teachers  felt  that  their  work  was 
understood  and  appreciated  by  parents  before  apathetic  or 
wholly  uninterested.  By  such  direct  personal  contact  a  sud- 
den insight,  of  a  most  illuminating  nature,  was  acquired  by 
the  parents  of  what  the  teachers  were  doing,  and  the  teachers 
gained  a  knowledge  that  they  never  had  before  possessed  of 
the  needs  of  the  parents." 

Farther  on  he  says:  "First,  I  see  indications  of  an 
augmented  interest  in  education. 

"Second,  I  see  many  taking  a  wider  and  broader  view  of 
school  education  than  they  had  before.    *    *  * 

"  Third,  I  perceive  the  idea  gaining  ground  that  true 
education  means  a  correlation  of  all  educative  forces  both  of 
the  home  and  the  school,  supplementing  each  other  and 
working  harmoniously  together.    *    *  * 

"  Fourth,  I  perceive,  in  many  of  the  teachers  themselves, 
a  more  deep  and  serious  spirit  in  their  work,  due,  I  suppose, 
to  the  better  comprehension  they  have  of  the  parents  and  the 
parents  have  of  them.  Finally,  I  wish  to  say,  with  all  the 
emphasis  in  my  power,  that  such  success  as  our  society  has 
attained  has  been  largely  due  to  the  attempt  we  have  made 
to  learn  something  of  the  spirit  of  education  ;  of  its  meaning 
from  the  broadest  and  highest  point  of  view." 

While  it  may  not  be  feasible  to  form  such  a  society  in 
Norton,  yet  there  should  be  just  such  a  spirit  on  the  part  of 
every  citizen. 

Oftentimes  the  teacher's  best  efforts  are  counteracted  in 
the  home  because  the  work  of  the  school  is  not  sufficiently 
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understood.  Education  consists  of  something  more  than 
book  knowledge.  It  is  the  training  of  the  mind  to  do  origi- 
nal thinking,  whereas  book  knowledge,  in  the  form  of  facts 
and  figures  alone,  is  dependent  wholly  on  memory,  and  when 
the  memory  fails  they  are  lost  forever.  It  is  from  not  under- 
standing the  basic  principles  of  education  that  many  people 
misjudge,  and  it  is  to  overcome  such  difficulties  that  educa- 
tional, societies  are  being  formed. 

SCHOOL  MAINTENANCE. 

According  to  the  last  annual  report  of  the  State  Board  of 
Education,  Norton  stands  208  in  a  total  of  353  cities  and 
towns  based  upon  the  sum  appropriated  for  each  child  be- 
tween 5  and  15  years  of  age.  Compared  by  the  amount 
appropriated,  based  upon  valuation,  Norton  stands  184. 

The  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Education,  discus- 
sing the  cost  of  education,  says :  "  Attention  has  already 
been  called  to  the  significant  earning  power  of  Massachusetts 
people,  the  average  being  73  cents  a  day  for  every  man, 
woman  and  child,  as  against  an  average  of  40  cents  a  day  for 
each  person  in  the  whole  country.  This  excess  of  33  cents  a 
day  means  $100  a  year  for  each  inhabitant  of  Massachusetts, 
or  $250,000,000  a  year  for  the  entire  population — an  amount 
so  large  that  the  annual  expenditure  for  education,  which  is 
about  one  twenty-fifth  of  that  suni,  seems  relatively  insignifi- 
cant. Thoughtful  men  attribute  this  vast  excess  of  wealth- 
producing  power  to  that  intelligence,  self-reliance,  and 
character  that  are  so  well  nurtured  under  Massachusetts 
influences  and  largely  in  her  public  schools.    The  expendi- 


14 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


ture  for  schools,  if  we  measure  results  in  a  mere  utilitarian 
way,  seems,  therefore,  to  pay  for  itself  many  times  over." 

In  closing  I  wish  to  thank  the  citizens,  the  teachers,  and 
the  individual  members  of  the  Committee  for  the  favors  so 
uniformly  extended. 

AARON  B.  COLE, 

Superintendent. 

January  1,  1898. 
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Teachers. 

Jennie  L.  Heckman. 

Abbie  A.  Vance, 
f  Alice  W.  Sturdy  (1). 
{  Edith  J.  Ricker  (1). 
(  Mabel  F.  Alden  (1). 
j  Minnie  Leighton  (2). 
}  Julia  A.  Litchfield  (1). 

Hattie  B.  White. 
(  Julia  N.  Taylor  (2). 
]  Minnie  Folsom  (1). 

Clara  0.  Woodward. 
[Mabel  C.  Reid  (1). 
J  I  Ada  C.  Fisher,  /  /n 
1  1  Delya  Cash,     S{  )' 
[  Olivette  Saltsman  (1). 

Adelaide  E.  Austin. 

Charlotte  B.  Lincoln. 
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School. 

Sturdy  Grammar. 
Sturdy  Primary. 

No.  1. 

No.  2. 
No.  3. 
No.  4. 
No.  5. 

No.  6. 

No.  7. 
No.  8. 

Total, 
1896, 
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COMPARATIVE  TABLE. 


A 

J? 

ch'l 
iths 

GO 

,  S-t 

TOWN. 

Population. 

Valuation. 

Pupils  in  to 

Average 
Membersh 

Teachers 
Required 

Pupils  in  H 
School. 

Length  of  s 
year  in  mor 

Salary  of  H 
Principal 

Total  amou 
expended 
Schools. 

Somerset, 

1988 

1,015,830 

333 

287 

10 

15 

10 

700 

$4,718.36 

Edgartown. 

1125 

730,337 

156 

123 

6 

26 

9 

540 

2,592.49 

Brewster, 

901 

568,285 

146 

108 

5 

37 

8| 

510 

3,154,92 

Chatham, 

1809 

839,456 

263 

245 

12 

43 

9 

900 

5,744.65 

Sandwich, 

1580 

909,950 

242 

216 

10 

40 

10 

1000 

5,643.64 

Wellfleet, 

968 

650,522 

124 

127 

5 

65 

9 

600 

3,314.48 

Cheshire, 

1176 

688,829 

186 

172 

8 

27 

9 

504 

3,549.00 

Hinsdale, 

1650 

697,406 

377 

241 

11 

39 

9| 

610 

5,500.00 

Sheffield, 

1897 

896,894 

302 

235 

12 

24 

9i 

570 

4,674.84 

Essex, 

1587 

872,100 

213 

214 

10 

56 

8* 

850 

4,291.06 

West  Newbury, 

1643 

869,073 

259 

219 

11 

42 

9 

733$ 

4,310.51 

Ashfield, 
Conway, 

1013 

496,338 

194 

136 

11 

39 

9i 

700 

2,274.51 

1304 

680,899 

220 

199 

10 

56 

9 

600 

3,925.59 

Northfield, 

1851 

894,048 

217 

184 

9 

22 

8f 

400 

3,875.22 

Pembroke, 

1223 

650,135 

197 

177 

8 

34 

8* 

425 

2,485.13 

Norwell, 

1540 

872,001 

220 

213 

12 

47 

9i 

900 

4,595.86 

Hubbardston, 

1274 

655,977 

213 

191 

9 

13 

400 

3,499.57 

Mendon, 

889 

541,195 

133 

139 

7 

24 

«¥ 

500 

2,636.34 

Belchertown, 

2161 

840,715 

465 

390 

20 

76 

9 

800 

5,809.47 

Wilmington, 

1420 

968,311 

241 

230 

8 

21 

10 

700 

3,520.86 
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CHAPTER  498,  ACTS  OF  1894. 
An  Act  Relative  to  the  Attendance  of  Children  in  the  Schools. 

Section  1.  Every  person  having  under  his  control  a  child  between 
the  ages  of  eight  and  fourteen  years,  *  *  shall  annually  cause  such 
child  to  attend  some  public  day  school  in  the  city  or  town  in  which  he 
resides,  and  such  attendance  shall  continue  for  at  least  thirty  weeks  of 
the  school  year,  if  the  schools  are  kept  open  for  that  length  of  time,  with 
an  allowance  of  two  weeks'  time  for  absences,  not  excused  by  the  Super- 
intendent of  Schools  or  School  Committee. 

Such  period  of  attendance  shall  begin  within  the  first  month  of  the 
Fall  term  of  school  and  for  each  five  days'  absence  of  any  such  child 
thereafter,  in  excess  of  the  above  allowance,  before  the  completion  of 
the  required  annual  attendance  of  thirty  weeks,  the  person  having  such 
child  under  his  control  shall,  upon  the  complaint  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee or  any  truant  officer,  forfeit  to  the  use  of  the  public  schools  of  such 
city  or  town  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars  ;  but  if  such  child  has 
attended  for  a  like  period  of  time  a  private  day  school  approved  by  the 
School  Committee  of  such  city  or  town,  or  if  such  child  has  been  other- 
wise instructed  for  a  like  period  of  time  in  the  branches  of  learning 
required  by  law  to  be  taught  in  the  public  schools,  or  has  already  ac- 
quired the  branches  of  learning  required  by  law  to  be  taught  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  or  if  his  physical  or  mental  condition  is  such  as  to  render 
such  attendance  inexpedient  or  impracticable,  such  penalties  shall  not 
be  incurred. 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR. 

PUPILS  NEITHER  ABSENT  OR  TARDY. 


Three  terms,  7 
Two  terms,  7 
One  term,  46 

Total,  60 

Three  Years,  1895-6-7. 

Lizzie  E.  Young,  Mildred  Barney. 

Two  Years,  1896-7. 

Jennie  A.  M.  Butts.  Chester  F.  Butts. 

One  Year,  1897. 

Bessie  Crossman.  Gertrude  Fales. 

Charles  F.  Barney.  (7.) 

Two  Terms. 

Jessie  Young.  Louise  Wetherell. 

Howard  Woodward.  Mamie  Clapp. 

Theresa  Jackson.  Mary  Jackson. 

Harriet  Danforth.  (7.) 
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One  Term. 


Ernest  Williams. 

Maud  Coyle. 

Edith  Soper. 

Ralph  Gibbs. 

Earl  Barney. 

George  Shepard. 

Ethel  Dorr. 

Laura  Haskell. 

Elsie  Woods. 

Florence  Dorr. 

Ethel  Reed. 

Gilbert  Bulley. 

Irving  Dorr. 

Charles  Kimball. 

James  Leddy. 

Harold  Broadbent. 

Stephen  Kimball. 

Frank  Fitzgerald. 

Willie  Reed. 

Eva  Pike. 

George  Keene. 

Stephen  Quinter. 

John  A.  Prouty. 

Eddie  Galligan. 

Everett  Waterman. 

Earl  Waterman. 

Alice  Sherman. 

George  Wetherell. 

Gertrude  Wetherell. 

Lemmie  Wetherell. 

Edna  Dunham. 

Clarence  Fiske. 

Jamie  Jackson. 

Bell  Grossman. 

Charles  Francis. 

Clyde  Bruce. 

Charles  Kingsley. 

Timothy  O'Brien. 

Earle  Danforth. 

Harry  Blandin. 

James  Wilbur. 

Hathaway  Leonard. 

Lottie  Leonard. 

Elsie  Guilliam. 

Lillian  Washburn. 

Joseph  Lincoln. 

(46.) 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


SCHOOL  MONEY. 


Amount  due  the  schools  January  1,  1897,  $  15 

Appropriation  by  the  town,  3,000  00 

Received  from  State,  income  of  School  Fund,  362  57 

Received  from  County,  dog  license  money,  407  70 

Received  from  State,  tuition  of  state  children,  64  00 
Received  from  State,  on  account  of  joint  district, 

for  teachers'  wages,  200  00 


$4,034  42 

Expended  for  the  support  of  schools,  4,034  42 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS. 
Aaron  B.  Cole,  services  as  superintendent,  $600  00 


SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 
Sturdy  School. 

Agnes  M.  James,  teaching  grammar  department, 

one  week,  Winter  term,  $  10  00 

Jennie  L.  Heckman,  teaching  grammar  depart- 
ment, eleven  weeks,  Winter  term,  110  00 
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Jennie  L.  Heckman,  teaching  grammar  depart- 
ment, ten  weeks,  Spring  term, 

Jennie  L.  Heckman,  teaching  grammar  depart- 
ment, sixteen  weeks,  Fall  term, 

Abbie  A.  Yance,  teaching  primary  department, 
twelve  weeks,  Winter  term, 

Abbie  A.  Vance,  teaching  primary  department, 
ten  weeks,  Spring  term, 

Abbie  A.  Vance,  teaching  primary  department, 
twelve  weeks,  Fall  term, 

Louis  A.  Sturdy,  janitor, 

A.  H.  Sweet,  13  tons,  1,800  lbs.  coal, 

O.  H.  Lane,  wood,  in  full  to  date, 

O.  H.  Lane,  one  load  oak  wood, 

O.  H.  Lane,  H  cords  pine  wood, 


School  No.  1. 

Alice  W.  Sturdy,  teaching  eleven  weeks, 

Winter  term, 
Edith  J.  Ricker,  teaching  eleven  weeks, 

Spring  term, 
Mabel  F.  Alden,  teaching  twelve  weeks, 

Fall  term, 
William  C.  Clapp,  janitor, 
George  E.  Makepeace,  janitor, 
George  W.  Carpenter,  janitor, 
Samuel  Thompson,  janitor, 
A.  H.  Sweet,  5  tons,  1,640  lbs.  coal, 
J.  S.  Wood,  4  tons,  190  lbs.  coal, 
G.  E.  Makepeace,  one  cord  oak  wood,  sawed, 
Moses  Lincoln,  kindlings, 


100  00 

192  00 

108  00 

90  00 

108  00 
57  00 
86  40 
11  25 
2  50 
4  00 


$879  15 


$110  00 

99  00 

108  00 
6  00 
3  00 
36  90 
9  60 
36  31 
25  52 
5  00 
2  66 


$441  99 
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School  No.  2. 


Minnie  Leighton,  teaching  eleven  weeks, 

Winter  term,  $  99  00 
Minnie  Leigh  ton,  teaching  eleven  weeks, 

Spring  term,  99  00 
Julia  A.  Litchfield,  teaching  twelve  weeks, 

Fall  term,  108  00 

Arthur  L.  Valentine,  janitor,  10  00 

L.  C.  Witherell,  2^  cords  oak  wood,  sawed,  12  50 

L.  C.  Witherell,  pine  wood  and  kindlings,  8  50 


$337  00 


School  No.  3. 


Hattie  B.  White,  teaching  eleven  weeks, 

Winter  term,  $  99  00 
Hattie  B.  White,  teaching  eleven  weeks, 

Spring  term,  99  00 
Hattie  B.  White,  teaching  twelve  weeks, 

Fall  term,  108  00 

Annie  Jackson,  janitor,  10  50 

Herbert  Woodward,  5  cords  oak  wood,  sawed,  20  00 

Alonzo  L.  Eddy,  5  cords  oak  wood,  sawed,  23  75 


$360  25 


School  No.  4. 


Julia  M.  Taylor,  teaching  eleven  weeks, 

Winter  term,  $  99  00 

Julia  M.  Taylor,  teaching  eleven  weeks, 

Spring  term,  99  00 
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Minnie  Polsom,  teaching  twelve  weeks, 


Fall  term, 

108 

00 

Ira  Pocknet,  janitor, 

10 

00 

George  H.  Arnold,  3  cords  oak  wood. 

12 

00 

George  H.  Arnold,  If  cords  slabs, 

4 

50 

Charles  I.  Crossman,  sawing  and  housing  wood, 

3 

mil? 

75 

$336 

25 

School  No.  5. 

Clara  0.  Woodward,  teaching  eleven  weeks, 

Winter  term, 

$110 

00 

Clara  0.  Woodward,  teaching  eleven  weeks, 

Spring  term, 

110 

00 

Clara  0.  Woodward,  teaching  twelve  weeks, 

Fall  term, 

120 

00 

Edward  C.  Kingsley,  janitor, 

12 

95 

J.  S.  Wood,  3  cords,  5f  feet  wood, 

13 

95 

E.  C.  White,  2  cords,  4f  feet  wood, 

10 

37 

George  E.  Smith,  sawing  and  housing  wood, 

o 
6 

r\r\ 
00 

Moses  Lincoln,  kindlings, 

1 

72 

$381 

99 

School  No.  6. 

Mabel  C.  Reid,  teaching  eleven  weeks,  Winter 

term, 

$  99 

00 

Ada  C.  Fisher,  teaching  seven  weeks,  Spring 

term, 

59 

50 

M.  A.  Kingman,  teaching  one  week,  Spring 

term, 

9 

00 

Delya  Cash,  teaching  three  weeks,  Spring  term, 

27 

00 
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Olivette  R.  Saltsman,  teaching  twelve  weeks, 

Fall  term, 
Timothy  P.  O'Brien,  janitor, 
Earl  C.  White,  4^  cords  oak  wood,  sawed  and 

housed, 


School  No.  7. 

Adelaide  E.  Austin,  teaching  eleven  weeks, 

Winter  term, 
Adelaide  E.  Austin,  teaching  eleven  weeks, 

Spring  term, 
Adelaide  E.  Austin,  teaching  twelve  weeks, 

Fall  term, 
Chester  F.  Butts,  janitor, 
G.  E.  Makepeace,  2  cords  oak  wood,  sawed, 
Moses  Lincoln,  1  cord  edgings, 
Chester  F.  Butts,  cutting  edgings, 


School  No.  8. 

Charlotte  B.  Lincoln,  teaching  eleven  weeks, 

Winter  term, 
Charlotte  B.  Lincoln,  teaching  eleven  weeks, 

Spring  term, 
Charlotte  B.  Lincoln,  teaching  twelve  weeks, 

Fall  term, 
Willie  C.  Austin,  janitor, 
Lillian  Washburn,  janitor, 


108  00 
9  75 

16  67 
5  12 


$334  04 


$  99  00 

99  00 

180  00 
9  00 
10  00 
2  00 
75 


$327  75 


$  99  00 

99  00 

108  00 
1  45 

3  55 
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John  Griggsby,  janitor,  6  00 

W.  D.  Witherell,  17  feet  oak  wood,  8  50 

W.  D.  Witherel),  21  feet  pine  wood,  7  75 

John  Griggsby,  sawing  and  housing  wood,  5  00 


$338  25 

High  School  Tuition. 

Town  of  Attleboro,  tuition  of  James  P.  Biram 

for  43  weeks,  $53  75 

Leroy  D.  Braman,  40  weeks,  50  00 

Harry  P.  Sturdy,  40  weeks,  50  00 

Louis  A.  Sturdy,  24  weeks,  30  00 

Edith  C.  Crossman,  24  weeks,  30  00 

C.  Sanford  Wetherell,  12  weeks,  15  00 
Town  of  Mansfield,  tuition  of  Mary  E.  Clapp 

for  24  weeks,  12  00 

Emma  R.  Woodward,  24  weeks,  12  00 

Gertrude  A.  Blandin,  16  weeks,  10  00 

Alice  M.  King,  16  weeks,  10  00 
City  of  Taunton,  tuition  of  Mattie  J.  Crane  for 

20  weeks,  25  00 


$297  75 

Total  amount  paid  for  support  of  schools,       $4,034  42 


REPAIRS  OF  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

Sturdy  School  House. 

John  Harvey,  sundry  repairs,  $11  79 

Claude  L.  Bowen,  mason  work,  3  00 


26 


ANNUAL  EEPORT. 


Zoe  Mundor,  cleaning  school  rooms,  3  70 


$18  49 

No  1. 

Weir  Stove  Co.,  new  grate  for  furnace,  $  2  40 

George  E.  Makepeace,  painting  blackboards,  2  00 

William  C.  Clapp,  moving  desks,  1  00 

George  E.  Makepeace,  kalsomining  and  painting,  23  50 

G.  E.  Makepeace,  lock  and  key,  45 

Claude  L.  Bowen,  mason  work,  3  40 
G.  E.  Makepeace,  picture  moulding,  hooks  and 

cord,  1  35 

J.  F.  Sweet,  putting  up  picture  moulding,  1  00 

George  W.  Carpenter,  cleaning  school  room,  60 

Peter  Boulett,  cleaning  out  well,  2  00 

Dana  Bruce,  oiling  clock,  50 

Joseph  F.  Sweet,  new  flagstaff,  6  50 

J.  F.  Sweet,  repairs  on  fence,  15  29 
G.  E.  Makepeace,  painting  fence  and  setting 

glass,  80 


$60  79 

No.  2.  f 

Claude  L.  Bowen,  repairs  on  plastering,  3  30 

Edwin  B.  Wetherell,  whitewashing,  5  00 


$8  30 

No.  3. 

Annie  Jackson,  cleaning  school  room,  $2  00 

A.  H.  Sweet,  foot  stools,  75 
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No.  4. 

Claude  L.  Bowen,  repairs  on  plastering,  $3  10 

Joseph  Dion,  grading  school  yard,  2  15 

Emilia  K.  Arnold,  gravel,  50 

George  E.  Makepeace,  painting  blackboard,  2  00 

George  A.  Sweeney,  window  shades,  2  25 

Charles  I.  Crossman,  cleaning  school  room,  2  00 

C.  I.  Crossman,  setting  glass,  75 

C.  I.  Crossman,  lock  for  door,  50 


$13  25 

No.  5. 

J.  L.  Hammett  Co.,  slate  blackboards,  $8  40 

G.  E.  Smith,  freight  paid  on  blackboards,  1  11 

J.  F.  Sweet,  setting  up  blackboards,  3  40 

Wm.  J.  White,  repairing  walls  and  whitewashing,  6  50 

George  S.  Newhall,  stove  pipe,  3  50 

George  E.  Makepeace,  painting  blackboards,  2  00 

George  E.  Smith,  iron  sink  and  setting  up,  4  02 

G.  E.  Smith,  setting  glass,  85 

Melville  Howard,  cleaning  school  room,  3  45 


$33  23 

No.  6. 

William  J.  White,  cleaning  school  room,  $2  50 

Wm.  J.  White,  mowing  school  yard,  75 
Wm.  J.  White,  repairing  walls  and  whitewashing,  5  50 
Daniel  O'Brien,  setting  glass  and  repairs  on  lock,      2  09 
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B.  F.  Woodward,  repairs  on  underpinning 

and  windows, 

A     A  ft" 

4  45 

$15  29 

No.  7. 

Joseph  F.  Sweet,  repairs  on  doors, 

$3  29 

George  E.  Makepeace,  painting  blackboards, 

2  40 

$5  69 

No.  8. 

W.  D.  Witherell,  pump  and  repairs  on  well, 

$9  90 

Total  amount  paid  for  repairs  of  school  houses,  $167  69 

SCHOOL  SUPPLIES. 

'  Dr. 

Stock  on  hand  last  year, 

$121  05 

Paid  for  school  supplies  as  follows : 

Ginn  &  Company, 

103  12 

Edw.  E.  Babb  &  Co., 

60  55 

The  American  Book  Co., 

26  42 

J.  L.  Hammett  Co., 

18  39 

Silver,  Burdett  &  Co., 

5  10 

Thompson,  Brown  &  Co., 

5  00 

University  Publishing  Co., 

3  60 
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Werner  School  Book  Co.,  3  60 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co.,  3  50 

John  N.  Prouty,  1  60 

Winthrop  B.  Jones,  1  00 

Allyn  &  Bacon,  98 

Naham  Perry  &  Co.,  furnishings,  8  00 

James  W  Gifford  Co.,  1  65 

Pierce  Hardware  Co.,       "  1  00 

George  E.  Smith,             "  50 

George  E.  Makepeace,      l<  45 

Clara  O.  Woodward,        "  35 

John  N.  Prouty,              "  25 

Y.  DeLue  &  Co.,  flag,  4  95 

Frank  A.  Clapp,  expressage,  9  10 


$380  16 

Cr. 

Stock  on  hand  January  1,  1898,  198  50 

Expressage,  9  10 

Supplies  sold,  1  33 

Supplies  furnished  to  schools  in  1897,  171  23 


$380  16 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 


TOWN   CLERK  AND  TREASURER. 

JACOB  A.  LEONARD. 

SELECTMEN,  ASSESSORS  AND  OVERSEERS  OF  POOR. 

CHARLES  T.  OLDFIELD,       LESTER  D.  BLANDIN, 
WILLIAM  A.  LANE. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

GEORGE  E.  MAKEPEACE,    WILLIAM  E.  PAYSON. 
WILLIAM  D.  WITHERELL,   DANIEL  O'BRIEN, 
CHARLES  I.  CROSSMAN,      GEORGE  E.  SMITH, 
MATTHEW  YOUNG,  ALONZO  L.  EDDY, 

CHARLES  C.  VALENTINE. 

ROAD  COMMISSIONERS. 

FRANK  A.  CLAPP,  EDWIN  R.  LINCOLN. 

JOHN  H.  ARNOLD. 

COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES. 

J.  STEPHEN  WOOD. 

AUDITORS. 

GEORGE  R.  PERRY,*  GEORGE  H.  TALBOT. 

CONSTABLES. 

FRANK  A.  CLAPP,  GEORGE  B.  SHAW. 

^Deceased  January  14,  1899. 


ROAD  COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT. 


EASTERN  DISTRICT. 

Paid  for  labor  : — 


Edwin  R.  Lincoln, 

$61  68 

Clifton  Leonard, 

48  10 

Lloyd  S.  Lincoln, 

47  40 

Earl  C.  White, 

46  07 

W.  Walter  Becker, 

45  20 

David  Holmes, 

43  66 

Daniel  A.  Woodward, 

43  40 

J.  Stephen  Wood, 

40  35 

Otis  J.  Sweet, 

31  71 

John  Griggsby, 

24  68 

Eddie  A.  Lincoln, 

22  65 

A.  Lincoln  Leonard, 

21  45 

Harrison  T.  Lincoln, 

20  85 

Fred  0.  Lincoln, 

20  10 

John  H.  White, 

19  95 

Jones  W.  Godfrey, 

18  00 

Oren  C.  Drayton, 

17  70 

John  Hooper, 

17  70 

Harrie  R.  Leonard, 

17  70 

William  V.  Smith, 

14  48 

Walter  E.  Foster, 

14  42 

William  F.  Lincoln, 

13  58 

George  H.  Leonard, 

13  40 

Emory  C.  Lincoln, 

12  75 
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1  John  H.  Lincoln, 

12  72 

Moses  Lincoln, 

10  25 

Lester  H.  Holmes, 

9  73 

George  H.  Washburn, 

9  15 

William  B.  Washburn, 

9  00 

Horace  F.  Sweet, 

7  65 

George  B.  Lincoln, 

6  83 

Moses  0.  Lincoln, 

6  51 

Elwin  H.  Pizer, 

5  40 

Thomas  Reilly, 

5  40 

Albert  S.  Lincoln, 

4  80 

Albert  W.  White, 

4  50 

Louis  B.  Woodw  ard, 

4  20 

Peter  Boulett, 

4  00 

George  T.  Crane, 

3  70 

Nelson  Soule, 

3  60 

John  Mitchell, 

3  45 

Willie  C.  Austin, 

3  00 

Ellis  Horton, 

3  00 

George  L.  Titus, 

2  85 

Barna  F.  Woodward, 

2  80 

Harold  M.  English, 

2  78 

Arthur  W.  Bolton, 

2  75 

George  F.  Butts, 

2  25 

Daniel  L.  Smith, 

2  25 

Edgar  M.  Holmes, 

2  18 

Chester  W.  Sweet, 

2  10 

Dana  H.  Bruce, 

1  50 

Emmons  H.  Lincoln, 

1  50 

Henry  A.  Lincoln, 

1  50 

Walter  F.  Pizer, 

1  50 

George  A.  Dunham, 

1  49 

Oliver  A.  White, 

1  25 

Charles  S.  Bruce, 

1  05 
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Paid  Thomas  A.  Beaman, 
Orville  B.  Sweet, 
Harry  S.  Durkee, 
William  J.  White, 

Paid  for  573  loads  of  gravel : — 
Otis  J.  Sweet,  277  loads, 
John  Field,  95  loads, 
Lucy  A.  Soule,  86  loads, 
Earl  C.  White,  115  loads, 


96 
90 
45 
45 

  $826  38 

$13  85 
9  50 
8  60 
5  75 

  $37  70 


Paid  for  lumber,  etc. : — 

Taunton  Lumber  Co.,  4>953  ft.  hard 

pine  planks,  $23.75  per  M.,  117  63 

John  H.  White,  308  ft,  oak  plank 

$23.75  per  M.,  7  80 

Frank  R.  Washburn,  keg  of  spikes,  1  70 
Frank  R  Washburn,  forcite,  etc.,  81 
One  third  of  repairs  on  road  machine      4  38 

  $132  33 


Amount  expended  in  the  Eastern  District,  $996  40 


WESTERN  DISTRICT. 

Paid  for  labor  : — 


Charles  G.  Clapp, 

$171  70 

Erastus  B.  Codding, 

104  47 

William  H.  Codding, 

85  20 

George  B.  Shaw, 

44  30 

Joseph  Fitzgerald, 

36  85 

William  J.  Tiffany, 

27  00 

Joseph  C.  Fitzgerald, 

23  40 

Frank  A.  Clapp, 

23  28 

6 
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.  Eugene  Boulett, 

22  35 

Albert  Skinner, 

20  10 

Frank  Gaudette, 

19  50 

A.  H.  Sweet, 

19  00 

William  E.  Codding, 

18  53 

Peter  Boulett, 

16  25 

Barney  Kevican, 

15  00 

Benjamin  H.  Briggs, 

14  78 

Peter  F.  Leddy, 

13  50 

C.  William  Oldfield, 

8  92 

Walter  F.  Pizer, 

8  88 

John  Murphy, 

7  50 

Charles  T.  Skinner, 

6  00 

Peter  Quintain, 

5  40 

Thomas  A.  Beaman, 

5  13 

William  W.  Reed, 

3  75 

Herbert  E.  Woods, 

3  30 

Alden  G.  Walker, 

2  83 

Crawford  Lane, 

2  85 

George  L.  Wetherell, 

2  25 

Lemuel  C.  Witherell, 

2  25 

Zachery  T.  Tucker, 

2  10 

James  C.  Sowden, 

1  80 

Henry  E.  Walker, 

1  50 

Henry  I.  Shaw, 

1  35 

Irving  E.  Shaw, 

1  35 

Oscar  B.  Briggs, 

1  20 

Ulysses  Chamilliard, 

1  20 

James  B.  Doyle, 

1  00 

Herbert  Woodward, 

1  00 

Frank  Le  Favour, 

90 

Charles  A.  Freeman, 

75 

Elwin  H.  Pizer, 

75 

George  A.  Dunham, 

63 

George  W.  Codding, 

45 
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Paid  Silas  H.  Cobb,  surveying,  1  40 

for  571  loads  of  gravel : — 

Everett  A.  Wetherell,  246  loads,  $19  68 

Charles  C.  Valentine,  220  loads,  11  00 

George  L.  Wetherell,  60  loads,  3  00 

William  E.  Payson,  17  loads,  1  26 

Walter  F.  Pizer,  16  loads,  80 

James  B.  Snow,  7  loads,  35 

Otis  J.  Sweet,  5  loads,  25 

Paid  for  lumber  etc.: — 

Taunton  Lumber  Co.,  1,323  ft.  hard 

pine  planks  824  00  per  M.,  31  75 

J.  S.  Wood,  219  pine  lumber,  3  07 
E.  B.  Codding,  posts  and  plank 

for  railing,  3  93 

A.  H.  Sweet,  lumber,  75 

James  W.  Gifford  Co.,  drain  pipe,  6  70 

J.  S.  Wood,  tools  for  use  on  repairs,  3  53 

One  third  of  repairs  on  road  machine,  4  38 


1751  05 


836  34 


#54  11 


Amount  expended  in  the  Western  District, 
SOUTHERN  DISTRICT. 

Paid  for  labor: 


#841  50 


John  H.  Arnold, 

#184  55 

Joseph  O'Brien, 

70  10 

William  A.  Lane, 

63  75 

Oliver  H.  Lane, 

60  75 

George  E.  Keith, 

35  65 

Peter  Leddy,  ■ 

29  25 

Michael  Marley, 

27  15 

Frank  De  Simeau, 

25  35 

Charles  W.  Shepard, 

25  30 
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d  James  J.  Galligan, 

20  85 

Adam  Jackson, 

20  23 

George  B.  Pierce, 

18  80 

Patrick  Smith, 

18  75 

Peter  Boulett, 

17  55 

Herbert  Woodward, 

17  50 

George  F.  Woodward, 

16  63 

William  L.  Crosby, 

15  20 

Josiah  E.  Woodward, 

14  50 

Frederick  C.  Woodward, 

12  90 

George  H.  Arnold, 

10  25 

William  R.  Kirby, 

9  25 

Peter  F.  Leddy, 

9  00 

Josiah  Woodward, 

8  38 

George  T.  Crane, 

7  48 

Gustavus  L.  Wilbur, 

7  35 

Charles  Hoar, 

6  75 

Henry  T.  Wilbur, 

6  75 

John  Rush, 

6  45 

Alonzo  L.  Eddy, 

5  55 

Stephen  S.  Hall, 

5  40 

Henry  S.  Freeman, 

5  25 

James  A.  Freeman, 

5  10 

Charles  E.  Ilorton, 

4  50 

Frank  E.  Lee, 

4  20 

D.  Frank  Crane, 

3  75 

Samuel  Holdorp, 

3  75 

Paul  Hopes, 

3  75 

Peter  Sherman, 

3  75 

Albert  G.  Lee, 

3  45 

Frank  Balavonce, 

3  00 

Frank  Mayville, 

•     3  00 

Walter  Rogers, 

3  00 

Patrick  Gilroy, 

2  85 
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Paid  Joseph  Dion, 
Oliver  Horton, 
William  L.  Horton, 
Joseph  L.  Kountze, 
Augustus  L.  Pratt, 
James  Bowler, 
John  Mitchell, 
Edmund  T.  Lawton, 
John  M.  Galligan, 
Charles  B.  Thomas, 
John  Adair, 
Albert  Dunham, 
George  P.  Kountze, 
William  H  Lane, 
A.  H.  Sweet, 
Herbert  H.  Wilbur, 
Willis  T.  Kountze, 
George  W.  Wilbur, 
Henry  Williams, 
George  W.  Carpenter, 
Ralph  W.  Shaw, 
James  C lark, 
Albert  Williams, 
Bernard  Hodges, 

Paid  for  680  loads  of  gravel : — 
Sherwood  &  White,  576  loads, 
Josiah  Woodward,  84  loads, 
Oliver  H.  Lane,  30  loads, 
Gustavus  L.  Wilbur,  14  loads, 
William  A.  Lane,  10  loads, 
George  H.  Arnold,  8  loads, 
Adam  Jackson,  8  loads, 


2  25 
2  25 
2  25 
2  25 
2  25 
2  10 
2  10 
2  00 
1  80 
1  80 
1  50 
1  50 
1  50 
1  50 
1  50 
1  50 
1  05 
1  00 
1  00 

83 

83 

75 

75 

60 

  #863  58 


128  80 
1  70 
1  50 

70 

50 

40 

40 

  134  00 
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Paid  for  lumber  etc. : — 

Herbert  Woodward,  2,957  ft.  oak 

plank  $25  00  per  M.,  $73  93 

W.  E.  Codding,  144  ft.  oak  plank,  3  60 

Oliver  H.  Lane,  84  ft.  oak  plank,  2  10 

Josiah  Woodward,  plank  and  spikes,  98 
John  Harvey,  175  lbs.  spikes  3  50 

James  W.  Gilford  Co.,  drain  pipes,  11  92 
Adam  Jackson,  stone,  2  00 

One  third  of  repairs  on  road  machine      4  39 

 $102  42 

Amount  expended  in  the  Southern  District,  1,000.00 


REPAIR  OF  ROAD  MACHINE. 

Paid  C.  B.  Wetherell,  blades  for  scraper,  $8  00 

J.  S.  Wood,  blade  for  scraper,  4  00 

J.  S.  Wood,  bolts,  40 

E.  Lyman  Briggs,  blacksmith  work,  75 


$13  15 


Financial  Statilment. 


Highway  appropriation  for  1898,  $3,000  00 

Expended  as  follows  : — 

Eastern  District,  $996  40 

Western  District,  841  50 

Southern  District,  1,000  00 

Transferred  to  the  appropriation 
for  widening  roads  in  which 
electric  railways  are  built,  158  50 

Unexpended  balance  Dec.  31,  1898,        3  60 

  $3,000  00 
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ROAD  AND  BRIDGE  AT  THE  COPPERWORKS. 
Paid  Norton  &  Taunton  Street  Railway  Co.,  $1,600  00 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  ROAD  BETWEEN  THE  UNITA- 
RIAN CHURCH  AND  THE  BOX-SHOP. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  town  held  April  16, 1898,  an 
appropriation  of  $300  was  made  to  be  expended  in  widening 
roads  where  electric  railways  might  be  built.  The  entire 
appropriation  was  expended  on  this  piece  of  highway,  and 
not  being  sufficient  $158  50  was  taken  from  the  Highway 
appropriation  to  complete  the  work,  making  the  total  expense 
•1458  50  as  follows:— 


Charles  G.  Clapp,  labor, 

$150  50 

Rufus  E.  Waterman, 

u 

44  00 

Henry  E.  Walker, 

u 

37  80 

Erastus  B.  Codding, 

(( 

37  20 

Peter  Quintain, 

u 

29  25 

Charles  T.  Skinner, 

it 

27  75 

John  Murphy, 

it 

26  62 

Eugene  Boulett, 

u 

23  25 

William  J.  Tiffany, 

a 

12  37 

Frank  Gaudette, 

it 

12  00 

Frank  Mayville, 

kt 

12  00 

William  W.  Reed, 

a 

10  50 

George  B.  Shaw, 

u 

4  50 

A.  H.  Sweet, 

u 

4  00 

Peter  Boulett, 

u 

2  50 

Joseph  Fitzgerald, 

u 

2  00 

James  O'Leary, 

t( 

70 

Silas  H.  Cobb,  survey 

insr, 

50 

John  Harvey,  320  loads  gravel, 

16  00 

F.  R.  Washburn,  dynamite,  caj 

>s,  etc.,     5  06 

$45<s  50 


12 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


MANSFIELD  ROAD. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  the  town  voted  to  borrow  $250 
which  together  with  such  further  sums  as  might  be  paid  in  to 
the  treasury  by  the  Mansfield  &  Norton  Street  Railway  Co., 
was  to  be  used  in  making  widenings  or  other  alterations  of 
the  highway  where  the  laying  of  the  tracks  of  said  company  • 
caused  them  to  be  necessary.  An  examination  of  similar 
work  in  other  towns  where  roads  had  been  widened  to  a 
generous  width  and  the  railway  tracks  laid  upon  the  strip  of 
land  which  had  been  added  to  the  highway  without  disturbing 
the  road-bed  then  existing,  convinced  your  Road  Commis- 
sioners that  it  would  be  decidedly  for  the  advantage  of  this 
highway  if  it  could  be  so  arranged  here.  Although  the  rail- 
way company  would  be  subjected  to  a  much  larger  expense  in 
the  construction  of  their  line  they  readily  consented  to  the 
change,  and  the  very  liberal  manner  in  which  most  of 
the  abutting  owners  met  the  proposed  improvement  by  giving 
the  required  land,  enabled  your  Road  Commissioners  to 
make  the  desired  widening  and  keep  within  the  appropriation. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  to  layout  a  street  fifty  feet  in 
width  from  the  Mansfield  town  line  to  the  corner  near  N. 
Edward  Freeman's  and  this  layout  will  be  submitted  for 
approval  at  the  annual  meeting.  The  account  with  this 
appropriation  is  shown  below. 

Amount  of  appropriation,  1250  00 

Received  from  the  Mansfield  &  Norton 

Street  Railway  Co.,  350  00 

  moo  00 
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EXPENDED. 

Paid  Alden  G.  Walker,  for  land  to 

widen  highway,  .#325  00 

Walter  W.  Leonard,  land  to  widen 

highway,  87  00 

Balance  unexpended,  238  00 

  $600  oo 


FRANK  A.  CLAPP,       )         «  7 
EDWIN  R.  LINCOLN, 
JOHN  H.  ARNOLD, 


Commissiofier 


Norton,  January  1,  181*9. 


REPORT  OF  THE 

Selectmen  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 


STATE  AID. 

Paid  State  aid  to  sundry  persons,  $  1,014  00 

(Reimbursed  by  the  State.) 


MILITARY  AID. 

Paid  Military  aid  to  Marcus  W.  Wheeler,  #48  00 

(One  half  reimbursed  by  the  State.) 


SOLDIER'S  BURIAL. 

Paid  expenses  of  burial  of  John  lies,  $83  00 

(Reimbursed  by  the  State) 


'      SOLDIERS'  RELIEF. 

Paid  Soldiers'  relief  to  James  S.  Card,  #r24  00 

A.  M.  Round,  medical  attendance  on  William 

D.  Washburn,  '2  50 
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John  N.  Prouty,  goods  furnished  to  William 

D.  Washburn,  6  00 

C.  H.  Goldthwaite,  truss  for  W.  D.  Washburn,        4  00 

.f 36  50 


STATE  PAUPERS. 

Paid  Dr.  A.  M.  Round,  medical  aid  furnished  to  * 

J.  Stephen  W.  Leonard,  $5  00 

Dr.  A.  M.  Round,  medical  aid  to  Alverdo 

Leonard,  3  00 

C.  C.  Wetherell,  groceries  furnished  to 

William  E.  Bailey,  20  00 

O.  H.  Lane,  wood  furnished  to  William  E.  Bailey,      4  00 

$32  00 


POOR  BELONGING  TO  OTHER  TOWNS. 


Paid  A 

M.  Round,  M.  D.,  medical  aid  to  Eviline 

W.  Leonard, 

119  50 

A. 

M.  Round,  M.  D.,  medical  aid  to  Sarah 

J.  Davis, 

4  50 

A. 

M.  Round,  M.  D.,  medical  aid  to  Frank 

E.  Lee, 

9  50 

A. 

M.  Round,  M.  D.,  medical  aid  to  Albert 

C.  Hicks, 

5  00 

A. 

M.  Round,  M.  D.,  medical  aid  to  Elliot 

Strange, 

1  00 

A. 

M.  Round,  M.  D.,  medical  aid  to  Frances 

E.  Mullen, 

18  00 

16 
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C.  T.  Oldfield,  aid  to  Frances  E.  Mullen,  1  74 

A.  M.  Round,  M.  D.,  medical  aid  to  George 

W.  Wilbur  and  family,  9  00 

J.  N.  Prouty,  groceries  furnished  to  George 

W.  Wilbur,  85 

#69  09 


POOR  OUT  OF  THE  ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  Taunton  Insane  Hospital,  board  and  clothing 

for  Mary  N.  Corey,  #169  46 

Taunton  Insane  Hospital,  board  and  clothing 

for  Alfred  L.  Garfield,  120  32 

Taunton  Insane  Hospital,  board  and  clothing 

for  Barnum  B.  Crossman,  40  39 

Taunton  Insane  Hospital,  board  and  clothing 

for  Frederic  Lincoln,  22  28 

Worcester  Insane  Asylum,  board  and  clothing 

for  Charles  H.  Briggs,  169  46 

City  of  Boston,  expenses  of  child  of  Annie 

Ryan  in  the  City  Hospital,  57  00 

Town  of  Attleboro,  aid  Roxanna  Cornell 

and  family,  106  00 

Drs.  J.  W.  &  M.  H.  Battershall,  medical  aid 

to  Roxanna  Cornell,  2  00 

Town  of  Easton,  aid  to  William  E.  Washburn,  34  00 
A,  M.  Round,  M.  D.,  medical  aid  to  Daniel 

W.  Washburn,  23  00 

Selectmen,  aid  to  Melvin  O.  Lothrop,  48  00 

O.  H.  Lane,  house  rent  for  Amelia  Bailey  52  00 

A.  M.  Round,  M.  D.,  medical  aid  to  children 

of  Chloe  F.  Haskell  12  00 
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Paid  George  L.  Titus,  Jr.,  board  of  children 

of  Chloe  F.  Haskell,  6  00 

Anna  Tucker,  board  of  Frank  W.  Wheeler,  32  95 

W.  H.  Allen,  M.  D.,  medical  attendance  on 

Frank  W.  Wheeler,  16  85 

C.  T.  Oldfield,  aid  to  Frank  W.  Wheeler,  2  60 

Glen  wood  Furnishing  Co.,  mattress  and 

pillows  for  F.  W.  Wheeler,  5  50 

Standard  Clothing  Co.,  clothing  for  F.  W. 

Wheeler,  1  75 

A.  B.  Cleasby,  clothing  for  Frank  W.  Wheeler,       1  00 


A.  H.  Sweet,  wood  furnished  for  F.  W.  Wheeler,     5  00 

$927.56 


POOR  IN  THE  ALMSHOUSE. 

INMATES  OF  THE  ALMSHOUSE. 

YEARS  OLD. 


Patrick  O'Brien.  70 

Catherine  Pryor,  83 

Nancy  Brown,  72 

Mabel  C.  Elliott,  25 

William  Cotter,  died  August  24,  63 

Frederic  Lincoln,  left  May  21,  re-entered  July  20,  41 
Barnum  B.  Grossman,  entered  March  29,  left 

April  23,  67 

Joseph  S.  Adams,  entered  May  23,  82 

Whole  number,  8. 

Average  number  for  one  year,  6£. 
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INVENTORY. 


REAL  ESTATE  AND  PERSONAL  PROPERTY. 


JlLULloC^    kJCbLll)    v/Uu   KJ  LI  A 1  L4.ll  J      tj    tliHl    l(U  111, 

r  UrilJ  LUI  (3,  OeUb,  ueUCllllg  dllLl  UieiJSllS, 

900  AO 
ZUU  UU 

lOWIl  Ilcclloc, 

9AA  AA 
ZUU  UU 

3  cows, 

7^  AA 
I  0  UU 

A  caUIcoIS  WciyiJllo, 

^0  00 

2  farm  wagons,  1  cart. 

/1A  AA 
4U  UU 

oieQ, 

1  A  AA 
1U  UU 

Piinnr  unri  rrr*"iTirlcf"rkYi£» 
L  Llilti   dllU  gllllLlSjUHJc., 

8  00 

Wheelbarrow, 

3  00 

Mowing  machine, 

20  00 

Horse  rake, 

15  00 

Harnesses, 

41  00 

oianKet  aiju  iij  net, 

^  AA 
0  UU 

2  poughs,  1  horse  hoe, 

12  00 

2  ladders, 

4  00 

Churn  and  pair  of  balances, 

3  00 

Sundry  tools,  chains,  etc., 

OA  A  A 

A\)  UU 

Lumber, 

15  00 

14,421  00 

RECEIPTS  FROM  SALES  AT 

ALMSHOUSE. 

Eggs,  329  dozen, 

$61  78 

Butter,  65  lbs., 

12  32 

Milk,  461  quarts, 

23  05 

Cream,  If  quarts, 

70 
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Veal,  205  lbs., 

18  45 

Pork,  150  lbs., 

7  50 

Fowls,  195  lbs., 

16  10 

Potatoes,  20  bushels, 

13  60 

Apples,  O2  Dusiieis, 

Vinegar,  3^  gallons, 

70 

Hay,  1,690  lbs., 

13  54 

Empty  barrels, 

1  60 

Old  iron, 

19 

Cow  sold, 

40  00 

$213  88 

INVENTORY,  ALMSHOUSE 

EXPENSE  ACCOUNT. 

English  hay,  12  tons, 

$144  00 

Corn  fodder,  \  ton, 

2  00 

Corn,  2  bushels, 

1  00 

Cracked  corn  and  meal, 

3  45 

Rye,  5  bushels, 

4  00 

Oats,  3  bushels, 

1  20 

Shorts,  50  lbs., 

50 

Beans,  2  bushels, 

4  00 

Potatoes,  37  bushels, 

22  20 

Apples,  2£  barrels, 

6  00 

Pork  and  hams,  112  lbs,, 

11  20 

Pork  barrels, 

1  00 

Butter,  4  lbs., 

80 

Lard,  6  lbs., 

60 

Tea,  \\  lbs., 

75 

Flour,  \\  barrels, 

7  50 
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Crackers,  120  lbs., 

7  00 

Cider  and  vinegar,  200  gallons, 

OA   A  A 

20  00 

1  swine, 

12  50 

82  fowls, 

45  00 

Wood  at  the  door,  5^  cords, 

19  25 

Wood,  sawed,  split  and  housed,  7  cords. 

35  00 

Empty  barrels, 

1  60 

1350  55 

ALMSHOUSE  EXPENSE  ACCOUNT. 


Stock  on  hand  last  year,  $358  81 

Paid  Geo.  Henry  Leonard,  Supt.,  salary,  300  00 

John  N.  Pouty,  groceries,  183  48 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  groceries,  95  51 

Cobb,  Bates  &  Yerxa,  groceries,  22  25 

G.  H.  Leonard,  paid  for  groceries,  2  55 

O.  H.  Lane,  meat,  31  56 

E.  R.  Leonard,  meat,  19  08 

W.  E.  Leonard,  meat,  12  65 

C.  A.  Freeman,  meat,  55 

Channing  Britton,  fish,  14  76 

Daniel  A.  Woodward,  ice,  14  45 

William  E.  Payson,  rye,  6  40 

S.  Lincoln,  soft  soap,  2  00 

Colby's  Clothing  House,  clothing,  16  27 

C.  W.  Morse,  materials  for  clothing,  10  78 

Paul  H.  Dean,  materials  for  clothing,  3  74 

C.  Howard  Lane,  shoes,  9  50 

George  O.  Blandin,  repairing  shoes.  40 
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Glenwood  Furnishing  Co.,  mattress,  2  50 

Mrs.  Presho,  labor  indoors,  3  00 

G.  H.  Leonard,  sundry  small  expenses,  7  88 

A.  M.  Round,  M.  D.,  medical  attendance,  18  87 

Wm.  H.  Allen,  M.  D.,  medical  attendance,  1  00 

Weir  Stove  Co.,  repairs  on  stove,  1  40 

G.  H.  Leonard,  paid  for  tinware  and  dishes,  3  48 

Sanborn  &  Pye,  milk  pail,  87 

Pierce  Hardware  Co.,  whitewash  brush,  90 

Pierce  Hardware  Co.,  screens,  65 

G.  H.  &  S.  L.  Leonard,  grain,  61  37 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  grain,  56  83 

Earl  C.  White,  fertilizer,  14  40 

Jacob  A.  Leonard,  fertilizer,  15  00 

P.  Williams  &  Co.,  fertilizer,  5  00 

George  Bruce,  strawberry  plants,  1  50 

George  Bruce,  baskets,  1  50 

L.  B.  Willis,  making  cider,  1  80 

Taunton  City  Farm,  two  pigs,  5  00 

John  Fagan,  labor,  2  00 

F.  M.  Draper,  veterinary  services,  3  00 
Pierce  Hardware  Co.,  repairs  on  chain  pump.  2  26 
J.  Stephen  Wood,  barrel  lime,  1  10 

G.  H.  Leonard,  paid  for  fly  net,  1  00 
G.  H.  Leonard,  paid  for  tools,  55 
Estate  of  Alden  H.  Leonard,  harness,  15  25 
Warren  Field,  farm  saddle,  3  50 

E.  C.  &  N.  H.  Wood,  sawing  lumber,  1  99 
Moses  Lincoln,  planing  boards,  1  00 

F.  A.  Clapp,  use  of  horses  on  hearse,  4  00 
E.  Lyman  Briggs,  shoeing  horse,  5  13 

G.  T.  Crane,  shoeing  horse  and  repairs,  5  32 


George  E.  Makepeace,  painting  and  paper  hanging,  6  45 
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Harry  S.  Durkee,  whitewashing,  3  25 

Joseph  O'Brien,  chopping  willows  at  the  reservoir,  7  50 


Expense  per  annum  for  each  pauper,  $94  98. 


11,373  99 


Cr. 

Stock  on  hand  December  31,  1898,  $350  55 

Receipts  from  sales  as  per  account,  213  98 

Expense  of  keeping  1,555  tramps,  194.75 

Expense  of  attending  with  hearse  at  10  funerals,  29  00 

Support  of  six  and  one  sixth  paupers,  585  71 


$1,373  99 


PAYMENT  OF  BORROWED  MONEY. 

Paid  State  Treasurer,  temporary  loan,  $3,000  00 

3,000  00 
3,000  00 

Norton  Loan  Association,  temporary  loan,  500  00 

$9,500  00 


INTEREST  ON  LOANS. 

Paid  State  Treasurer,  interest,  $33  75 

43  75 
43  75 

Norton  Loan  Association,  interest,  2  09 

Hick's  Reserve  Fund,  interest,  16  49 


$139  83 
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NORTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


Paid  A.  H.  Sweet,  Treasurer,  amount  of  appro- 
priation, 8400  00 


MEMORIAL  DAY  EXERCISES. 

Paid  Norton  Veteran  Association,  amount  of 

appropriation,  $60  00 


EXPENSE  OF  TOWN  HALL. 

Paid  William  C.  Clapp,  janitor,  154  75 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  coal,  12  90 

William  A.  Lane,  wood,  4  15 

A.  H.  Sweet,  kindlings,  2  00 

J.  N.  Prouty,  oil,  lamps,  etc.,  17  45 

J.  F.  Sweet,  repairs  on  doors,  locks,  etc.,  2  28 

George  E.  Makepeace,  painting  hall,  79  00 

C.  T.  Oldfield,  repairs  of  flag,  50 

C.  G.  Clapp,  load  of  loam,  1  00 

Joseph  F.  Sweet,  building  closets,  101  55 

G.  E.  Makepeace,  painting  closets,  8  85 


$284  48 

Received  for  use  of  hall,  $111.50. 


FIRE  STATION  AT  CHARTLEY. 

Paid  Lyman  J.  Franklin,  building  fire  station, 
Combination  Ladder  Co.,  500  ft.  wax  treated 
hose, 


$300  00 
225  no 
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Combination  Ladder  Co.,  hose  cart,  50  00 

"  "       "     play  pipe  and  spanners,     7  50 

L.  J.  Franklin,  lanterns  and  freight,  2  72 

1585  22 

Appropriation  •$ 600.00.  Balance  unexpended  114.78, 
which  is  to  be  expended  in  furnishings. 

The  use  of  the  land  upon  which  the  building  is  located 
was  kindly  offered  to  the  town  by  Mr.  William  A.  Sturdy. 
The  "Fire  Queen"  engine  has  been  installed  therein  and  a 
fire  company  has  been  properly  organized. 


DRINKING  FOUNTAIN  AT  THE  CENTER. 


I'aid  Concord  Foundry  Co.,  iron  fountain,  $112  00 

A.  H.  Sweet,  galvanized  iron  pipe,  30  83 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  2  bbls.  cement,  2  40 

J.  S.  Wood,  carting  fountain,  2  50 

Charles  G.  Clapp,  plowing  and  drawing  stone,  3  59 
James  W.  Giffonl  Co.,  connecting  with  water 

main,  5  53 

Benjamin  F.  Gifford,  mason  work,  3  00 

Lester  D.  Blandin,  labor,  14  00 

Fred  O.  Wilbur,       -  5  40 

Joseph  LeClair,        "  8  25 

Eugene  Boulett,       "  8  10 

Frank  Gaudette,  .  7  20 

Peter  Quinter,          "  7  20 


$210.00 
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This,  the  first  drinking  fountain  in  the  town,  was  only 
made  possible  through  the  kindness  of  Mrs.  E.  B.  Wheaton 
who  generously  offered  the  necessary  water  from  the  private 
system  which  supplies  her  own  estate  and  the  Wheaton  Sem- 
inary. The  water,  which  is  drawn  from  a  deep  artesian  well, 
is  of  splendid  quality  and  all  who  have  occasion  to  use  the 
fountain  appreciate  its  convenience.  An  appropriation  of 
$150.00  was  made  for  the  erection  of  the  fountain  provided 
that  the  rest  of  its  cost  be  raised  by  subscription.  A  list  of 
the  subscribers  is  herewith  appended : — 


Win.  E.  Payson, 

$>5  00 

A.  H.  Sweet, 

$5  00 

Frank  A.  Clapp, 

5  00 

Geo.  H.  Talbot, 

5  00 

Lewis  B.  Deane, 

5  00 

Charles  G.  Clapp, 

5  00 

J.  Stephen  Wood, 

5  00 

C.  T.  Oldfield, 

5  00 

Oliver  H.  Lane, 

5  00 

E.  R.  Leonard, 

3  00 

G.  E.  Makepeace, 

3  00 

John  N.  Prouty, 

3  00 

H.  A.  Tinkham, 

3  00 

Jacob  A.  Leonard. 

2  00 

Alden  G.  Walker, 

1  00 

Total, 

$60  00. 

NORTON  CASES  IN  THE  DISTRICT  COURT. 
OFFICERS1  FEES. 


Paid  Frank  A.  Clapp  : 

Commonwealth  vs.  George  W.  Wilbur,  $  5  t>7 

«  Herbert  H.  Wilbur,  5  84 

"  Eliza  Rush,  10  06 

"             k'  Samuel  Chapman,  7  50 

"  Peter  F.  Leddy,  11.69 

Paid  Seth  R.  Briggs ; 

Commonwealth  vs.  Jane  A.  O'Brien,  5  18 

"  Eliza  Rush,  3  18 


26 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Paid  E.  Carlisle  Brown : 

Commowealth  vs.  Herbert  H.  Wilbur,  2  82 

Paid  James  W.  Riley  : 

Commonwealth  vs.  Henry  Whitney,  3  60 

$ 55  54 

Fines  amounting  to  $19  84  have  been  received  from  the 
Clerk  of  the  District  Court. 


TOWN  OFFICERS. 
Paid  C.  T.  Oldfield,  selectman,  assessor  and 


overseer  of  the  poor, 

$145  00 

Lester  D.  Blandin,  selectman,  assessor  and 

overseer  of  the  poor, 

115  00 

William  A.  Lane,  selectman,  assessor  and 

overseer  of  the  poor, 

115  00 

Jacob  A.  Leonard,  town  clerk  and  treasurer, 

125  00 

George  R.  Perry,  auditor, 

2  00 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  collector  of  taxes, 

27  50 

George  L.  Wetherell,  registrar  of  voters, 

8  00 

Homer  L.  Lane,  registrar  of  voters. 

8  00 

Josiah  E.  Woodward,  registrar  of  voters, 

8  00 

Jacob  A.  Leonard,  registrar  of  voters, 

10  00 

Frank  A.  Clapp,  constable,  warning  town 

meetings  and  attendance, 

26  50 

Frank  A.  Clapp,  constable,  serving  the  dog 

warrant, 

5  00 

Jacob  A.  Leonard,  town  clerk,  recording 

births,  marriages  and  deaths, 

21  05 

George  R.  Perry,  moderator  at  the  annual 

meeting, 

5  00 
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Josiah  E.  Woodward,  teller  at  the  annual 

meeting,  1  00 
Nathaniel  H.  Wood,  teller  at  the  annual  meeting,     1  00 

Arlon  I.  Braman,  teller  at  the  annual  meeting,  1  00 
Charles  H.  Makepeace,  ballot  clerk  and  teller 

at  the  State  election,  2  50 
George  L.  Wetherell,  ballot  clerk  and  teller 

at  the  State  election,  2  50 
Nathaniel  H.  Wood,  ballot  clerk  and  teller 

at  the  State  election,  2  50 

William  A.  Lane,  truant  officer,  5  29 

Oren  E.  Walker,  inspector  of  cattle,  7  47 

Erastus  B.  Codding,  inspector  of  cattle,  13  88 

Lester  D.  Blandin,  inspector  of  cattle,  3  65 


#661  84 


INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 

Paid  Theron  Gorham,  printing  reports  and  warrants,    $65  95 


"  u  "        blank  orders,  tramp 

cards,  stationery,  etc.,  15  50 

Theron  Gorham,  printing  postal  tax  notices,  etc..  11  15 

William  White,  printing  voting  lists,  7  50 

A.  W.  Brownell,  blank  forms  and  notices,  1  50 

Sanford-Sawtelie  Co.,  assessors'  books.  1  50 

M.  R.  Warren,  collector's  book,  1  00 

A.  J.  Barker,  blank  books,  6  00 

Jacob  A.  Leonard,  car  fare,  postage,  etc.,  12  28 

C.  T.  Oldfield,  car  fare,  postage,  etc..  1  I  til' 

L,  D.  Blandin,  car  fare,  postage,  etc.,  3  56 
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Frank  A.  Clapp,  expressage, 
Lloyd  E.  White,  legal  advice, 


5  12 
2  00 


Silas  H.  Cobb,  surveying  layouts  for  the  Road 

Commissioners,  7  00 

E,  J.  Lord,  bill  heads  for  use  of  the  Road 

Commissioners,  2  50 

L.  D.  Blandin,  expense  of  going  to  Middleboro 

after  a  pauper,  1  91 

Jacob  A.  Leonard,  paying  for  returns  of 

births  and  deaths,  12  50 

A.  M.  Round,  M.  D.,  agent  of  the  Board 
of  Health,  disinfecting  in  cases  of  diph- 
theria and  scarlet  fever,  21  25 

A.  M.  Round,  M.  D.,  disinfecting  the  Sturdy 

school  house,  7  00 

Jacob  A.  Leonard,  making  a  copy  of  old  records,    55  00 

F.  W.  R.  Emer}^,  binding  copy  of  old  records,  3  50 
Jacob  A.  Leonard,  copying  register  of  voters,  5  00 
Dana  C.  Chapman,  copying  valuation  list,  10  00 
Joseph  F.  Sweet,  repairs  on  band  stand,  2  35 
George  E.  Makepeace,  painting  band  stand,  13  20 
George  E.  Makepeace,  painting  iron  fence 

at  Center,  12  50 

C.  T.  Oldfield,  cash  paid  for  car  fare,  type 
writing,  surveying,  legal  advice  and 
other  expenses  incurred  on  account  of 
business  connected  with  the  electric 
street  railways,  39  63 

C.  T.  Oldfield,  services  with  use  of  horse 
and  carriage  on  business  connected 
with  electric  railways,  40  47 

Lester  D.  Blandin,  services  on  electric  rail- 
way business,  15  00 

Savillion  H.  Bates,  services  on  electric  rail- 
way business,  8  00 
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G.  E.  Makepeace,  expense  of  the  school 
committee  in  attending  a  joint  district 


meeting,  2  00 

A.  H.  Sweet,  coal  for  engine  house,  4  06 

O.  H.  Lane,  wood  for  engine  house,  2  50 

E.  T.  Lawton,  burying  dead  horse,  1  00 


1413  97 


RECAPITULATION. 


Repairs  of  highways  and  bridges,  12,837  90 

Road  between  Unitarian  Church  and  box  shop,  458  50 

Road  and  bridge  at  the  copper  works,  1,600  00 

Widening  of  Mansfield  road,  362  00 

Support  of  schools,  4,240  86 

School  supplies,  261  00 

Repairs  of  school  houses,  210  71 

Superintendent  of  schools,  600  00 

State  aid,  1,014  00 

Military  aid,  48  00 

Soldier's  burial,  33  00 

Soldiers'  relief,  36  50 

State  paupers,  32  00 

Poor  belonging  to  other  towns,  69  09 

Poor  out  of  the  almshouse,  927  56 

Poor  in  the  almshouse,  1,015  18 

Almshouse  incidentals,  108  72 

Payment  of  temporary  loans,  9,500  00 

Interest  on  temporary  loans,  139  83 

Norton  Public  Library,  400  00 

Memorial  day  exercises,  60  00 
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FCxpense  of  the  town  hall, 

284  43 

New  engine  house  at  Chartley, 

585  22 

Public  drinking  fountain, 

210  00 

Norton  cases  in  the  District  Court, 

55  54 

Town  officers, 

661  84 

Incidental  expenses, 

413  97 

$26,164  85 

Roads  and  bridges, 

$3,000  00 

Poor  and  incidentals, 

1,800  00 

Support  of  schools, 

4,000  00 

School  supplies, 

250  00 

Superintendent  of  schools. 

300  00 

Repairs  of  school  houses, 

200  00 

Norton  Public  Library, 

400  00 

Memorial  day  exercises, 

60  00 

Public  drinking  fountain. 

150  00 

Engine  house  and  hose, 

600  00 

Widening  roads  where  electric  railways  are  built, 

300  00 

State  tax, 

480  00 

County  tax, 

1,730  25 

Overlayings, 

166  65 

$13,436  90 
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ELECTRIC  RAILWAYS. 

Three  of  the  four  electric  railways  mentioned  in  last  year's 
report  have  been  completed  and  are  in  operation.  The  loca- 
tion granted  by  your  Selectmen  to  the  Mansfield  &  Easton 
Street  Railway  Co.  for  a  railway  through  East  Norton  and 
Winnicunnet  was  duly  accepted  by  the  company  and  material 
for  its  construction  was  deposited  along  the  highways,  but  in 
September  the  company  petitioned  the  selectmen  for  a  change 
in  a  part  of  the  location,  claiming  that  the  change  would  be 
largely  for  their  advantage.  The  principal  reason  urged  for 
making  this  change  was,  that  if  the  original  location  was  fol- 
lowed it  would  entail  a  large  outlay  at  Norton  depot  for 
the  purchase  of  the  necessary  real  estate  upon  which  to  build 
trestles  or  approaches  to  an  overhead  bridge  across  the  rail- 
road ;  and  also,  that  it  would  require  longer  and  more  ex- 
pensive trestles  to  cross  at  this  point  than  if  it  should  cross 
at  Keith's  crossing  on  the  new  location.  Other  reasons 
given  were  that  the  new  route  would  in  other  ways  be  less 
expensive  to  build  upon,  and  that  when  built  the  road  could 
be  more  easily  operated.  After  holding  the  public  hearing 
required  by  law,  your  Selectmen  held  to  the  opinion  that  the 
different  sections  of  our  town  would  be  better  accommodated 
by  a  railway  built  over  the  original  location,  it  being  the  more 
central;  and,  provided  the  large  extra  cost  at  the  Norton 
depot  could  be  saved,  that  the  smaller  expense  of  building  on 
the  new  route  would  be  more  than  balanced  by  the  accom- 
modation afforded  by  the  present  location. 

When  arranging  the  present  location  with  the  company,  a 
location  for  trestles  at  Norton  depot  was  not  asked  for,  nor 
was  an  overhead  bridge  proposed  or  considered.  It  was 
the  understanding  that  the  right  to  cross  the  railroad  would 
be  applied  for  by  the  company,  and  could  undoubtedly  be 
obtained;  and  that  their  tracks  would  probably  so  cross  with 
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but  little  expense.  And  it  was  very  evident  to  your  select- 
men that  if  the  company  would  carry  out  their  part  of  this 
understanding  and  if  they  could  obtain  the  right  for  a  grade 
crossing,  then  the  principal  objection  to  the  original  route 
would  be  overcome.  But  until  proper  petitioning  had  been 
made  to  the  Railroad  Commissioners  this  could  not  pos- 
itively be  known,  and  therefore  the  final  decision  of  your 
Selectmen  upon  the  petition  of  the  Mansfield  &  Easton  Street 
Railway  Co.  for  a  change  of  location  was  reserved  and* a  re- 
quest in  writing  was  sent  to  the  company  that  they  should 
make  early  application  to  the  Railroad  Commissioners  for  the 
right  to  cross  the  railroad  at  grade  at  the  Norton  depot.  No 
official  reply  to  this  request  has  as  yet  been  received. 

Desiring  to  obtain  the  opinion  and  wishes  of  the  town  by  a 
ballot  upon  a  choice  of  routes  a  special  meeting  was  called 
for  that  purpose,  but  after  an  adjournment  had  been  held  it 
was  finally  voted  not  to  take  a  ballot  and  the  meeting  was 
dissolved,  after  most  of  the  speakers  had  counseled  delay. 


BURIAL  FUNDS. 


Norton  Common  Cemetery  Fund,  #750. 


Income  available,  $73.21. 


Expended,  $16.20 


Balance,  $57.01. 


Benjamin  Sweet  Burial  Fund,  $150. 


Income  available,  $5.54. 


Expended,  $2.35. 


Balance,  $3.19. 
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Skinner  Burial  Fund,  $100. 
Income  available,  16.12.  Expended,  $4.28 

Balance,  11.84. 

Daniel  Carpenter  Burial  Fund,  $100. 
No  income  as  yet  received. 

Morse  Burial  Fund,  $75. 
Income  available,  $3.02.  Expended,  13.02. 

Perry  Burial  Fund,  150. 

Income  available,  13.58.  Expended,  $1.20. 

Balance,  $2.38. 

CHARLES  T.  OLDFIELD, 
LESTER  D.  BLANDIN, 
WILLIAM  A.  LANE, 

Selectmen  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 


Norton,  January  20.  1899. 
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Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the 

Dr.       TOWN  OF  NORTON,  TRUSTEE,  in  account 

To  amount  of  Trust  Fund,  January  1,  1898,  $ 4,000  00 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1898,  20  74 

Cash  received  for  interest  on  bonds,  240  00 


#4,260  74 
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Hicks  Trust  and  Reserve  Funds. 

with  the  HICKS  TRUST  FUND.  Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Town  of  Norton,  care  of  fund,  f  120  0(1 

"         C.  T.  Oldfield  and  others,  care  of 

Hicks  burial  lot,  62  17 

"         Moses  Lincoln,  wheelbarrow,  6  00 

J.  N.  Prouty,  tools,  1  20 
By  assets  to  balance,  January  1,  1899: 

Bonds  of  the  City  of  Danville,  111..  4,000  00 

Cash  on  hand,  71  37 


•14,260  74 
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Dr.        TOWN  OF  NORTON,  TRUSTEE,  in  account 

Income  and 


To  cash  received  for  rent  of  real  estate,  $600  00 

Interest  on  mortgage  notes,  253  00 

Town  of  Mansfield  bonds,  300  00 

City  of  Chicago  bond,  20  00 

City  of  Toledo  bond,  22  50 

City  of  Bridgeport  bond,  40  00 

City  of  Everett  bond,  40  00 

Town  of  Middleboro  bond,  40  00 

Old  Colony  Railroad  bond,  40  00 

"       Town  of  Norton  note,  16  49 

"       Deposits  in  Savings  Bank,  19  91 


#1,391  90 
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with  the  HICKS  RESERVE  FUND.  On. 
Expense  Account. 

By  cash  paid  City  of  Boston,  taxes,  $ 82  58 

City  of  Boston,  water  rates,  17  00 

Union  Safe  Deposit  Co.,  rent  of  safe,  10  00 

Sundry  persons,  repairs  on  real  estate,  72  05 

F.  W.  Ryder  &  Son,  insurance,  15  00 

"         "       "       collecting  rent,  30  00 

Premium  on  City  of  Toledo  bond,  55  00 

Jacob  A.  Leonard,  services  and  expenses,  15  00 

C.  T.  Oldfield,          "            "  4  89 

L.  D.  Blandin,          "            "  4  85 

Wm.  A.  Lane,          "            "  4  95 

Gain  in  assets,  as  shown  by  inventory,  1,080  58 


#1,391  90 
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INVENTORY  OF  ASSETS,  HICKS  RESERVE  FUND. 


House  and  lot,  No.  89  Tyler  street,  Boston,  15,700  00 

15  bonds,  Town  of  Mansfield,  7,500  00 

1  bond,  City  of  Chicago,  500  00 

1  bond,  City  of  Toledo,  1,000  00 

1  bond,  City  of  Bridgeport,  1,000  00 

1  bond,  City  of  Everett,  1,000  00 

1  bond,  Town  of  Middleboro,  1,000  00 

1  bond,  Old  Colony  Railroad  Co.,  1,000  00 

1  bond,  Globe  Investment  Co.,  (estimated)  210  00 

28  shares  Atchison  Railroad  Co.,  560  00 

3  shares  Atchison  Railway  Co.,  (preferred)  150  00 

Mortgage  note,  Peter  Voorhees,  2,700  00 

Mortgage  note,  L.  C.  &  A.  C.  Helvie,  1,800  00 

Note  on  demand,  Town  of  Norton,  412  33 

5  notes  on  demand,  Town  of  Norton,  1,400  00 

Cash  deposited  in  Savings  Bank,  344  18 

Cash  on  hand,  10  56 


Total  assets  Jan.  1,  1899,  #26,287  07 

Total  assets  Jan.  1,  1898,  25,206  49 


Net  gain,  $1,080  58 

CHARLES  T.  OLDFIELD,  ) 
LESTER  D.  BLANDIN,      \  Selectmen. 
WILLIAM  A.  LANE,  ) 


JACOB  A.  LEONARD,  Treasurer. 
Trustees  of  the  Hicks  Trust  and  Reserve  Funds. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


DR. 

Cash  in  Treasury  January  11th,  1899,  $734  04 

Received  from  Norton  Savings  and  Loan  Association, 

borrowed  money,  500  00 

44         "     Sinking  Fund  Commissioners  of  Attle- 

boro,  borrowed  money,  250  00 

44  44  Trustees  Hicks  Reserve  Fund,  borrow- 
ed money,  1,400  00 
44  u  William  A.  Lane,  borrowed  money,  200  00 
"  4t  State  Treasurer,  borrowed  money,  9,000  00 
"  "  "  income  Mass.  school  fund,  381  28 
"         44           44    on  account  Dist.  Supt.  of 

schools,  .  500  00 

44         44  44    for  cattle  inspection,  44  27 

44         44  44    education  of  school  children 

under    charge    Board  of 
Lunacy  and  Charity,  81  50 

44         44  44    support  of  State  paupers,  14  86 

44         4  4  44    corporation  tax,  382  39 

44    national  bank  tax,  783  86 

44    military  aid,  18  00 

44    state  aid,  1,005  00 

44         44     County  Treasurer,  for  dog  fund,         386  82 
"     Hicks  Trust  Fund,  120  00 

44     Mansfield  &  Norton  Street  Railway 

Co.,  350  00 
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Received  from  Clerk  of  First  District  Court  for  fines,  19  84 
"         "     Town  of  Sharon,  pauper  aid,  3  00 

"         "     Town  of  Rehoboth,  pauper  aid,  37  75 

"  "  Fred  Horton,  Mansfield,  pedler's  license,  6  00 
"         "     J.  Stephen  Wood,  auctioneer's 

license,  2  00 

"         "     different  persons  toward  paying 

extra  expense  of  fountain,  60  00 

"         "     school  supplies  sold,  1  65 

"     use  of  Town  Hall,  111  50 

"         M     income  from  Town  farm,  213  98 

"         "     J.  Stephen  Wood,  collector  of  taxes, 

1895,  8  12 
collector,  1895, 

interest,  1  11 

"         "  "  "     collector  of  taxes, 

1896,  81  75 
"        "             "          "     collector,  1896, 

interest,  5  62 

"         "     William  A.  Lane,  collector  of  taxes, 

1897,  375  75 
u         "     J.  Stephen  Wood,  collector  of  taxes, 

1898,  12,276  66 


$29,356  75 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 
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Cr. 

Paid  sundry  persons  by  order  of  Selectmen,     $26,164  85 


State  tax.  480  00 

County  tax.  1,730  25 

Abatement  of  taxes,  1895,  2  68 

1896,  4  10 

1897,  15  96 

1898,  49  46 
Cash  in  Treasury  January  19,  1899,  909  45 


$29,356  75 

JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 

Town  Treasurer. 
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Cr, 

Paid  out  by  order  of  Selectmen  : 
Aug.  26,  1898.    Charles  D.  Lane  for  mowing 

grass  in  cemetery,  $  15  00 

Nov.  8,  1898.    Benjamin  F.  Haskell  for  mow 

ing  grass  on  the  Avery  lot,  1  20 

Jan.  1,  1899.    Invested  in  Taunton  Savings 

Bank,  750  00 

Jan.  1,  1899.    Cash  on  deposit  to  balance,  57  01 

1828  21 


Or. 


Paid  out  by  order  of  Selectmen : 
June  2,  1898.    Charles  T.  Oldfield  for  care 

of  Knapp  burial  lot,  3  02 

Jan.  1,  1899.    Invested  in  Taunton  Savings 

Bank,  75  00 

78  02 


Cr. 


Paid  out  by  order  of  Selectmen  : 
Nov.  8,  1898.    Benjamin  F.  Haskell  for  mow- 
ing grass  on  the  Perry  bur- 
ial lot,  1  20 
Jan.  1,  1899.    Invested  in  Taunton  Savings 

Bank,  50  00 

Jan.  1,  1899.    Cash  on  deposit  to  balance,  2  38 


53  58 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 
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BURIAL  FUNDS. 

Town  of  Norton  in  Account  with  the  Same, 


NORTON  COMMON  CEMETERY  FUND. 
Dr. 

Jan.  1,  1898.    Amount  invested  in  said  Fund,  750  00 

Cash  on  hand,  41  25 

"  1899.    Cash  received  for  interest,  31  96 


823  21 


MORSE  BURIAL  FUND. 
Dr. 

Jan.  1,  1898.    Amount  invested  in  said  Fund,  75  00 

"  1899.    Cash  received  for  interest,  3  02 


78  0: 


PERRY  BURIAL  FUND. 
Dr. 

Jan.  1,  1898.    Amount  invested  in  said  Fund,  50  00 

"      "       Cash  on  hand,  1  52 

"  1899.    Cash  received  for  interest,  2  06 

53  5ti 
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SKINNER  BURIAL  FUND. 
Dr. 

Jan.  1,  1898.    Amount  invested  in  said  Fund,  100  00 

Cash  on  hand,  2  00 

"  1899.    Cash  received  for  interest,  4  12 

106  12 

BENJAMIN  SWEET  BURIAL  FUND. 
Dr. 

Jan.  1,  1898.    Amount  invested  in  said  Fund,  150  00 

"  1899.    Cash  received  for  interest,  5  54 

155  54 

July  1,  1898. — Received  from  Mrs.  Hannah  Carpenter  of 
Norton  :  the  sum  of  One  Hundred  Dollars,  the  income  of 
which  is  to  be  expended  in  taking  care  of  the  burial  lot  of 
Daniel  Carpenter,  in  the  Centre  Cemetery.  The  same  is 
now  deposited  in  the  Bristol  County  Savings  Bank  as  the 
Daniel  Carpenter  Fund. 

JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 

Town  Treasurer, 


Norton,  January  19,  1899. 
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Cr. 

Paid  out  by  order  of  Selectmen: 
June  2,  1898..    Charles  T.  Oldfield  for  care  of 

Skinner  burial  lot, 
Jan.  1,  1899.    Invested  in  Taunton  Savings 

Bank, 

u  1899.    Cash  on  deposit  to  balance, 


Cr. 

Paid  out  by  order  of  Selectmen : 
Dec.  31,  1898.    Charles  T.  Oldfield  for  care  and 
repairs  of  Benjamin  Sweet 
burial  lot, 

Jan.  1,  1899.    Invested  in  Bristol  County  Savings 
Bank, 

"      44       ('ash  on  deposit  to  balance, 
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AUDITOR'S  REPORT. 

Of  the  Standing  of  the  Town,  January  i,  1899. 


Dr. 


Amount  due  Hicks  Reserve  Fund,  loans, 

uw3  vv  in.  j\.  j-idiie,  lodii, 

9fi0  no 

lown  01  rV.Li/ieooj 0,  sinKing  iuuu, 

9^n  no 

"  Appropriation  for  schools, 

808  74 

"  Appropriation  for  Mansfield  road, 

238  00 

To  balance  account, 

103  87 

$3,412  94 

Cr. 

Amount  of  cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer, 

909  45 

Due  from  J.  S.  Wood,  collector  of  1895, 

55  04 

"  1896, 

84  15 

Wm.  A.  Lane,  "       "  1897, 

48  82 

J.  S.  Wood,      "       "  1898, 

1,160  24 

"       State  for  State  aid, 

1,014  00 

"              "      Military  aid, 

24  00 

"             "     Soldier's  burial, 

35  00 

"             "     Pauper  aid, 

29  00 

"       City  of  Salem,  pauper  aid, 

19  74 

"             "    Taunton,  pauper  aid, 

9  50 

"       Town  of  Rehoboth,  pauper  aid, 

24  00 

13,412  94 

ANNUAL  REPORT. 
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Net  balance  in  favor  of  the  town,  Jan.  1,  1898,        $2,040  09 

"     Jan.  1,  1899,  103  87 

Decrease  of  surplus,  $1,936  22 

Having  examined  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Selectmen 
and  Treasurer,  I  find  them  correctly  kept  and  supported  with 
proper  vouchers. 

GEO.  H.  TALBOT,  Auditor. 

Norton,  January  19,  1899. 
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ASSESSORS'  REPORT. 


May  1,  1898. 

1897.  1898. 

Total  valuation  of  real  estate,             1676,325  $699,725 

Total  valuation  of  personal  estate,         113,075  126.650 


$789,400  $826,375 

Increase  in  total  valuation  from  last  year,  $36,975  00 

Total  tax  committed  to  collector,  13,436  90 

Rate  of  taxation  per  $1,000,  15  20 

Number  of  polls  assessed,  438 

"         horses,  375 

"         cows,  296 

oxen,  10 

fck         other  neat  cattle,  52 

"        sheep,  5 

kb         swine,  70 

fowls,  5,832 

dwelling  houses.  404 

acres  of  land.  16,850 


CHARLES  T.  OLDFIELD, 
LESTER  D.  BLANDIN, 
WILLIAM  A.  LANE, 

Assessors  of  Norton. 
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LIST  OF  TAXES  NOT  PAID  FEB.  n,  1899. 


TAXES  OF  1898. 


Balcom,  Heirs  of  Daniel 

$  4  56 

Bressio,  John 

2  00 

Briggs,  A.  Nelson 

2  70 

Briggs,  Arthur  L. 

2  00 

Briggs,  Benjamin  H. 

2  00 

Briggs,  Benjamin  J. 

5  42 

Briggs,  Hattie  M. 

38 

Bruce,  Benjamin  F. 

2  00 

Bush,  Joseph 

2  00 

Bush,  Samuel 

2  00 

Carpenter,  Abbie  N. 

1  90 

Carpenter,  William  T. 

2  76 

Chace,  Chester  B. 

6  56 

Cobb,  James  R.  and  John  W. 

1  52 

Cobb,  Heirs  of  Marcus 

1  14 

Cole,  Seneca 

5  32 

Cooper,  Frederick  P. 

3  04 

Copeland,  Elijah 

2  66 

Cosgrove,  Patrick  F. 

1  52 

Crane,  Henry  B.  and  Maud  C. 

4  66 

Crosby,  James  F. 

32  78 

Davis,  Charles 

10  36 

Deane,  Calvin  G. 

16  72 

Dirksen,  Peter  C. 

17  58 
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Eddy,  Heirs  of  Hodges 

2  28 

Fletcher,  Lucy 

6  46 

Foster,  James 

2  00 

Freeman,  Louis 

15  20 

Galligan,  Bernard  P. 

2  00 

Galligan,  Henry 

3  72 

Galligan,  James  J. 

6  56 

Galligan,  John  M. 

14  92 

Gaudette,  Frank 

2  00 

Hall,  Jessie  C. 

1  32 

Hall,  Morris  B. 

1  32 

Hamlin,  James  B. 

10  26 

Hart,  Albert  T. 

5  32 

Haskell,  Chloe  F. 

3  80 

Hawes,  Thomas 

38 

Heckler,  John 

2  00 

Hodges,  Heirs  of  Jarvis 

19  00 

Hodges,  Loyd  B. 

2  66 

Hodges,  Heirs  of  Newton 

4  18 

Hodges,  Samuel 

47  98 

•Jones,  Georgie 

38 

Kelly,  Mary 

3  42 

King,  William  A. 

11  12 

Kountze,  Joseph  L. 

2  38 

Kyle,  James 

2  00 

Lawton,  Edmund  T. 

22  52 

Lee,  Heirs  of  Alviu  D. 

8  74 

Leonard,  Eliza  C. 

19  38 

Lincoln,  Albert  L. 

3  80 

Lincoln,  Albert  S. 

2  76 

Lincoln,  Amos  N. 

5  32 

Lincoln,  Emmons  H. 

2  00 

Lincoln,  George  B. 

2  00 

Lincoln,  Herman  A. 

2  66 
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Lincoln,  John  C. 

12  54 

Lincoln,  John  F. 

2  76 

Lincoln,  John  H . 

33  92 

Lincoln,  Julia  P. 

38 

Lincoln.  Luther 

1  52 

Lincoln,  Palmer 

2  66 

Lincoln,  Samuel  S. 

5  70 

Lunn,  Linaeus  YV. 

17  96 

Manchester,  James  H, 

2  00 

Mathewson,  Heirs  of  John 

4  18 

Mayville,  Albert 

2  00 

McCann,  William  H. 

38 

Monohan,  Frank 

2  00 

Moon,  Mary  A. 

11  78 

Morgan,  John 

2  00 

Norton  &  Taunton  Street  Railway  Co. 

71  14 

O'Brien,  Heirs  of  Edward 

19  76 

Pike,  Hallie 

2  00 

Pike,  Phillip 

2  38 

Plunket,  Patrick 

2  00 

Prouty,  John  N. 

43  80 

Pry  or,  Heirs  of  David 

76 

Rathbone,  Julian 

2  28 

Reynolds,  Patrick 

8  42 

Sanderson,  Harlon  L. 

3  52 

Shaw,  Henry  L 

2  76 

Short,  Henry 

1  14 

Short,  John  H. 

16  34 

Skinner,  Charles  T. 

2  oi) 

Smith,  Anna  J. 

1  52 

Thayer,  Otis  B. 

18  68 

Thomas,  Charles  B. 

2  00 

Thomas,  Mary  C. 

30  40 

Thompson,  Joseph 

2  00 
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Tucker,  Diana  G. 
Tucker,  Zachery  T. 
Wetherell,  Thomas  B. 
Witherell,  William 
White,  Mary  E. 
Wilbur,  Heirs  of  Nancy  J. 
Wilbur,  William  E. 
Williams,  George  W. 
Woodward,  Albert  A. 
Woodward,  Heirs  of  Helen  <). 


Crane,  Henry  B. 
Dirksen,  Peter  C. 
Dunbar,  Laura  J. 
Gleaves,  Bridget 
Hamlin,  James  B. 
Hunt,  George  C. 
Lincoln,  Albert  L, 
Pryor,  Heirs  of  David 
Rathbone,  Julien 
Skinner,  George  S.  G. 
Thompson,  Joseph 


TAXES  OF  1897. 


TAXES  OF  1896. 

Galligan,  John  M. 
Hodges,  Lamuel 
Pryor,  Heirs  of  David 
Smith,  Ida  M. 


6  08 
2  38 
2  00 
2  00 
38 

11  78 
38 
2  38 

25  46 
2  28 


$759  58 


$4  31 

7  18 
1  32 

5  28 

8  91 
3  63 
3  96 

66 

1  98 

2  66 
2  33 


#42  22 


113  90 
53  80 
70 
2  10 
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Smith,  Heirs  of  Peter  8  05 

Tucker,  Estate  of  A.  W.  1  40 

Wilbur,  Charles  F.  3  85 

Woodward,  Edgar  K.  35 

$84  15 

TAXES  OF  1895. 

Hodges,  Samuel  $54  3b' 

Pryor,  Heirs  of  David  68 

$55  04 
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LIST  OF  JURORS. 

Presented  to  the  Town  by  the  Selectmen  for  Ac- 
ceptance at  The  Annual  Meeting,  March  6,  1899. 


John  G.  Adair, 

John  H.  Arnold, 

jeweler. 

teamster. 

Lester  D.  Blandin, 

J.  Erving  Briggs, 

sawyer. 

farmer. 

C.  Walter  Clapp, 

Harold  M.  English, 

steam  engineer. 

farmer. 

Joseph  C.  Fitzgerald, 

Henry  S.  Freeman, 

machinist. 

teamster. 

Albert  S.  Hopkins, 

Elmer  E.  Lane, 

farmer. 

jeweler. 

Oliver  H.  Lane, 

William  A.  Lane, 

butcher. 

farmer. 

Jacob  A.  Leonard, 

Virgil  H.  Leonard. 

farmer. 

farmer. 

Harrison  T.  Lincoln, 

Lloyd  S.  Lincoln, 

farmer. 

farmer. 

Moses  Lincoln, 

Charles  H.  Makepeace, 

sawyer. 

jeweler. 

Charles  T.  Oldfield, 

Kuel  L.  Robinson, 

farmer. 

wheelwright. 

William  J.  Tiffany, 

Thomas  B.  Wetherell, 

farmer. 

pattern  maker. 

William  D.  WitherelL 

Elkanah  C.  Wood, 

farmer. 

painter. 

Barn  a  F.  Woodward, 

George  F.  Woodward, 

carpenter. 

farmer. 

ANNUAL  REPORT. 


JURORS  DRAWN  FROM  THE  LIST  ACCEPTED 
LAST  YEAR. 

Erastus   B.  Codding,  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  November 
term. 

Oliver  A.  White,  Superior  Court,  March  term. 

Chauncy  L.  Lincoln,  Superior  Court,  June  Criminal  term. 

Josiah  E.  Woodward,  Superior  Court,  September  term. 

J.  Herbert  Harvey,  Superior  Court,  December  term. 

Michael  L.  Marley,  Superior  Court,  February  Criminal  term. 

Oren  E.  Walker,  Superior  Court,  Grand  Juror,  1899. 

CHARLES  T.  OLDFIELD,  ) 
LESTER  D.  BLANDIN,      }  Selectmen. 
WILLIAM  A.  LANE,  ) 
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Births  Recorded  in  Norton  1898. 


Date. 

Jan.  12. 

"  14. 

"  29. 
Mar.  9. 
Mar.  14. 
Apr.  5. 
May  15. 
June  6. 

kt  7. 

k-  9. 
Aug.  4. 

"  18. 

"  22. 

"  25. 

"  30. 
Sept.  7. 

"  18. 

"  26. 
Oct.  14. 

"  17. 

"  20. 

"  22. 
Nov.  3. 

u  7. 

"  15. 
Dec.  10. 

11  13. 
28. 


Name. 


Sex. 


Leona  Lincoln  Drew.  F. 

Thusa  Esther  Louise  Titus.  F. 

Howard  Foster  Innes.  M. 

Dwight  Lawson  Freeman.  M. 

Margaret  Ruth  Casey.  F. 

Dorothy  Louise  Chapman.  F. 

 Goddard,  M. 

Jennie  Marion  Christina  Cambell. 


F. 
F. 
F. 
M. 

Twins.  F. 


Vera  Leslie  Woodward. 
Sarah  Ethel  Lincoln. 
Mildred  Ellanora  Winter 
Ronald  Pike  Braman. 
{  Irene  May  Coffey 
/  Nora  Coffey. 

Bertha  Idella  Thompson.  F. 

Rose  Tresa  Marley.  F. 

Thomas  Perry  Carpenter.  M. 

Carleton  Horton  Draper.  M. 

 Lisner.  M. 

Eula  Dean  Lane.  F. 

Agnes  Elizabeth  Richmond.  F. 

Harold  Pay  son  Felton.  M. 

Mabel  Gertrude  Brown.  F. 

Zoie  Mary  Mondor.  F. 

Margaret  Marie  Fitzgerald.  F. 

Joseph  Clarence  Broadbent,  M. 

Earl  Garfield  Hopkins.  M. 

Ina  Ann  Lincoln.  F. 

Richard  Sanford  Fester.  M. 


Name  of  Parents. 

Hattie  G. 
George  L.,  Mary  L. 
Foster  S.,  Sadie  H. 
Charles  A.,  Bertha  E. 
Andrew,  Ruth  A. 
Dana  C,  Mary  E. 
Frank.  Mary. 
George  S.,  Fannie  E. 
Daniel  A.,  Alice  B. 
William  S.,  Minnie  M. 
George  R.,  Annie  B. 
Arlin  I.,  Anette  M. 

James,  Nora. 

Joseph,  Annie  F. 
Michael  L.,  Harriet. 
George  W.,  Cora  P. 
Joseph,  Mary  E. 
Alexander,  Maria. 
C.  Howard,  Alice  D. 
George  H.,  Agnes  A. 
Albert  E.,  Mabel  E. 
Asher,  Gertrude. 
Joseph  A.,  Kate. 
Joseph  G,  Catherine. 
Joseph,  Hannah  M. 
Albert  S.,  Hattie  P. 
Albert  S.,  Clara  C. 
Walter  E.,  Kate  A. 


Whole  Number— 29.    Mai.es — 11.    Females — 18. 

JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 

Town  Clerk 
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Marriages  Recorded  in  Norton  1898. 


Date. 

Name. 

Residence. 

Jan. 

9. 

Walter  E.  Foster, 

Norton. 

Kate  A.  Smith, 

Rehoboth. 

Jan. 

10. 

Albert  LaRock, 

Norton. 

Mary  Jane  Prince, 

Norton. 

Jan. 

11. 

Joseph  A.  Mondor, 

Norton. 

Kate  Dromey, 

Norton. 

Jan. 

12. 

Thomas  A.  Beaman, 

Norton. 

Cora  M.  Beaman, 

Norton. 

Feb. 

23. 

John  Farrow, 

Taunton. 

Alice  Tuttle, 

Norton, 

March 

2. 

Albert  S.  Hopkins, 

Norton. 

Hattie  P.  King, 

Norton. 

April 

27. 

Michael  J.  MeHngh. 

Norton. 

Margaret  Maloney, 

Taunton. 

April 

29. 

James  Coffey, 

Boston. 

Nora  O'Niel, 

Norton. 

June 

6. 

James  Manroe  Packard, 

Norton. 

Maggie  Frazer, 

Norton. 

July 

2. 

William  W.  Thumith, 

Norton. 

Belle  O'Brien, 

Norton. 

July 

8. 

Alfred  W.  Sibley, 

Wiscusset.  Mo. 

Abbie  J.  Walker, 

Waterville.  Me 
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Aug.   24.    Webster  Winslow  Bolton,  Easton. 

Mabel  E.  Bailey,  Norton. 

Sept.    21.    Carroll  Francis  Moore,  Norton. 

Bessie  Lee  Leonard,  Norton. 

Oct.      9.    Frederick  Perry  Grant,  Easton. 

Martha  Etta  Wasburn,  Norton. 

Dec.    28.    Alfred  W.  Wild,  Norton. 

Alice  J.  Howard,  Princeton. 


Whole  Number,  15. 

JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 

Town  Clerk. 
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Deaths  Recorded  in  Norton  1898. 


Aye. 


Date. 

iVame. 

Cause  of  Death. 

Ys.  Ms.  Ds. 

Jan.  12. 

Lydia  B.  Arnold. 

Senile  decay. 

85 

9 

Feb.  1. 

A  nctin  TVTAttcin  ctpi' 

I  11 U 11 1 1 1  \f  1 1 1  tl . 

80 

3 

"  9. 

lVTci  vfm  rpf   T  f^Qi*rl 

i  ii^iximjiHiX. 

53 

4 

26 

1  -i  1 1(1   1  J  .  L/CJU&vll. 

Tn'i'Pct'i  a  1  Tl  fknll  rnf  i  o 
L 11  lt;>>  Llcll  llc^JUl  Culo. 

46 

9 

13 

Mar.  17. 

TaViti  "\T  "RqtItpv 

•J  \J  1 1 11  I.U..    U(U  n.t  J  . 

f^ATCkLvfil  TTp»m  r»rr  La  <ra 
IjCIt/Uldl  QclllUllllft^r. 

67 

3 

15 

"  20. 

r Q  n  A  SJninnPV 

1  ill'  Li  1 1 1 1 ;  n  i  <x. 

76 

8 

14 

April  9. 

Precilla  B.  Underwood. 

Pneumonia. 

48 

8 

27 

« '  30. 

Fred  J.  Smith. 

Congestion  of  lungs. 

6 

24 

l\fi»  V  1 
1»1  O;  J        1 . 

T.nnic  T?  Avnrilrl 
XjV.Mi15>  XV.    AllIUll  1. 

Tuberculosis. 

31 

2 

24 

"  22 

WiIIia  Titn« 
v\  line  A-j .  litiio. 

Congestion  of  liver. 

27 

- 

18 

"  15. 

Still  born. 

-Li  till  Id  xl«    I  ICltC. 

Hemorrhage  from  tumor 

.  54 

2 

2"> 

*'  9. 

nai  1  v  av#  xytiii^cc 

Spinal  Meningitis. 

6 

23 

m£t% 

OLllIXIl<lU  A.    VV  t?  Uicl  t?ll. 

Senile  decay. 

75 

11 

12 

Tnlv  17 

♦j  uiy  1 1 . 

jL/dllltil  IlOllgcS   -DI  ijj  JS. 

Heart  disease. 

76 

Aug.  5. 

l\  1II1 11  (1  -Lil  IJlLA-'llI. 

Cerebral  Hemorrhage. 

69 

10 

xi.lt?A<lHU.t5I   J;  Uolcl  . 

Mitral  Stenosis. 

73 

3 

20 

"  24. 

William  Cotter. 

Bronchitis  and  asthma, 

55 

,k  25. 

Hannah  S.  Freeman. 

Senile  Astherria. 

88 

6 

12 

Sept.  12. 

Alfred  L.  Garfield. 

Paresis. 

51 

"  13. 

Gladys  E.  B.  Wilbur. 

Pneumonia  and  indigestion.  2 

4 

18 

'k  15. 

Walter  L.  Eddy. 

Consumption. 

23 

1 

16 

"  16. 

William  Russell  Moon. 

Cerebral  Hemorrhage. 

80 

5 

1 

"  26. 

 Lisner. 

Still  born. 

41  30. 

Irene  May  Coffey. 

Marasmas. 

1 

10 

STov.  3. 

Nancy  J.  Wilbur. 

Melancholia. 

61 

8 

20 

"  7. 

Wealthy  A.  Crane. 

Heart  disease. 

82 

7 

I 

Dec.  1. 

George  W.  Stover, 

Softning  of  brain. 

78 

3 

12 

•l  13. 

Frank  W.  Wheeler. 

Tuberculosis. 

21 

10 

1 

41  14. 

Earl  Garfield  Hopkins. 

Congenital  weakness . 

4 

"  29. 

John  lies. 

Pneumonia. 

59 

11 

23 

"  30. 

Lucretia  Jane  White. 

Cirrhosis  of  liver. 

51 

11 

7 

Whole  Number — 32. 

Males — 19.  Females— 

13. 

JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 

Town  Clerk. 
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WARRANT 

FOR 

ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING. 


BRISTOL,  ss. 

To  Frank  A.  Clapp,  or  either  of  the  Constables 
of  the  Town  of  Norton. 

Greeting : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  yon 
are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  legal  voters  of  the 
Town  of  Norton,  to  meet  in  the  Town  Hall  in  said  Norton, 
on  Monday,  the  sixth  day  of  March,  1899,  at  ten  o'clock 
A.  M.,  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  to 
wit : — 

Article  1.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  at  said 
meeting. 

Art.  2.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  revoke  its 
acceptance  of  the  provisions  of  Chapter  One  Hundred  and 
Fifty-eight  of  the  statutes  of  the  year  1871  relating  to  the 
election  of  Road  Commissioners. 
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Art.  3.  To  choose  all  necessar}7  Town  Officers  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Art.  4.  To  vote  "Yes"  or  "No,"  by  separate  ballots, 
upon  the  question,  "  Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town  the  ensuing  year?  " 

Art.  5.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  re- 
ports of  the  Town  Officers. 

Art.  6.  To  raise  money  for  the  repairs  of  roads  and 
bridges. 

Art.  7.  To  raise  money  for  the  support  of  poor  and 
incidental  expenses. 

Art.  8.    To  raise  money  for  the  support  of  schools. 

Art.  9.  To  raise  money  for  the  purchase  of  school  sup- 
plies. 

Art.  10.    To  raise  money  for  the  repairs  of  school  houses. 

Art.  11.  To  determine  the  manner  of  repairing  their 
school  houses. 

Art.  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  money  to 
pay  for  transportation  of  school  children. 

Art.  13.  To  raise  money  for  the  payment  of  the  town's 
proportion  of  the  salary  of  the  superintendent  of  schools. 

Art.  14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropriate 
money  toward  the  support  of  the  Norton  Public  Library. 

Art.  15.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  to  sup- 
press the  illegal  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  the  town  of 
Norton,  and  raise  money  therefor. 

Art.  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  money  for 
Memorial  Day  services. 

Art.  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropriate 
money  to  erect  a  drinking  fountain  at  Chartley. 
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Art.  18.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  laying  out  of 
the  road  between  the  corner  near  the  residence  of  N.  E.  Free- 
man, past  the  dwelling  house  of  Jacob  A.  Leonard,  to  the 
Mansfield  town  line,  as  laid  out  by  the  Road  Commissioners. 

Art.  19.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  in  regard 
to  the  claim  of  Clifford  A.  L,.  Eddy  for  damages  received  by 
reason  of  a  defect  in  the  highway  at  the  canal  bridge  of  the 
Taunton  Copper  Mfg.  Co. 

Art.  20.    To  see  if  the  town  will  enact  certain  by-laws. 
Art.  21.    To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  money  to 
pay  bills  contracted  for  removal  of  snow  from  the  highways. 

Art.  22.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  treasurer, 
with  the  approval  of  the  board  of  selectmen,  to  borrow 
money  in  anticipation  of  taxes. 

Art.  23.  To  determine  the  manner  of  collecting  their 
taxes. 

Art.  24.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  list 
of  jurors  as  presented  by  the  selectmen. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up 
attested  copies  of  the  body  of  the  same  at  each  of  the  public 
meeting  houses  in  said  town,  seven  days  at  least  before  the 
time  of  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk  at  the  time  and 
place  of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  twenty-first  day  of  February, 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-nine. 

CHARLES  T.  OLDFIELD, 
LESTER  D.  BLANDIN, 
WILLIAM  A.  LANE, 

Selectmen  of  Norton. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

.  .  .  OF  THE  .  .  . 

School  Committee 

.  .  .  OF  THE  .  .  . 

TOWN  OF  NORTON, 

For  the  Year  Ending  Dec.  31st,  1898. 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


TERM  EXPIRES  1899. 

WILLIAM  E.  PAYSON,  ALONZO  L.  EDDY, 

WILLIAM  D.  WITHE  RE  LL. 


TERM    EXPIRES  1900. 

GEORGE  E.  MAKEPEACE,        GEORGE  E.  SMITH. 
CHARLES  C.  VALENTINE. 


TERM   EXPIRES  1901. 

MATTHEW  YOUNG,  CHARLES  L  GROSSMAN, 

DANIEL  O'BRIEN. 


GEORGE  E.  MAKEPEACE,  Chairman. 
WILLIAM  E.  PAYSON,  Secretary. 
A.  B.  COLE,  Superintendent. 


REPORT. 


The  Annual  Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  Norton 
for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1898,  is  herewith  submit- 
ted. 

The  past  school  year  has  in  one  sense  been  uneventful ; 
that  is,  in  the  direction  that  nothing  has  occurred  out  of  the 
ordinary  with  possibly  two  exceptions.  One,  the  establish- 
ment of  an  additional  High  School  grade  at  Chartley,  and  the 
experiment  of  Vocal  Music,  the  other.  While  your  com- 
mittee were  not  unanimous  for  this  latter  addition  to  'our 
school  course,  we  think  the  results  so  far  have  justified  the 
small  expense  of  (170.00)  seventy  dollars.  What  is  to  be 
done  further  in  the  matter,  will  in  a  degree  depend  on  two 
exhibitions  which  Mr.  Whittemore,  the  teacher,  intends 
giving. 

Much  could  be  said  of  improvement,  and  advanced  methods 
that  have  been  in  evidence,  and  your  Committee  naturally 
inclines  to  offer  suggestions  for  further  steps  in  such  direct- 
ion, but  only  a  hint  or  two  can  be  given.  In  this  connection, 
we  have  in  mind  our  good  fortune  in  securing,  the  past  year, 
qualified,  earnest  teachers  to  which  our  Superintendent  refers. 
We  think  the  people  hardly  realize  the  difficulties  our  country 
communities  encounter,  not  so  much  always  in  hiring  teach- 
ers, as  in  retaining  those  who  are  found  able  to  fill  the  bill. 
These  are  the  ones  taken  from  us  by  the  richer  cities  and 
towns.  In  other  words,  we  might  consider  the  Country 
District  Schools  the  primary  school  of  inexperienced  teach- 
ers.   And  in  more  Avays  than  one  we  find  it  is  quite  a  burden 
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on  us,  this  inability  to  secure  permanently  the  best  talent. 
The  State  in  a  measure,  through  its  School  Fund  and  other 
sources,  seeks  to  help  us,  but  a  law  for  the  distribution  of 
monies  based  on  the  percentage  of  the  town's  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  schools  should  be  enacted.  Our  State  has 
aimed  to  send  from  its  Normal  Schools,  competent  teachers, 
and  the  present  requirements  for  admission  to  these  schools 
should  result  in  a  higher  grade  of  teachers,  and  without 
doubt  it  does,  but  is  it  not  possible  that  the  smaller 
towns  cannot  afford  this  improved  service  and  have  to  take 
up  with  those  who  fail  to  have  the  advantages  of  the  State's 
curriculum?  At  any  rate  the  per  cent,  of  poor  teachers 
lias  not  decreased,  and  the  little  obscure  District  School 
has  to  suffer  where  its  teacher  is  expected  to  serve  for 
$7.00  or  |8.00  per  week.  Competent,  energetic,  aspiring 
and  intelligent  teachers,  unless  for  certain  personal  rea- 
sons, do  not  care  to  go  to  a  school  of  8  or  10  scholars  in 
an  out  of  the  way  place.  The  solution  of  this  trouble  is  a 
concentration  of  forces,  and  until  it  can  be  brought  about, 
such  conditions  of  poor  service  at  a  high  price  must  continue. 
Consolidation  is  the  order  of  the  day  and  it  means  time  and 
energy  saved.  The  results  of  our  great  institutions  of  learn- 
ing show  it.  Could  Harvard  College  do  what  it  is  doing,  if 
all  its  resources  and  power  were  dissipated  or  scattered,  as  are 
our  eight  District  Schools?  Let  us  realize  this,  and  try  and 
carry  it  in  part  to  its  logical  conclusion,  (i.  e.)  a  High  and 
Inter-Mediary  School  at  the  Centre  under  conditions  that 
will  ensure  the  best  service  from  teachers  and  superinten- 
dent, to  say  nothing  of  the  advantages  to  pupil. 

A  reference  here  is  pertinent  to  the  superintendent's  report 
that  pupils  are  remaining  longer  in  school,  and  this  shows 
that  as  we  increase  our  facilities  and  supply  the  demand  in 
our  own  community,  we  shall  record  gratifying  results.  Pu- 
pils hesitate  to  go  out  of  town  for  instruction.    Expense  is 
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somewhat  of  a  factor  but  other  considerations  sometimes 
deter  parents  as  well  as  pupil. 

A  matter  to  which  your  committee  has  given  some  thought 
and  which  has  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  our  citizens 
at  several  of  our  Town  Meetings,  is  the  apparent  need  of  a 
small  appropriation  for  transportation.  It  seems  a  hardship 
to  expect  children  of  tender  years  to  be  obliged,  through  the 
winter  months,  to  Avalk,  as  they  are  compelled  in  some  in- 
stances, two  miles  by  unfrequented  roads,  with  consequent 
dangers,  often  reaching  school,  tired,  cold  and  wet.  Instances 
of  truancy  have  occurred  under  such  circumstances  which 
would  seem  almost  justifiable.  A  small  sum  to  reach  such  cases, 
and  possibly  in  the  case  of  those  obliged  to  attend  at  Chart- 
ley  in  the  High  School  grades,  would  be  in  line  with  the  pro- 
gressive spirit  of  our  day  and  methods. 

Your  committee  is  impelled  to  call  attention  to  that  part 
of  our  superintendent's  report  emphasizing  the  advantages  of 
a  town  with  advanced  school  facilities  being  attractive  to 
those  looking  for  homes  and  an  evidence  of  an  enlightened 
and  well  ordered  community.  How  true  it  is,  that  in  these 
days  of  industrial  competition  the  poorly  educated  are  doom- 
ed to  fall  by  the  wayside.  The  State  requires  the  education 
of  its  citizens,  and  its  wealth  and  progress  depend  on  the 
culture,  high  standard  and  intellectual  equipments  of  its 
people.  What  nature  has  denied  us  in  our  sterile  and  treas- 
ureless  soil,  with  its  lack  of  mineral  and  agricultural  resources, 
let  us  supply  by  the  full  measure  of  those  qualities  of  mind 
that  demand  and  receive  the  highest  prices  in  the  professions 
as  well  as  in  the  broader  field  of  mechanics  and  invention. 
Massachusetts  through  her  educational  advantages  has  gain- 
ed an  enviable  reputation,  and  has  wielded  a  potent  influence 
in  affairs  of  state.  Each  community  must  contribute  to 
maintain  this  high  repute. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


We  would  recommend  the  following  appropriations : 


For  support  of  schools,  #4,000.00 
(to  include  High  School  tuition) 

salary  of  superintendent,  300.00 

school  supplies,  350.00 

repairs  of  school  houses,  250.00 

transportation  of  scholars,  75.00 


The  report  of  superintendent  and  financial  statement 
follows. 

For  the  Committee, 

WILLIAM  E.  PAYSON, 

Secretary. 


Superintendent's  Report. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Norton: 

This  annual  report  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  year  that  has  just  closed  has  been  a  successful  and 
prosperous  one.  The  work  accomplished  has  been  greater 
and  more  varied  than  during  the  previous  year,  and  the  in- 
terest shown  has  indicated  that  the  teachers  were  working  to 
obtain  the  best  possible  results.  One  of  the  evidences  of 
prosperity  is  the  fact  that  the  attendance  shows  a  considerable 
increase  and  that  this  increase  is  confined  largely  to  those 
who  have  passed  the  age  limit  required  by  law,  but  have  con- 
tinued to  remain  in  the  schools. 

Another  evidence  of  the  prosperity  is  the  fact  that  as  a  rule 
our  classes  of  the  same  grade  are  doing  about  the  same  work 
as  those  children  have  been  doing  who  have  come  into  our 
schools  from  larger  places. 

By  this  is  not  to  be  inferred  that  our  schools  are  to  be  con- 
sidered on  a  par  with  the  closely  graded  systems  of  our  lead- 
ing cities  and  towns,  either  in  the  amount  of  work  accomplished 
or  the  breadth  of  the  work,  but  only,  that  so  far  as  we  attempt 
to  do  what  they  do,  it  seems  to  be  about  as  well  done. 

Though  a  statement  like  the  following  may  seem  strange 
to  those  who  have  not  thought  upon  the  subject,  nevertheless, 
it  is  all  too  true,  that  it  takes  a  better  teacher  to  do  good 
work  in  an  ungraded  school  than  it  does  in  a  graded  school, 
as  cities  grade  their  schools. 
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The  reason  is  apparent  when  we  consider  for  a  moment 
that  the  manner  and  methods  of  dealing  with  primary  child- 
ren are  wholly  different  from  those  which  should  be  used  in 
dealing  with  grammar  children.  Nine  times  in  ten  if  a 
teacher  is  a  great  success  with  the  first  two  or  three  classes 
in  an  ungraded  school,  she  is  able  to  accomplish  but  little 
with  the  older  classes :  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  older 
classes  advance  rapidly,  it  is  often  at  the  expense  of  the  be- 
ginners. Very  few  teachers  are  adapted  to  all  grades,  either 
by  nature  or  by  .training,  but  almost  any  teacher  can  prepare 
herself  to  do  most  excellent  work  in  certain  grades;  then 
again  the  amount  of  time  necessary  to  the  preparation  of 
school  work  is  so  great  that  the  ungraded  teacher  can  give 
but  a  few  moments  to  each  subject,  while  the  graded  teacher 
can  devote  all  her  energies  to  the  work  of  one  class.  Not 
only  must  this  lack  of  preparation  be  a  setback  for  the  child- 
ren, but  the  time  allowed  for  recitation  is  so  limited  that 
there  is  but  little  time  for  individual  explanations.  All  these 
things  stand  out  strongly  against  the  children  of  our  schools 
when  compared  with  their  more  fortunate  friends  or  relatives 
who  live  in  the  city. 

The  ungraded  school,  however,  is  not  without  its  advan- 
tages;  and  among  them  are  the  following:  By  constantly 
hearing  the  recitations  of  the  classes  above  him,  the  child 
drinks  in  very  much  that  he  would  never  get  if  he  had  to  sit 
down  to  learn  it  as  an  isolated  recitation.  By  hearing  those 
below  him,  he  has  a  constant  review  and  thus  is  apt  to  be 
more  thorough  than  he  would  be  if  he  simply  passed  from 
room  to  room  in  a  graded  school  and  heard  only  the  recita- 
tions of  his  own  class. 

All  in  all,  however,  the  ungraded  school  is  a  thing  of  the 
past  which  must  soon  give  way  to  something  in  which  pupils 
can  work  faster  and  accomplish  more.  The  prosperity  of 
many  of  the  suburban  towns  of  Boston  has  been  measured 
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by  the  school  systems  which  they  have  been  able  to  offer  to 
parents  who  were  looking  for  homes.  Those  towns  whicli 
were  the  most  progressive  have  grown  ;  those  which  were  not 
progressive  have  stood  comparatively  still. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  one  of  the  first  questions  whicli 
will  be  asked  by  parents  who  are  thinking  of  taking  up  a 
residence  in  Norton  will  be,  "  What  kind  of  schools  will  my 
children  be  able  to  attend  ?  " 

Good  schools  are  as  great  an  inducement  to  the  home- 
seeker  as  any  advantages  which  a  town  can  offer.  In  this 
report  I  do  not  wish  to  recommend  any  abolitions  or  consoli- 
dations because  I  do  not  think  the  time  has  come  when  it  can 
be  profitably  done,  but  I  do  wish  to  bring  to  the  mind  of  the 
citizens  the  fact  that  a  lot  of  small  ungraded  schools  will  not 
be  a  strong  drawing  card  for  people  who  have  enjoyed  better 
schools. 

In  regard  to  consolidation  I  think  that  unless  the  people 
can  come  together  and  agree  upon  some  plan,  it  would  be 
better  to  let  the  present  schools  remain  as  they  are. 

Already  in  this  Commonwealth  there  have  been  too  many 
cases  of  the  closing  of  outlying  schools  against  the  wishes  of 
those  who  patronized  them,  and  instead  of  bettering  the 
school  conditions,  bitter  jealousy  and  endless  strife  have  been 
engendered.  The  right  results  can  only  follow  when  those 
who  have  such  small  schools  demand  better  advantages,  and 
not  when  those  in  the  majority  seek  to  take  away  the  long 
established  privileges  of  those  in  the  minority. 

ENTERING  SC  HOOL. 

1  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  parents  of  small  children  to 
one  point  which  seems  to  me  essential  to  the  progress  of 
the  child. 

Whenever  it  is  possible  have  the  child  enter  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  spring  term.    Even  though  he  may  be  not  quite 
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tive  years  old,  yet,  if  the  parent  intends  to  send  him  in  the 
fall  or  as  soon  as  he  is  five,  it  would  be  much  better  to  allow 
him  to  enter  in  the  spring.  When  a  child  enters  in  the 
spring  the  weather  is  good  and  he  can  come  every  day.  He 
just  gets  well  started  and  when  the  fall  term  opens  he  can 
come  again  nearly  every  day  for  the  entire  term. 

By  being  already  started  in  the  spring  he  is  able  to  get 
along  fairly  well  in  the  fall.  If  on  the  other  hand,  he  be 
kept  out  until  the  fall  term,  he  will  be  one  term  behind  those 
who  came  in  at  the  opening  of  the  spring  term,  and  as  the 
teacher  cannot  hear  so  many  classes,  he  will  be  allowed  to 
struggle  along  getting  what  he  can.  He  will  perhaps  just 
begin  to  get  started  when  the  winter  term  opens  and  he  drops 
out  for  that  term  only  to  come  in  again  in  the  spring  to  begin 
with  those  who  have  just  entered. 

In  short  he  is  likely  to  be  a  year  behind  those  who  entered 
in  the  spring.  And  with  the  number  of  classes  there  seems 
to  be  no  way  of  preventing  this. 

REMAINING  IN  SCHOOL. 

I  cannot  speak  too  forcibly  of  the  desirability  of  continued 
work  in  the  schools  by  the  older  pupils,  whenever  possible. 
As  the  years  go  by  and  competition  becomes  sharper,  it  will 
be  harder  and  harder  for  the  average  man  to  provide  for  his 
family  in  the  manner  of  his  wishes  unless  he  has  especially 
fitted  himself  to  do  some  particular  work.  All  our  power  is 
the  result  of  education  which  may  be  acquired  within  the  four 
walls  of  a  school  room  or  it  may  be  learned  in  conflict  of  ex- 
perience. Certainly,  however,  that  boy  is  more  liable  to  be 
successful  who  goes  out  into  the  world  with  a  good  education 
than  he  is  who  goes  out  without  any  or  with  but  little.  Years 
ago  one  could  obtain  what  was  considered  a  good  education 
in  the  public  schools:  but  to-day  what  can  be  learned  there 
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is  but  the  slightest  smattering  when  compared  with  what  a 
hoy  should  know  who  goes  out  to  earn  his  living  by  the  aid 
of  his  brain.  What  was  a  fair  college  education  within  the 
memory  of  men  now  living  would  compare  only  favorably 
with  many  of  the  high  school  courses  at  the  present  time. 

To-day  the  young  man  who  intends  to  enter  the  profession- 
al schools  of  our  leading  universities  in  law,  medicine  or 
theology,  must  spend  eight  or  nine  years  in  the  graded 
schools,  four  years  in  the  high  school,  four  years  at  college, 
and  three  or  four  years  in  the  professional  school, — in  all, 
nearly  twenty  years  of  hard  study  before  he  is  considered 
capable  of  commencing  his  life  work. 

It  is  only  two  years  since  young  girls  could  go  from  our 
lower  schools  direct  to  the  Normal  schools,  but  to-day  it  is 
necessary  for  them  to  be  a  graduate  of  an  approved  high 
school  or  submit  to  an  examination  which  will  virtually  ex- 
clude them. 

All  this  is  written  to  show  the  tendency  of  the  times. 
Many  parents  desire  to  give  their  children  a  good  commercial 
training  and  there  is  nothing  better  which  can  be  done  for  the 
average  boy  or  girl  no  matter  what  his  or  her  future  vocation 
may  be.  It  is  a  mistake,  however,  to  send  children  to  such  a 
school  before  they  are  prepared,  either  by  age  or  training. 

Every  business  education  should  be  supplemented  by  at 
least  a  good,  thorough  high  school  training.  Why  ?  Because 
such  a  training  teaches  one  to  think  better  and  to  do  more 
than  he  could  do  without  it. 

If  some  boys  have  such  a  training  and  others  have  not. 
those  who  have  not  must  suffer  in  competition  with  those 
who  have.  Not  only  is  an  education  a  great  help  from  a 
financial  standpoint,  but  it  is  a  greater  boon  to  those  possessed 
of  it  from  the  enjoyment  which  it  gives.  Probably  there  is 
no  man  of  any  energy  and  ambition  who  has  not  at  some  time 
in  his  life  seen  an  opportunity  where  he  could  have  bettered 
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himself  financially  had  he  been  better  prepared  educationally. 

Probably  there  is  no  man  under  normal  conditions  who 
could  not  have  enjoyed  life  better  if  he  had  had  a  broader 
education. 

Looking  forward  into  the  future  and  judging  its  possi- 
bilities by  the  changes  in  the  recent  past,  certainly  the  boy 
who  at  middle  life  has  only  his  two  hands  with  which  to  com- 
pete with  the  labor-killing  machinery,  now  being  introduced 
into  every  industry  requiring  manual  labor,  will  be  but  little 
better  off  than  the  peasantry  of  Europe  or  the  slaves  of  the 
south. 

MUSIC. 

The  experiment  of  music  in  the  public  schools  will  prob- 
ably have  had  a  partial  solution  in  the  form  of  a  public 
exhibition  before  this  report  will  have  been  printed.  Whether 
it  is  to  be  continued  or  not,  of  course  ought  to  depend  upon 
the  attitude  of  the  parents.  They  are  the  ones  most  inter- 
ested. If  children  are  ever  to  sing,  the  time  to  begin  is  when 
they  are  young,  and  the  vocal  organs  are  flexible. 

It  is  a  mistaken  idea  to  suppose  that  some  are  born  singers 
and  can  sing  anyway,  while  others  could  not  be  trained 
under  any  conditions.  There  are  exceptions,  but,  as  a  rule, 
every  child  can  be  trained  to  sing  just  as  well  as  to  spell  or 
read  or  write.  Why  not?  All  our  education  is  a  training 
of  the  senses.  Music  is  but  a  succession  of  sounds  which  the 
ear  is  trained  to  recognize  just  as  the  eye  is  trained  to  recog- 
nize colors  or  the  tongue  to  recognize  the  different  tastes. 
Certainly  that  life  is  happier  which  has  some  music  in  it 
though  it  be  but  little  than  that  life  which  is  utterly  devoid 
of  it.  If  his  own  children  were  in  the  schools  of  Norton,  the 
superintendent  would  be  strongly  in  favor  of  music;  and  so 
in  all  such  matters  he  takes  the  same  ground  for  other  child- 
ren that  he  would  deem  for  the  best  interests  of  his  own. 
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ADVANCED  WORK. 

The  work  at  Chartley  has  been  well  done  and  at  a  con- 
siderable less  cost  than  if  the  pupils  had  been  sent  out  of 
town.  It  is  unfortunate  that  there  are  no  suitable  accom- 
modations nearer  the  geographical  center  of  the  town.  In 
all  of  the  schools  having  an  eighth  grade,  elementary  book 
keeping  has  been  introduced  and  I  see  no  reason  in  the 
smaller  schools  where  the  classes  are  small  why  several  other 
studies  usually  taken  in  the  first  year  of  the  high  school  may 
not  be  taken  by  those  who  desire  to  do  so.  We  were  for- 
tunate in  being  able  to  go  from  September  to  June  during 
the  last  school  year  without  a  single  change  of  teachers. 

Their  continued  work  for  that  time  is  seen  in  the  amount 
done  so  far  this  year  and  in  the  regularity  of  attendance. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

We  aim  to  do  much  general  work  in  reading,  giving  the 
pupils  a  great  range  of  reading  matter  including  books  of 
literature,  history,  geography  and  nature.  In  arithmetic 
during  the  first  four  years,  the  work  is  devoted  chiefly  to  the 
four  fundamental  principles;  the  fifth  to  fractions;  the  sixth 
to  compound  quantities;  the  seventh  to  percentage  and  inter- 
est; the  eighth  to  the  remainder  of  the  book  and  reviews. 

In  addition  to  this,  mental  work  is  expected  to  be  given 
ten  minutes  daily. 

In  History,  first  three  years,  stories  of  men  and  events: 
fourth  and  fifth  years,  biographies  of  leading  men  whose  lives 
have  become  a  part  of  our  history;  sixth  year,  study  of  the 
explorations,  development  of  the  colonies  to  the  Revolution ; 
seventh  year,  period  of  the  Revolution,  development  of  the 
government  under  the  Constitution  to  the  Civil  War:  eighth 
\ear,  from  the  Civil  War  to  the  present  time.    Teachers  arc 
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urged  to  lay  great  stress  upon  the  wonderful  social  and  in- 
dustrial development  of  the  nation  since  1860. 

In  Geography,  first  three  years,  talks  about  nature,  obser- 
vation lessons  on  plants,  animals,  the  weather,  etc.  It  is  a 
sad  fact,  but  all  too  true,  that  we  do  not  have  time  enough 
to  develop  these  little  ones  along  these  lines  as  they  should 
be  taught.  Fourth  and  fifth  years,  Elementary  Geography 
by  Frye;  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  years,  Complete  Geogra- 
phy on  the  ideas  and  books  of  Frye  as  well  as  possible. 
Geography  has  in  the  past  few  years  suffered  a  great  change 
in  the  methods  of  treatment  and  many  of  our  teachers,  like 
all  others,  are  too  well  grounded  in  the  old  ideas  to  entirely 
leave  them  and  not  familiar  enough  with  the  new  to  entirely 
comprehend  them.  Five  years  from  now  this  subject  will  be 
much  better  taught  everywhere. 

In  Language,  first  two  years,  writing  and  copying  simple 
statements,  use  of  capitals  in  names,  question  marks,  etc.; 
third  and  fourth  years,  Language  Book  by  Miss  Hyde;  fifth 
and  sixth  years,  Language  II  Metcalf  and  Bright.  (This  is 
not  now  in  use  in  the  school  to  any  extent  but  I  hope  to  have 
it  there  during  the  year;)  seventh  and  eighth  years,  Lessons 
in  English  by  Miss  Hyde. 

During  all  these  years  a  great  amount  of  written  work  is 
done,  and  in  this  the  schools  stand  excellent;  all  stories  read, 
all  lessons  learned,  are  reproduced  in  such  form  that  the 
children  will  compare  favorably  with  those  of  any  of  the  sur- 
rounding towns. 

In  Physiology,  grades  three  and  four  read  Book  I,  Union 
series ;  grades  five  and  six,  Book  II,  grades  seven  and  eight, 
Book  III.  These  lessons  also  are  written  after  recitations 
and  in  many  cases  pupils  have  made  accurate  drawings  of  the 
bones,  muscles  and  organs  of  the  body. 

In  Penmanship,  the  children  average  well.  Much  of  their 
time  in  writing  is  devoted  to  the  writing  of  their  lessons, 
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however,  and  not  to  work  of  the  copy  books.  Parents  some- 
times misunderstand  this  and  think  that  because  but  little 
work  is  being  done  in  the  copy  books,  the  penmanship  is 
being  neglected.  The  work  in  the  writing  book  is  but  ;i 
means  to  an  end.  Facility  can  only  be  gained  by  putting  the 
principles  thus  learned  to  practical  results. 

TEXT  BOOKS. 

The  books  are  nearly  all  in  good  condition,  in  fact,  most  of 
them  comparatively  new.  With  the  beginning  of  the  new 
year  all  books  sent  out  have  been  covered.  We  are  in  need 
of  more  reference  books,  but  these  are  being  added  a  few 
each  year. 

Thanking  the  committee  and  the  citizens  for  the  many 
favors  extended,  I  am, 

Very  respectfully, 

A  A  HON  B.  COLE, 

NORTON,  January  lb,  1899, 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR. 


PUPILS   WHO   HAVE   BEEN   NEITHER   TARDY   NOR  ABSENT. 

Four  Years.— 1895-6-7-8. 
Mildred  Barney.  Lizzie  E.  Young. 

Three  Few*.— 1896-7-8. 
Jennie  A.  M.  Butts,  Chester  F.  Butts. 

0ne  F^r.— 1898. 


Earl  Barney, 
Florence  Dorr, 


Irving  Dorr, 
Louise  Wetherell, 
Ernest  Williams, 
Howard  Woodward. 
Jessie  Young, 
James  Leddy, 


Belle  Grossman, 
Bessie  Grossman, 
George  Radnor, 
Daisy  Radnor, 
Charles  Kingsley. 
Everett  Kingsley, 
Mary  Skinner, 
Earl  Waterman, 
Eva  Pike, 
Ethel  Dorr, 
Benjamin  Haskell, 
Bert  Innes, 
Harold  Westman, 
Arthur  Valentine, 
Arthur  Store)-. 


Two  Term*. 


One  Term. 


Mary  Jackson, 
Theresa  Jackson. 


Charles  Barney, 
Helen  Dorr,  • 
Gertrude  E.  Sherwood. 
Allie  L.  Grono, 
Jamie  Jackson, 
Willie  Radnor. 


Harry  Bland  in, 
Lewis  Holmes, 
Timothy  O'Brien. 
Joe  H.  Lincoln, 
Lottie  I.  Austin. 
Priscilla  Jackson, 
Lillian  E.  Reed, 
Stephen  Quinter, 
Albert  Sheperd, 
Ethel  Lane, 
Ruth  Barney, 
Lena  Hallihan, 
Pearlie  M.  Grono, 
Emma  L.  Grono. 
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Teachers. 

J  Jennie  L.  Heckman. 
(  Eloise  H.  Crocker.  (1) 

Abbie  A.  Vance. 
(  Mabel  F.  Alden.  (2) 
)  Ella  R.  Brown.  (1) 

Julia  A.  Litchfield. 

Hattie  B.  White. 

Minnie  Folsom. 

Clara  0.  Woodward. 
(  Olivette  Saltsman.  (2) 
j  Olivia  M.  Woods.  (1) 

Adelaide  E.  Austin. 
{  Charlotte  B.  Lincoln.  (2) 
1  )  Sara  M.  Lincoln.  (1) 
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School. 

Sturdy  Grammar. 

Sturdy  Primary. 

No.  1. 

No.  2. 
No.  3. 
No.  4. 
No*,  b. 
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No.  7. 

No.  8. 
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SOME  LAWS  IN  BRIEF. 

All  children  must  be  vaccinated  unless  prevented  by  ill  health. 

Children  under  16  must  have  employment  certificates. 

No  child  under  14  can  be  employed  in  any  factory,  workshop,  or  mer- 
cantile establishment. 

Towns  must  furnish  at  least  82  weeks  of  school  to  all  pupils  below  the 
high  school  grade. 

Towns  having  500  families  must  establish  a  local  high  school. 

All  children  between  7  and  14  years  must  attend  school  for  the  entire 
time  it  is  in  session.    (Two  weeks  absence  no  longer  allowed.) 

Three  classes  of  children  liable  to  be  committed  to  the  truant  school 

(a)  Habitual  truants, — children  between  7  and  14  years  of  age  who 
wilfully  and  habitually  absent  themselves  from  school. 

(6)  Habitual  absentees — between  7  and  10,  wandering  about  in  the 
streets, — growing  up  in  idleness  and  ignorance. 

(c)  Habitual  school  offenders. — those  who  persistently  violate  the 
regulations  of  the  school. 

Towns  pay  one  dollar  a  week  for  the  support  of  such  truants. 

A  fine  of  not  more  than  twenty  dollars  for  those  who  allow  a  child  to 
be  absent  from  school  5  days  or  10  half  days  within  any  period  of  six 
months. 

Money  to  be  expended  for  transportation  must  be  raised  by  a  special 
appropriation. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


SCHOOL  MONEY. 

Appropriation  by  the  town,  $4,000  00 

Received  from  State,  income  of  School  Fund,  886  H'2 

Received  from  County,  dog  license  money,  881  28 

Received  from  State,  tuition  of  state  children,  81  50 
Received  from  State,  on  account  of  joint  school  district, 

for  teachers'  wages,  '200  00 


15,049  60 

Expended  for  the  support  of  schools,  4,240  86 


Balance  due  the  schools  Januarv  1,  1899,  $808  74 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS. 
Aaron  B.  Cole,  services  as  superintendent,  $600  00 


SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 

STURDY  SCHOOL, 

Jennie  L.  Heckmann,  teaching  grammar  department, 

eleven  weeks,  Winter  term,  $132  00 

Jennie  L.  Heckmann,  teaching  grammar  department, 

twelve  weeks,  Spring  term,  144  00 
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Jennie  L.  Heckmann,  teaching  grammar  department, 

fourteen  weeks,  Fall  term,  168  00 

Eloise  H.  Crocker,  assistant  teacher  in  grammar 

department,  fourteen  weeks,  Fall  term,  140  00 

Abbie  A.  Vance,  teaching  primary  department,  eleven 

weeks,  Winter  term,  99  00 

Abbie  A.  Vance,  teaching  primary  department,  5| 

weeks,  Spring  term,  48  00 

S.  Elizabeth  Barrows,  teaching  primary  department, 

five  weeks,  Spring  term,  45  00 

Abbie  A.  Vance,  teaching  primary  department,  four- 
teen weeks,  Fall  term,  126  00 

Louis  A.  Sturdy,  janitor,  28  weeks,  34  50 

Harry  P.  Sturdy,  janitor,  14  weeks,  21  00 

A.  H.  Sweet,  12  tons  coal,  73  00 

().  H.  Lane,  wood  and  kindlings,  7  00 

$1,038  10 


School  X<>.  1. 


Mable  F.  Allen,  teaching  eleven  weeks,  Winter  term,  110  00 

u            u           «           u         a      Spring     "  110  00 

Mary  L.  Parmenter,  teaching  three  weeks,  Fall      "  30  00 

Ella  R.  Brown,  teaching  eleven  weeks,  Fall  term,  110  00 

Samuel  Thompson,  janitor,  54  00 

A.  H.  Sweet,  8  tons,  800  lbs.  coal,  52  00 

George  W.  Carpenter,  one  cord  oak  wood,  sawed,  5  00 

Samuel  Thompson,  sawing  wood,  1  50 

$472  78 
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School  No.  2. 

Julia  A.  Litchfield,  teaching  eleven  weeks,  Winter  term,    $99  00 


Julia  A.  Litchfield,  teaching  eleven  weeks,  Spring  term,  99  00 

Julia  A.  Litchfield,  teaching  fourteen  weeks,  Fall  term,  126  00 

Arthur  L.  Valentine,  janitor,  10  00 

L.  C.  Witherell,  2  cords  oak  wood,  sawed,  10  00 

"           "         pine  wood  and  kindling,  6  00 

$350  00 

School  No.  3. 

Hattie  B.  White,  teaching  eleven  weeks,  Winter  term,  99  00 

"            "      teaching  eleven  weeks,  Spring  term,  99  00 

"            "      teaching  fourteen  weeks,  Fall  term,  126  00 

Annie  Jackson,  janitor,  11  00 

George  F.  Woodward,  5  cords  oak  wood,  sawed,  19  00 

Josiah  Woodward,  kindlings,  2  50 

$356  50 

School  No.  4. 

Minnie  Folsom,  teaching  eleven  weeks,  Winter  term.  99  00 

Minnie  Folsom,  teaching  eleven  weeks,  Spring  term.  99  00 

Minnie  Folsom,  teaching  fourteen  weeks,  Fall  term.  126  00 

Willie  T.  Radnor,  janitor,  10  00 

George  H.  Arnold,  3  cords  oak  wood,  12  00 

George  H.  Arnold,  11  cords  shingle  billets,  4  50 

C.  L  Crossman,  sawing  and  housing  wood,  3  SO 

$355  30 
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School  No.  5. 

Clara  O.  Woodward,  teaching  eleven  weeks,  Winter  term,  110  00 
"  teaching  eleven  weeks,  [Spring  term,  110  00 

"  "  teaching  fourteen  weeks,  Fall  term,   140  00 


Charles  O.  Bruce,  janitor,  12  50 

Joseph  F.  Sweet,  3  cords  oak  wood,  12  00 

Edward  C.  Kingsley,  sawing  and  housing  wood,  3  75 

Moses  Lincoln,  shingle  billets,  3  59 

Charles  O.  Bruce,  packing  shingle  billets,  25 

George  E.  Smith,  kindlings,  35 


1392  44 

School  No.  6. 

Olivette  R.  Saltsman,  teaching  eleven  weeks,  Winter  term,  99  00 
Olivette  R.  Saltsman,  teaching  eleven  weeks,  Spring  term,    99  00 


Olivia  M.  Woods,  teaching  fourteen  weeks,  Fall  term,  126  00 

Timothy  F.  O'Brien,  janitor,  10  50 

E.  R.  Leonard,  4|  cords  oak  wood,  sawed  and  housed,  17  00 

Moses  Lincoln,  2  loads  shingle  billets,  3  74 

$355  24 

School  No.  7. 

Adelaide  E.  Austin,  teaching  eleven  weeks,  Winter  term,  99  00 

Adelaide  E.  Austin,  teaching  eleven  weeks,  Spring  term,  99  00 

Adelaide  E.  Austin,  teaching  fourteen  weeks,. Fall  term,  126  00 

Chester  F.  Butts,  janitor,  9  00 

George  W.  Carpenter,  2  cords  oak  wood,  sawed,  10  00 


$343  00 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


28 


School  No.  8. 

Charlotte  B.  Lincoln,  teaching  eleven  weeks,  Winter  term,  99  00 
Charlotte  B.  Lincoln,  teaching  eleven  weeks,  Spring  term,    99  00 


Sara  M.  Lincoln,  teaching  fourteen  weeks,  Fall  term,  126  00 

John  Griggsby,  janitor,  11  00 

W.  D.  Witherell,  6  ft.  oak  wood,  3  00 

"              "     20  ft.  pine  wood,  7  50 

John  Griggsby,  sawing  and  housing  wood,  3  25 

$348  75 

Vocal  Music 

H.  J.  and  H.  E.  Whittemore,  teaching,  $35  00 


High  School  Tuition. 
Town  of  Attleboro,  tuition  of  James  P.  Biram 


for  24  weeks,  $30  00 

Leroy  D.  Braman,  24  weeks,  30  00 

Harry  P.  Sturdy,  18  weeks,  22  50 
Town  of  Mansfield,  tuition  of  Alice  M.  King 

for  24  weeks,  15  00 

Gertrude  A.  Blandin,  24  weeks,  15  00 
City  of  Taunton,  tuition  of  Mattie  J.  Crane 

for  35  weeks,  43  75 

H.  Arnold  Tinkham,  15  weeks,  18  75 

Ruth  B.  Tinkham,  15  weeks,  18  75 

$193  75 

Total  amount  paid  for  support  of  Schools,  $4,034  42 
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REPAIRS  OF  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 


Sturdy  School  House. 

Zoe  Mundor,  cleaning  house, 

Peter  Boulett,  cleaning  vaults, 

Maurice  Fitzgerald,  cleaning  school  rooms, 

E.  A.  Fuller,  window  shades  and  fixtures, 

John  Harvey,  various  repairs, 

George  A.  Sweeney,  two  tables, 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  sundries, 


No.  L 

A.  H.  Sweet,  stools, 

Joseph  F.  Sweet,  storm  windows, 

G.  Makepeace,  step-ladder, 

Joseph  F.  Sweet,  locks  and  repairs  on  doors, 

E.  L.  Briggs,  repairs  on  ventilating  flue, 


No.  2. 

C.  C.  Valentine,  repairs  on  windows, 
Nahum  Perry  &  Co.,  repairs  on  stove  pipe, 
George  A.  Sweeney,  arm  chair, 

No.  X. 

Annie  Jackson,  cleaning  school  room, 
James  L.  Leonard,  repairs  and  setting  glass. 


n  oo 

2  00 
24  95 
•28  00 
49  62 
5  25 
1  18 

$118  00 


1  00 
11  00 
1  40 

1  90 

50 

$15  80 

11  60 
5  94 

2  75 

|10  29 


$2  00 
1  75 


$8  75 
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No.  4. 

Charles  I.  Crossman,  cleaning  school  room, 
C.  I.  Crossman,  cleaning  yard  and  out  buildings, 
C.  I.  Crossman,  repairs  on  nag  staff*, 
C.  T.  Crossman,  setting  glass, 


No.  5. 

Charles  S.  Bruce,  repairs  on  nag  pole, 
C.  S.  Bruce,  repairs  on  desk  and  door, 
George  E.  Makepeace,  painting  house, 
Oscar  R.  Sweet,  cleaning  school  room, 
George  E.  Smith,  setting  glass, 
G.  E.  Smith,  repairs  on  flag  staff, 
G.  E.  Smith,  repairs  on  doors, 


No.  6. 

Barna  F.  Woodward,  sundry  small  repairs, 
B.  F.  Woodward,  repairs  on  lock  and  door, 
G.  E.  Makepeace,  varnishing  desks, 
William  J.  White,  cleaning  school  room, 
"  "     mowing  school  yard, 

"  "     repairing  chair  and  door, 


n  5o 

1  00 
95 
1  20 

f  5  65 


%  1  00 
1  00 
22  24 
3  00 
50 
47 
90 

$29  11 


$3  78 
65 
2  50 
2  -25 
75 
40 


$10.33 
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No.  7. 

George  W.  Carpenter,  repairs  on  flag  pole,  $1  25 

No.  8. 

Laura  A.  Washburn,  cleaning  school  room,  $3  00 

W.  D.  Witherell,  curtains  and  flag  rope,  2  00 

"  "  repairs  on  flag,  2  83 
"           "        grading  around  steps,  cleaning  stove 

pipe  and  repairing  plastering,  4  00 
W.  D.  Witherell,  repairs  on  blinds,  desks,  doors  and  locks,     9  70 

$21  53 

Total  amount  paid  for  repairs  of  school  houses,  1210  71 


SCHOOL  SUPPLIES. 


Dk, 

Stock  on  hand  last  year,  $198  50 

Paid  for  school  supplies  as  follows: 

Edw.  E.  Babb  &  Co.,                          .  78  24 

Ginn  and  Company,  58  19 

The  American  Book  Co.,  45  87 

Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co.,  26  31 

J.  L.  Hammet  Co.,  9  74 

The  Morse  Co.,  8  10 

University  Publishing  Co.,  3  00 

Werner  School  Book  Co.,  1  92 

Educational  Publishing  Co.,  1  98 
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Paid  John  N.  Prouty, 

Wright  &  Potter  Printing  Co., 

The  Evening  Chronicle  Co.,  stationery, 

The  Attleboro  Press,  " 

Hopkinson  &  Holden,  furnishings, 

Clara  O.  Woodward,  « 

C.  B.  Wetherell, 

J.  N".  Prouty, 

J.  S.  Wood, 

B.  F.  Woodward,  " 
Frank  A.  Clapp,  expressage, 
Minnie  Folsom,  " 
G.  Makepeace,  " 


Cr. 

Stock  on  hand  January  1,  1899, 

Expressage, 

Supplies  sold, 

Supplies  furnished  to  schools  in  1898, 


1  85 
1  00 

5  80 
5  25 
5  46 
1  69 
68 
35 
25 
25 
4  67 
25 
25 

$459  50 


$178  50 
5  17 
1  65 
274  18 


$459  50 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 


TOWN  CLERK  AND  TREASURER. 

JACOB  A.  LEONARD. 

SELECTMEN,  ASSESSORS  AND  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

CHARLES  T.  OLDFIELD,       LESTER  D.  BLANDIN, 
OREN  E.  WALKER. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

GEORGE  E.  MAKEPEACE,     GEORGE  E.  SMITH, 
CHARLES  C.  VALENTINE,     DANIEL  O'BRIEN, 
CHARLES  I.  CROSSMAN,       MATHEW  YOUNG, 
WILLIAM  D  WITHERELL,     ALDEN  G.  WALKER, 
FREDERIC  C.  WOODWARD. 

COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES. 

J.  STEPHEN  WOOD. 

AUDITORS. 

GEORGE  H.  TALBOT,  MOSES  LINCOLN. 

CONSTABLES. 

FRANK  A.  CLAPP,  GEORGE  B.  SHAW. 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS. 

ERASTUS  B.  CODDING. 


REPORT  OF  THE 


Superintendent  of  Streets. 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

Upon  receiving  my  appointment  as  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  I  caused  the  highways  of  the  town  to  be  divided  into 
eight  convenient  districts,  as  nearly  equal  as  possible.  As- 
suming the  direct  charge  of  one  of  these  districts  myself,  I 
appointed  assistants  in  the  others,  who  should  supervise  the 
work  done  in  repairing  the  roads  and  bridges,  each  in  his 
own  district.  I  herewith  present  an  account  of  the  money 
expended : 


CENTER  DISTRICT. 


Paid  for  labor :  — 


Frank  A.  Clapp, 
Charles  G.  Clapp, 
Joseph  Fitzgerald, 
Alden  G.  Walker, 
Peter  F.  Leddy, 


I  35  45 


116  44 
24  33 
23  93 
19  35 
14  70 
12  00 
11  65 


Thomas  A.  Beaman, 
Peter  Boulet, 
Alfred  W.  Clapp, 
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C.  William  Oldfield, 

8  58 

Harry  C.  King, 

7  43 

Joseph  Maynard, 

3  00 

George  B.  Shaw, 

3  00 

William  J.  Tiffany, 

3  00 

Arthur  M.  Round, 

1  50 

Otis  J.  Sweet,  111  loads  gravel, 

5  55 

Earl  C.  White,  37  loads  gravel, 

1  85 

James  B.  Snow,  18  loads  of  gravel, 

90 

J.  Herbert  Harvey,  10  loads  gravel, 

50 

Thomas  A.  Beaman,  4  loads  gravel, 

20 

George  H.  Arnold,  10  posts, 

1  00 

Pierce  &  Carpenter,  spruce  railing, 

1  92 

James  W.  Gilford  Co.,  drain  pipe, 

1  72 

1298  00 


BOX-SHOP  DISTRICT. 

Paid  for  labor: — 


Erastus  B.  Codding, 

60  01 

William  H.  Codding, 

30  40 

William  E.  Codding, 

29  45 

William  J.  Tiffany, 

26  18 

L.  C.  Witherell, 

23  00 

George  B.  Shaw, 

18  83 

Frank  Gaudette, 

10  35 

Pliny  Witherell, 

7  50 

Levi  Muir, 

6  00 

James  E.  Cole, 

3  45 

W.  R.  Goyea, 

3  00 

Peter  F.  Leddy, 

2  25 

Willis  T.  Kountze, 

2  10 

Frederic  Berry, 

1  50 
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James  Sowden,  75 
A.  H.  Sweet  &  Son,  repairing  drain 

across  street,  21  88 

J.  Irven  Briggs,  143  loads  gravel,  7  15 

Sherwood  &  White,  137  loads  gravel,  6  85 
Everett  A.  Wetherell,  111  loads  gravel,  8  88 
J.  Herbert  Harvey,  14  loads  gravel,  70 

  $270  23 


CHARTLEY  DISTRICT. 
Paid  for  labor: — 


Rufus  E.  Waterman, 

$77  75 

Henry  E.  Walker, 

32  90 

Oliver  H.  Lane, 

24  00 

Joseph  O'Brien, 

16  50 

Willis  T.  Kountze, 

10  05 

Arlon  I.  Braman, 

8  60 

Frank  DeSormeau, 

8  41 

Albert  Skinner, 

8  25 

Eugene  Boulette, 

7  50 

Frank  Mayville, 

7  20 

Charles  Davis, 

4  50 

Joseph  Gaynor, 

4  35 

John  Corron. 

4  05 

Lewis  DeLeau. 

2  70 

Shipman  Wilson, 

2  25 

David  DeSormeau, 

1  50 

Peter  F.  Leddy, 

1  50 

George  B.  Shaw, 

1  50 

Willard  C.  Waterman, 

1  50 

Oren  E.  Walker, 

1  35 

Charles  W.  Booker,  blacksmith  work, 

60 
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George  L.  Wetherell,  164  loads  gravel,  8  80 

George  W.  Codding,  13  loads  gravel,  65 

Oliver  H.  Lane,  2  loads  gravel,  10 

Mathew  W.  Waterman,  50  posts,  5  00 

Clarence  E.  Lincoln,  chestnut  poles,  7  50 

Arlon  I.  Braman,  cedar  rails,  50 

Pierce  &  Carpenter,  spruce  railing,  1  28 

Nahum  Perry  &  Co.,  bolts  and  spikes,  94 

Pierce  Hardware  Co.,  spikes,  53 


1252  16 


BARROWSVILLE  DISTRICT. 
Paid  for  labor  : — 


John  H.  Arnold, 

$77  45 

Herbert  Woodward, 

23  40 

Edmund  T.  Lawton, 

20  25 

William  L.  Crosby, 

18  75 

George  B.  Pierce, 

17  25 

Michael  Marley, 

16  50 

William  A.  Lane, 

16  20 

Willis  T.  Kountze, 

14  50 

Thomas  F.  Brady, 

13  50 

Charles  G.  Clapp, 

13  00 

Peter  Boulette, 

11  50 

William  R.  Kirby, 

9  63 

Peter  Leddy, 

8  70 

Charles  B.  Gaston, 

6  75 

George  S.  Campbell, 

6  00 

Joseph  Thompson, 

4  50 

Henry  S.  Freeman, 

3  30 

Joseph  Choovette, 

3  00 

Edward  O'Brien, 

3  00 
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George  W.  Wilbur, 

2  55 

James  Coyle, 

1  50 

Augustus  L.  Pratt, 

1  25 

Frank  Mayville, 

75 

Sherwood  &  White,  139  loads  gravel, 

6  95 

Edmund  T.  Lawton,  51  loads  gravel, 

2  55 

John  H.  Arnold,  36  loads  gravel, 

1  80 

$ 304  53 


COPPER  WORKS  DISTRICT. 
Paid  for  labor: — 


Frederic  C.  Woodward, 

•$38  18 

George  F.  Woodward, 

27  70 

Patrick  Smith, 

24  22 

Adam  Jackson, 

22  75 

Josiah  Woodward, 

21  02 

Josiah  E.  Woodward, 

20  12 

Benjamin  J.  Briggs, 

19  40 

Alonzo  L.  Eddy, 

15  10 

George  E.  Keith, 

12  00 

Stephen  S.  Hall, 

10  35 

Albert  H.  Eddy, 

8  56 

George  T.  Crane, 

6  19 

Albert  G.  Lee, 

4  50 

John  M.  Galligan, 

4  35 

William  G.  Burton, 

3  45 

Josiah  Woodward,  143  loads  gravel, 

7  15 

Adam  Jackson,  46  loads  gravel, 

2  30 

George  T.  Crane,  22  loads  gravel, 

1  10 

Josiah  Woodward,  material  for  railing,   2  76 

$251.20 
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DISTRICT  No.  5. 

Paid  for  labor: — 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  8110.08 

Walter  E.  Foster,  46  05 

George  L.  Titus,  Jr.,  28  50 

Otis  J.  Sweet,  22  50 

Otis  J.  Sweet,  228  loads  gravel,  11  40 

J.  S.  Wood,  drain  pipe,  4  25 


1222  78 


DISTRICT  No.  6. 

Paid  for  labor: — 


Earl  C.  White, 

$75  49 

William  V.  Smith, 

29  70 

David  Holmes, 

29  10 

Samuel  A.  Draper, 

25  60 

Joseph  Draper, 

9  60 

Thomas  McHugh, 

7  50 

George  B.  Lincoln, 

6  30 

Henry  G.  Danforth, 

5  14 

Moses  Lincoln, 

3  00 

Edward  Crosgrove, 

1  50 

Charles  J.  Haskell, 

1  50 

Elijah  Haskell, 

1  50 

George  L.  Titus,  Jr., 

1  35 

Nathaniel  H.  Wood, 

1  00 

William  J.  White, 

68 

Earl  C.  White,  281  loads  gravel, 

14  05 

Martin  L.  Keith,  73  loads  gravel, 

3  65 

$216  66 
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WINNECUNNETT  DISTRICT. 
Paid  for  labor: — 


HiUWIII  XV.  I^IIILUIH, 

90 

Emorv  0  Linpoln 

24 

40 

.Torrn  TT  Linpnlri 

V          1 1  1 1      111       1  J  LI  1  l^y  V_/l  1 1  ^ 

21 

60 

1  .1 1  ttnn   T  .onna  i-rl 

iO 

45 

VJcUlg  C    TT  •    IT  doIlUU.1 11, 

1  X 

14- 

40 

XldllloUll     _L  .  J^lllLUlIl, 

i  — 

00 

Vv 

TVTnsps  O  Tiinonln 

11 

64 

A    Linpoln  Lponard 

11 

25 

w  uiico  vv  •  xjruuii  c  v , 

10 

00 

Orp,n  0  T^ravton 

V  /  -l  V 1 1     V'.     JL/lll  1  UVSJ.X. 

9 

23 

xjlI  V  t>l  U.U  J^AJUIld/l  LI, 

q 

15 

John  H.  White, 

9 

15 

Noah  White, 

9 

15 

Eddie  A.  Lincoln, 

6 

45 

Charles  E.  Eldridge, 

2 

85 

John  Griggsby, 

2 

85 

Ellis  Horton, 

2 

85 

Thomas  A.  McHugh, 

1 

05 

Eliza  C.  Leonard,  181  loads  gravel, 

18 

10 

Frank  D.  Hunt,  75  loads  gravel, 

3 

75 

$244  07 


Amount  expended  for  repairs  of  highways, 


12,059.63 
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REPAIRS  OF  BRIDGES. 


BRIDGE  NO.  1  AT  NORTON  MILLS. 

Paid  J.  Stephen  Wood,  for  1,885  feet 

oak  plank,  47  13 

J.  S.  Wood,  spikes,  2  25 

J.  S.  Wood,  labor,  1  00 

E.  C.  Wood,  labor,  2  00 

N.  H.  Wood,  labor,  2  00 

Thomas  A.  Beaman,  labor,  1  80 


BRIDGE  NO.  2  AT  NORTON  MILLS. 

Paid  A.  G.  Williams,  for  2,033  feet 

hard  pine  plank,  $67  09 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  carting  plank,  8  00 

J.  S.  Wood,  spikes,  1  00 

J.  F.  Sweet,  spikes,  20 

Joseph  F.  Sweet,  labor,  3  50 

Charles  S.  Brnce,  labor,  3  50 

ANN  COBB  BRIDGE. 

Paid  E.  B.  &  W.  E.  Codding,  for 

1,300  feet  oak  plank,  $32  50 

George  B.  Shaw,  timbers,  4  00 

Nahum  Perry  &  Co..  spikes,  3  20 

Erastus  B.  Codding,  labor,  4  25 

Herbert  E.  Woods,  labor,  4  00 

George  B.  Shaw,  labor,  3  00 

William  E.  Codding,  labor,  1  60 


$56  18 


$83  29 


$52  55 
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CODDING  BRIDGE. 


Paid  Pierce  &  Carpenter,  for  1,144 
feet  of  kyanized  spruce  plank, 

$30.  per  M.  134  32 

Pierce  &  Carpenter,  spikes,  2  28 

Oren  E.  Walker,  6  stringers,  13  50 

Arlon  I.  Braman,  15  posts,  1  50 

George  VV.  Codding,  gravel,  15 

Rufus  E.  Waterman,  labor,  10  30 

Henry  E.  Walker,  labor,  3  15 

Frank  Mayville,  labor,  3  00 

George  W.  Codding,  labor,  1  80 

George  B.  Shaw,  labor,  1  80 

Arlon  I.  Braman,  labor,  1  55 

Oren  E.  Walker,  labor,  1  35 


#74  70 


WIDENING  OF  BRIDGE  ON  THE  UNION  ROAD. 


Paid  Rufus  E.  Waterman,  labor,  $13  30 

Henry  E.  Walker,  labor,  14  00 

Frank  Desormeau,  labor,  2  25 

Frederic  Berry,  labor,  1  50 

Oren  E.  Walker,  labor,  1  50 


R.  H.  Curry,  granite  covering  stones,     8  00 

 $40  55 


SMALL  REPAIRS  ON  BRIDGES. 


Paid  E.  C.  White,  labor  and  materials,  §11.22 

David  Holmes,  labor,  8() 

William  V.  Smith,  labor  75 

George_B.  Lincoln,  labor,  60 
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Paid  Josiah  Woodward,  repairing  dry  bridge,  1  65 

  $15  02 


Amount  expended  for  repairs  of  bridges,  $322  29 

WIDENING  OF  STREET  AT  CHARTLEY. 

ORDERED  BY  THE  SELECTMEN. 

Paid  for  labor: — 


Erastus  B.  Codding, 

$28  00 

Rufus  E.  Waterman, 

27  40 

Henry  E.  Walker, 

24  50 

Frank  Gaudette, 

10  50 

William  J.  Tiffany, 

10  50 

Joseph  O'Brien, 

9  00 

Herbert  H.  Wilbur, 

9  00 

David  Desormeau, 

7  50 

Peter  Chambala, 

1  50 

William  H.  Codding, 

1  50 

Frank  Mayville, 

1  50 

  $130  90 

SIDEWALK  AT  THE  NEW  BRIDGE. 

ORDERED  BY  THE  SELECTMEN. 


Paid  for  labor: — 

Charles  G.  Clapp,  $48  47 

Peter  F.  Leddy,  10  50 

Henry  B.  Crane,  9  00 

Alfred  W.  Clapp,  8  18 

Peter  Boulette,  8  00 

Frank  A.  Clapp,  6  90 
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Paid  O.  William  Oldfield,  5  10 

Barna  F.  Woodward,  3  75 

James  Thurber,  3  00 

Lewis  B.  Deane,  2  00 

Taunton  Lumber  Co.,  lumber  for 

railing,  12  87 

James  W.  Gifford  Co.,  drain  pipe,  3  61 

Fales  &  Waterman,  spikes,  42 


Total  amount  expended  for  repairs  on  high- 
ways and  bridges, 


f  121  80 
12,634.62 


ERASTUS  B.  CODDING, 

Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Norton,  December  30,  1899. 


REPORT  OF  THE 

Selectmen  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 


SNOW  BILLS. 
I'aid  for  labor  in  breaking  out  roads : — 


Edwin  R.  Lincoln, 

#23  90 

Albert  S.  Lincoln, 

31  53 

Emory  C.  Lincoln, 

27  80 

Earl  C.  White, 

18  53 

George  L.  Titus,  Jr., 

10  95 

Walter  E.  Foster, 

10  05 

Charles  8.  Bruce, 

9  00 

Charles  E.  Kingsley, 

8  70 

William  V.  Smith, 

6  90 

W.  Walter  Becker, 

6  60 

David  Holmes, 

6  60 

Arthur  W.  Bolton, 

5  78 

Eddie  A.  Lincoln, 

•  5  78 

Moses  0.  Lincoln, 

5  78 

Fred  0.  Lincoln, 

5  78 

William  F.  Lincoln, 

5  56 

Edwin  D.  Bowers, 

5  03 

George  B.  Lincoln, 

4  80 

John  Griggsby, 

1  73 

Albert  A.  White, 

3  90 

Otis  J.  Sweet, 

3  75 
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William  T.  Carpenter, 

3  30 

Everett  L.  Padelford, 

3  08 

Joseph  F.  Sweet, 

3  08 

John  Hooper, 

3  00 

John  H.  White, 

3  00 

Henry  A.  Lincoln, 

2  48 

Thomas  A.  McHugh, 

2  48 

John  A.  Haskell, 

2  40 

George  W.  Washburn, 

2  40 

Walter  T.  Wilbur, 

2  40 

Harrie  R.  Leonard, 

2  33 

Harrison  T.  Lincoln, 

2  33 

John  Mitchell, 

2  26 

Benjamin  F.  Bruce; 

2  25 

Orville  B.  Sweet, 

2  25 

Harold  M.  English, 

2  10 

Clifton  Leonard, 

2  10 

Harriot  A.  Newcomb, 

2  10 

Horace  F.  Sweet, 

1  95 

Willie  C.  Austin, 

1  20 

Linnaeus  W.  Lunn, 

1  20 

William  J.  Madill, 

1  20 

A.  Lincoln  Leonard, 

98 

Silas  H.  Cobb, 

75 

frPorcrp  E  Smith 

75 

George  Tucker, 

75 

"NTathanipl  H  W'ooH 

60 

Charles  P.  Leonard, 

30 

Frank  A.  Clapp, 

#16  05 

Charles  G.  Clapp, 

49  40 

Andrew  H.  Sweet, 

43  50 

1266  47 


L6 
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[  Alden  G.  Walker, 

16  10 

William  E.  Codding, 

13  60 

John  Murphy, 

11  78 

George  L.  Wetherell, 

11  10 

Ulysses  Chamillard, 

9  90 

Mathew  W.  Waterman, 

9  80 

Oren  E.  Walker, 

9  25 

William  J.  Tiffany, 

8  03 

Erastus  B.  Codding, 

7  85 

George  B.  Shaw, 

7  78 

George  H.  Thurber, 

7  65 

Arlon  I.  Braman, 

7  00 

Henry  E.  Walker, 

6  90 

Lemuel  C.  Witherell, 

6  60 

Charles  Davis, 

6  45 

Shipman  W.  Wilson, 

6  45 

Philip  C.  Pike, 

5  48 

George  W.  Codding, 

5  25 

James  C.  Sowden, 

4  80 

Rufus  E.  Waterman, 

4  80 

Calvin  E.  Pike, 

4  65 

C.  William  Oldfield, 

4  44 

George  A.  Dunham, 

4  35 

Frank  LeFavour, 

4  35 

George  Tucker, 

4  28 

Michael  Welch, 

4  13 

Samuel  C.  Bown, 

4  05 

Walter  F.  Pizer, 

3  30 

John  Bertenshaw, 

3  15 

Joseph  Fitzgerald, 

3  15 

William  W.  Reed, 

2  85 

J.  Irving  Briggs, 

2  25 

Silas  H.  Cobb, 

2  25 
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John  Fitzgerald,  2  10 

Charles  A.  Freeman,  2  00 

C.  Howard  Lane,  2  00 

Thomas  A.  Beaman,  1  50 

John  West,  1  50 

Herbert  R.  Woods,  1  50 

William  H.  Titus,  1  35 

Everett  E.  Belcher,  1  20 

Frederic  R.  Taylor,  1  13 

Sydney  R.  Tucker,  1  10 

Alexander  McFadden,  1  05 

Joseph  McFadden,  1  05 

Orris  G.  Westman,  1  05 

Irving  L.  Dorr,  90 

William  H.  LeFavour,  90 

James  E.  Cole,  75 

Ralph  Shaw,  75 


John  H.  Arnold,  $  17  50 

William  A.  Lane,  9  50 

Adam  Jackson,  7  50 

Josiah  E.  Woodward,  7  07 

Herbert  Woodward,  6  30 

George  E.  Keith,  5  60 

Herbert  H.  Wilbur,  4  90 

Peter  Chambala,  4  50 

Maurice  Fitzgerald,  4  50 

Oliver  Horton,  4  50 

Frederic  Pagai,  4  50 

George  T.  Crane,  4  13 

Albert  Williams,  4  10 

John  Brassio,  3  90 


•1344.55 
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Frank  Gaudette, 

3  90 

Frank  Belavonce, 

3  75 

Charles  Hoard, 

3  75 

George  P.  Kountze, 

3  54 

Joseph  L.  Kountze, 

3  45 

Charles  Russell, 

3  30 

Albert  LeRoque, 

3  00 

Frank  Mayville, 

3  00 

Thomas  F.  Brady, 

2  75 

Peter  Leddy, 

2  70 

Edmund  T.  Lawton, 

2  30 

Stephen  S.  Hall, 

2  10 

Charles  E.  Horton, 

2  10 

Charles  W.  Shepard, 

2  10 

D.  Frank  Crane, 

2  00 

George  W.  Wilbur, 

1  88 

Henry  T.  Wilbur, 

1  88 

George  F.  Woodward, 

1  65 

William  C.  Clapp, 

1  50 

Joseph  Dion, 

1  50 

Albert  Dunham, 

1  50 

Joseph  Gaynor, 

1  50 

E.  B.  Smith, 

1  50 

William  II.  Kirby, 

1  25 

James  Bowler, 

1  20 

Benjamin  J.  Briggs, 

1  20 

William  L.  Crosby, 

>    1  20 

Frank  Lane, 

1  20 

James  H.  Jackson, 

1  05 

Michael  Marley, 

1  05 

George  S.  Campbell, 

1  00 

Thomas  C.  Kirby, 

1  00 
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David  Desormeau,  75 

George  B.  Pierce,  75 

James  A.  Freeman,  60 

George  Jillson,  60 

John  M.  Galligan,  45 

 $158.36 

Total  amount  of  snow  bills,  8769.38 


HIGHWAY  BILLS  OF  LAST  YEAR. 

Paid  D.  Frank  Crane,  51  loads  gravel,         $5  10 
George  L.  Titus,  90  loads  gravel,  4  50 

John  H.  Arnold,  labor,  15  25 

Frank  A.  Clapp,  labor,  20  00 

.  |44  85 


STATE  AID. 

Paid  State  aid  to  sundry  persons,  $1,007.50 
(Reimbursed  by  the  State.) 


MILITARY  AID. 

Paid  Military  aid  to  Marcus  W.  Wheeler,  48  00 

(One  half  reimbursed  by  the  State.) 
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SOLDIERS'  RELIEF. 

Paid  Soldiers'  relief  to  James  S.  Card,  22  00 

A.  M.  Round,  M.  D.,  medical  attendance  on 

William  D.  Washburn,  12  00 

Fales  &  Waterman,  goods  furnished  to 

William  D.  Washburn,  2  00 

George  L.  Kimball,  boots  for  W.  D. 

Washburn,  3  25 

A.  M.  Round,  medical  aid  to  Alexander  D. 

Washburn,  .50 

$39  75 


STATE  PAUPERS. 

Paid  A.  M.  Round,  M.  D.,  medical  aid  furnished 

to  Irene  C.  Grover,  $24  00 

A.M.  Round,  M.  D.,  medical  aid  to  Joseph 

Otes,  8  00 

Herbert  T.  Washburn,  coffin,  box  and  robe 

for  Joseph  Otes,  15 "00 

Nahum  Field,  digging  grave  for  Joseph  Otes,         3  00 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  groceries  furnished  to  Wil- 
liam E.  Bailey,  14  95 

M.  N.  Wetherell,  groceries  furnished  to  Wil- 
liam E.  Bailey,  37  05 


$102  00 
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POOR  BELONGING  TO  OTHER  TOWNS. 

Paid  A.  M.  Round,  M.  D.,  medical  aid  to  Henry 

Beaudry,  $22  00 

A.  M.  Round,  M.  D.,  medical  aid  to  Frances 

E.  Mullen,  23  75 

A.  M.  Round,  M.  D.,  medical  aid  to  Cora 

Wilbur,  13  00 

A.  M.  Round,  M.  D.,  medical  aid  to  Emily  Lee,  4  75 
Fales  &  Waterman,  groceries  furnished  to 

Emma  Lee,  2  03 

H.  T.  Washburn,  coffin,  box  and  robe  for 

burial  of  Olive  A.  Pike,  15  00 

Nahum  Field,  digging  grave  for  Olive  A.  Pike,      3  00 

$83  53 


POOR  OUT  OF  THE  ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  Taunton  Insane  Hospital  board  and  clothing 

for  Mary  N.  Corey,  $169  46 

Taunton  Insane  Hospital,  board  and  clothing 

for  Michael  J.  Murphy,  128  13 

Taunton  Insane  Hospital,  board  and  clothing 

for  Barnum  B.  Crossman,  *122  56 

Worcester  Insane  Asylum,  board  and  cloth- 
ing for  Charles  H.  Briggs,  169  46 
Town  of  Attleborough,  aid  to  John  Cornell 

and  family,  26  00 

*$36.85  of  this  amount  has  been  reimbursed  to  the  town  by  Mrs.  Susan 
E.  Crossman. 
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Drs.  J.  W.  &  M.  H.  Battershall,  medical  aid 

John  Cornell  and  family,  3  00 

Town  of  Easton,  aid  to  Daniel  W.  Washburn,  3  00 

Selectmen,  aid  to  Melvin  O.  Lothrop,  48  00 

Selectmen,  aid  to  Moses  Hunt,  58  00 

E.  R.  Leonard,  meat  furnished  to  Moses  Hunt,  5  66 
Dr.  W.  H.  Allen,  medical  aid  furnished  to 

Moses  Hunt,  15  55 

Selectmen,  burial  expenses  for  Moses  Hunt,  28 "00 

O.  H.  Lane,  meat  furnished  to  Amelia  J.  Bailey,  4  00 

O.  H.  Lane,  house  rent  for  Amelia  J.  Bailey,  16  00 
Elbert  A.  Greene,  house  rent  for  Amelia  J. 

Bailey,  32  00 


$828  82 


POOR  IN  THE  ALMSHOUSE. 

INMATES  OF  THE  ALMSHOUSE. 


Joseph  S.  Adams,  83 

Patrick  O'Brien,  Tl 

Frederic  Lincoln,  left  June  11,  42 

Catherine  Pryor,  84 

Mabel  C.  Elliott,  26 

Nancy  Brown,  died  April  5,  72 
Whole  number,  6. 


Average  number  for  one  year,  4jj. 
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INVENTORY. 

REAL  ESTATE  AND  PERSONAL  PROPERTY. 


House,  barn,  out-buildings  and  farm,  -13,700.00 

Furniture,  beds,  bedding  and  utensils,  200  00 

Town  hearse,  200  00 

Horse,  125  00 

3  Cows,  75  00 

2  Express  wagons,  50  00 

2  Farm  wagons,  1  cart,  40  00 

Sled,  10  00 

Pung  and  grindstone,  8  00 

Wheelbarrow,  3  00 

Mowing  machine,  15  00 

Horse  rake,  10  00 

Harnesses,  40  00 

Blanket  and  fly  net,  5  00 

2  Ploughs,  1  horse  hoe,  12  00 

2  Ladders,  4  00 

Churn  and  pair  of  balances,  8  00 

Sundry  tools,  chains,  etc.,  20  00 

Lumber,  20  00 


•14,540.00 


RECEIPTS  FROM  SALES  AT  ALMSHOUSE. 

Eggs,  253£  dozen,  #53  61 

Butter,  93  lbs.  18  60 

Milk,  435  quarts,  21  75 

Veal,  189  lbs.  17  01 
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Pork,  135  lbs. 

6  75 

Fowls,  200  lbs. 

17  78 

Potatoes,  19  bushels, 

11  40 

Hay,  2,500  lbs. 

15  50 

Apples, 

7  45 

JDcdllb, 

Vegetables, 

80 

Wood, 

6  75 

Sand, 

1  35 

Empty  barrels, 

2  30 

Sundries, 

2  40 

1184  05 

INVENTORY— ALMSHOUSE   EXPENSE  ACCOUNT. 

English  hay,  6  tons,  $96  00 

Hungarian  and  meadow  hay,  1  ton,  10  00 

Cracked  corn  and  meal,  1  bushel,  50 

Rye,  1  bushel,  1.00 

Oats,  1  bushel,  50 

Shorts,  50  lbs.,  55 

Beans,  3  bushels,  6  00 

Potatoes,  50  bushels,  30  00 

Apples,  3  barrels,  6  00 

Pork  and  hams,  100  lbs.,  11  ()0 

Pork  barrels,  1  00 

Butter,  10  lbs.,  2  00 

Lard,  8  lbs.,  80 

Tea,  1-2  lb.,  25 

Sugar,  200  lbs.,  11  00 

Flour,  1  1-2  barrels.  7  75 
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2 

Li 

Cider  and  vinegar,  150  gallons, 

15 

00 

1  swine, 

12 

00 

94  fowls, 

52 

00 

Wood,  sawed,  split  and  housed,  20  cords, 

90 

00 

Empty  barrels, 

1 

20 

8356 

80 

ALMSHOUSE  EXPENSE  ACCOUNT. 

Stock  on  hand  last  year, 

1350 

55 

Paid  Geo.  Henry  Leonard,  Supt.,  salary, 

300 

00 

Fales  &  Waterman,  groceries, 

171 

58 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  groceries, 

20 

74 

M.  N.  Wetherell,  groceries, 

38 

43 

Cobb,  Bates  &  Yerxa,  groceries, 

8 

85 

0.  H.  Lane,  meat, 

22 

09 

E.  R.  Leonard,  meat, 

33 

35 

Channing  Brettun,  fish, 

14 

79 

Daniel  A.  Woodward,  ice, 

15 

00 

S.  Lincoln,  soft  soap, 

1 

00 

Colby's  Clothing  House,  clothing, 

10 

10 

C.  W.  Morse,  materials  for  clothing, 

15 

83 

C.  Howard  Lane,  shoes, 

6 

25 

George  0.  Blandin,  repairing  shoes, 

55 

C.  Wood  &  Son,  curtains, 

3 

25 

Frank  R.  Washburn,  door  mat, 

1 

62 

Glenwood  Furnishing  Co.,  stove, 

8 

00 

"             "           44    cabinet  chair, 

2 

00 

Mrs.  Keith,  labor  in-doors, 

3 

00 

G.  H.  Leonard,  sundry  small  expenses, 

3 

75 
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A.  M.  Round,  M.  D.,  medical  attendance, 

1  ^  nf» 
10  uu 

Wm.  H.  Allen,  M.  D.,  medical  attendance, 

o  lb 

A.  J.  Barker,  truss, 

K  AA 

o  UU 

Weir  Stove  Co.,  stove  lining, 

OO 

G.  H.  Leonard,  paid  for  knives  and  dishes, 

JL  aO 

"          "       paid  for  stove  pipe  and  damper, 

DO 

Sanborn  &  Pye,  tinware, 

I  0 

TT            TIT      1.1.    _          _  ixi       i.  _             j  r      r  „  \t 

H.  1.  Washburn,  comn,  box  and  robe  tor  JNancy 

Brown, 

lo  UU 

Nahum  Field,  digging  grave  for  Nancy  Brown, 

o  UU 

G.  H.  &  S.  L.  Leonard,  grain, 

(  1  lo 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  grain, 

£Q  /IT 
bo  4< 

Earl  C.  White,  fertilizer, 

14  60 

Onarles  (jr.  olapp,  tertilizer, 

A  CA 

y  ou 

D.  E.  Keefe,  car  load  of  stable  manure, 

9zL  'Rft 
Z4  oo 

JN.  x .,  JN.  H.  oc  rl.  K.  K.  Co.,  Ireignt  on  manure, 

1  A  AA 

1U  UU 

Thomas  Mason,  labor  haying, 

4  OA 
4  UU 

L.  B.  Willis,  making  cider, 

Gustavus  L.  Wilbur,  two  pigs, 

no 

N.  P.  Soule,  butchering, 

Q  AA 
o  UU 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  barrel  of  lime, 

1  in 

1  J  u 

G.  H.  Leonard,  oil  and  repairing  harness, 

1  no 

±  UU 

E.  C.  &  N.  H.  W^ood,  sawing  lumber, 

3  7Q 

Moses  Lincoln,  planeing  boards, 

1  90 

George  E.  Keith,  use  of  horse, 

9  AO 
Z  UU 

E.  Lvman  Briefers,  shoeinsr  horse. 

5  99 

G.  T.  Crane,  shoeing  horse  and  repairs, 

11  57 

Geo.  E.  Makepeace,  painting  and  varnishing, 

3  85 

R.  W.  Woodward,  whitewashing, 

3  00 

Joseph  O'Brien,  chopping  willows  at  the 

reservoir, 

18  45 

#1,338  90 
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Cr. 

Stock  on  hand  December  30,  1899,  $356  80 

Receipts  from  sales  as  per  account,  184  05 

Expense  of  keeping  1,117  tramps,  139  63 

Expense  of  attending  with  hearse  at  nine  funerals,  21  50 

Support  of  four  and  three-fourths  paupers  one  year,  636  92 


11,338  90 

Expense  per  annum  for  each  pauper,  #134.09. 


PAYMENT  OF  BORROWED  MONEY. 

Paid  Hicks'  Reserve  Fund,  town  note,  $320  00 

Sinking  Fund  of  Attleboro,  town  note,  250  00 

State  Treasurer,  temporary  loan,  3,000  00 

3,000  00 

Hicks'  Reserve  Fund,  temporary  loan,  412  33 


$6,982  33 


INTEREST  ON  LOANS. 

Paid  Hicks'  Reserve  Fund,  interest,  $16  00 

Sinking  Fund  of  Attleboro,  interest,  10  00 

State  Treasurer,  interest,  70  00 

56  87 

Hicks'  Reserve  Fund,  interest,  16  49 

William  A.  Lane,  interest,  .      10  00 

Hicks'  Reserve  Fund,  interest,  54  00 


$233  36 
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NORTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Paid  A.  H.  Sweet,  Treasurer,  amount  of  appro- 
priation, $400  00 


MEMORIAL  DAY  EXERCISES. 

Paid  Norton  Veteran  Association,  amount  of  appro- 
priation, $60  00 


EXPENSE  OF  TOWN  HALL. 

Paid  William  C.  Clapp,  janitor,  $58  00 

N.  Edward  Freeman,  wood,  8  00 

William  C.  Clapp,  sawing  wood,  2  50 

Fales  &  Waterman,  oil  and  sundries,  10  87 

George  E.  Makepeace,  setting  glass,  2  00 

Charles  H.  Washburn,  lamps,  etc.,  6  80 

E.  Lyman  Briggs,  iron  work,  40 


$88  57 

RECEIPTS  FROM  TOWN  HALL. 

Received  from  Metacomet  Boat  Club  socials,  $33  00 

"          Entre  Nous  social,  5  00 

"          Crossite  Minstrels,  5  00 

Cake  Walk,  5  00 

u          Fourth  of  July  Celebrators'  social,  5  00 

Cake  Walk,  4  00 

"          Conductors'  and  Motormen's  social,  4  00 

"  .        Al  Martz  concert,  3  50 

"          Columbian  Club  socials,  18  50 


$83  00 
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ENGINE  HOUSE  AT  CHARTLEY. 

(Balance  of  the  appropriation  unexpended.) 


Paid  George  A.  Sweeney,  furniture,  lamps,  etc.,  $12  90 


DRINKING  FOUNTAIN  AT  CHARTLEY. 

Paid  Concord  Foundry  Co.,  iron  fountain,  $112  00 
N.  Y„  N.  H.  &  H.  Railroad  Co.,  freight  on 

fountain,  $10  00 

A.  H.  Sweet  &  Son,  galvanized  iron  pipe,  63  15 

Nahum  Perry  &  Co.,  pipe  and  fittings,  15  53 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  two  barrels  cement,  2  50 

A.  H.  Sweet  &  Son,  well  curbing,  26  10 
\V.  A.  Sturdy  Manufacturing  Company,  labor 

piping,  5  72 


$235  00 


NORTON  CASES  IN  THE  DISTRICT  COURT. 
officers'  fees. 

Paid  Frank  A.  Clapp: 

Commonwealth  vs.  Andrew  Jamison,  $8  94 

"  Charles  T.  Skinner,  8  79 

"  Anna  V.  Roberts,  6  40 

"              "  George  A.  Dunham,  6  00 

"  Anna  V.  Roberts,  8  57 

"             "  Dennis  Donegan,  8  25 

"             44  Annie  Desormeau,  5  94 
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Paid  Seth  R.  Briggs: 

Commonwealth  vs.  Clarence  Devan,  8  88 

u             "  Clarence  Devan,  4  58 
Paid  Henry  A.  Perry: 

Commonwealth  vs.  Henry  Huggs,   -  24  83 

"  Frank  Gaudette,  8  20 

"  Oldfield  and  others,  13  24 

k*  Briggs  and  others,  6  82 

"  Herbert  Woodward,  10  40 


1129  29 

Fines  amounting  to  $80.00  have  been  received  from  the 
clerk  of  the  District  Court  and  keeper  of  the  County  jail. 


TOWN  OFFICERS. 


Paid  C.  T.  Oldfield,  selectman,  assessor  and  over- 
seer of  the  poor,  $145  00 
Lester  D.  Blandin,  selectman,  assessor  and 

overseer  of  the  poor,  115  00 
( )ren  E.  Walker,  selectman,  assessor  and  over- 
seer of  the  poor,  115  00 
Jacob  A.  Leonard,  town  clerk  and  treasurer,  125  00 
Jacob  A.  Leonard,  registrar  of  voters,  10  00 
George  L.  Wetherell,  registrar  of  voters,  8  00 
Homer  L.  Lane,  registrar  of  voters,  8  00 
Josiah  E.  Woodward,  registrar  of  voters,  8  00 
George  H.  Talbot,  auditor,  2  00 
Frank  S.  Talbot,  assistant  auditor,  2  00 
Jacob  A.  Leonard,  town  clerk,  recording- 
births,  marriages  and  deaths,  19  95 
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J.  Stephen  Wood,  collector  of  taxes  for  1895,         27  50 

"  1896,  27  50 
"  1898,  27  50 
William  A.  Lane,  collector  of  taxes  for  1897,  27  50 

Frank  A.  Clapp,  constable,  warning  town 

meetings  and  attendance,  13  00 

George  B.  Shaw,  constable,  serving  the  dog 

warrant,  5  00 

William  A.  Lane,  truant  officer,  4  00 

Erastus  B.  Codding,  superintendent  of  streets,         13  00 

4'  "     inspector  of  cattle,  HI  73 

Chas.  H.  Makepeace,  ballot  clerk  and  teller 

at  the  State  election,  2  50 

Nathaniel  H.  Wood,  ballot  clerk  and  teller  at 

the  State  election,  2  50 

Josiah  E.  Woodward,  ballot  clerk  and  teller 

at  the  State  election,  2  50 

Nathaniel  H.  Wood,  teller  at  the  annual 

meeting,  1  00 

Josiah  E.  Woodward,  teller  at  the  annual 

meeting,  1  00 

Arlon  I.  Braman,  teller  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing, 1  00 


#775  18 


INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 

Paid  Theron  Gorham,  printing  reports  and  war- 
rants, $63  1<> 
Theron  Gorham,  printing  billheads,  notices^, 

stationery,  etc.,  21  2.*) 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 

Theron  Gorham,  printing  postal  tax  notices, 

10  00 

Attleboro  Sun,  advertising, 

50 

A.  W.  Brownell,  blank  dog  licenses, 

1  50 

M.  R.  Warren,  collector's  book, 

1  00 

Jacob  A.  Leonard,  car  fare,  postage,  etc., 

12  50 

C.  T.  Oldfield,  car  fare,  postage,  etc., 

14  10 

L.  D.  Blandin,  car  fare,  postage,  etc., 

2  18 

Wm.  A.  Lane,  car  fare,  postage,  etc., 

2  50 

Simeon  Borden,  court  fee  for  approval  of 

town  by-law, 

3  00 

Carter  Ink  Co.,  State  record  ink, 

63 

Floyd  E.  Buckham,  painting  flag  pole, 

75 

Frank  A.  Clapp,  expressage, 

2  20 

Silas  H.  Cobb,  surveying  layouts  for  the  road 

commissioners, 

10  70 

E.  J.  Lord,  billheads  for  use  of  the  highway 

department, 

8  00 

C.  T.  Oldfield,  expense  of  going  to  the  State 

almshouse  with  a  pauper, 

5  00 

Jacob  A.  Leonard,  paying  for  returns  of  births 

and  deaths, 

13  50 

A.  M.  Round,  M.  D.,  agent  of  the  board  of 

health,  disinfecting  in  cases  of  diphtheria 

and  scarlet  fever, 

19  00 

E.  N.  Fisher,  horse  for  the  almshouse, 

125  00 

Lester  D.  Blandin,  services  on  electric  rail 

way  business,  1898, 

18  00 

William  A.  Lane,  services  on  electric  railway 

business,  1898, 

25  00 

C.  T.  Oldfield,  services  on  electric  railway 

business,  1898, 

40  00 

Margaret  Millett,  paid  by  vote  of  the  town  to 
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compromise  a  suit  brought  against  the 
town  to  recover  damages  for  injuries  re- 
ceived through  an  alleged  defect  in  the 
highway,  300  00 

George  E.  Makepeace,  taking  a  census  of 

school  children,  17  00 

William  E.  Payson,  notices  of  a  school  com- 
mittee meeting,  1  00 

M.  Young,  use  of  telephone  for  school  com- 
mittee, 15 

A.  B.  Hodges  &  Co.,  insuring  the  Sturdy 

school-house,  71  30 

G.  E.  Makepeace,  expense  of  the  school  com- 
mittee in  attending  a  joint  district  meet- 
ing, 80 

C.  T.  Oldfield,  maple  trees  planted  on  park 

at  center,  5  00 

George  H.  Talbot,  rebate  of  taxes  assessed 

by  error,  6  66 

Heirs  of  Benjamin  E.  Sweet,  rebate  of  taxes 

assessed  by  error,  1  48 

1802  80 


RECAPITULATION. 

Repairs  of  highways  and  bridges,  $2,634  62 
Payment  of  bills  for  removal  of  snow  from  high- 
ways, 769  38 
Highway  bills  of  last  year,  44  85 
Support  of  schools,  4,718  76 
School  supplies,  299  30 
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Repairs  of  school  houses, 

266 

01 

Superintendent  of  schools, 

600 

00 

Transportation  of  school  children, 

22 

00 

State  aid, 

1,007 

50 

Military  aid, 

48 

00 

Soldiers'  relief, 

39 

75 

State  paupers, 

102 

00 

Poor  belonging  to  other  towns, 

83 

53 

Poor  out  of  the  almshouse, 

828 

82 

Poor  in  the  almshouse, 

988 

35 

Payment  of  loans, 

6,982 

33 

Payment  of  interest, 

233 

36 

Norton  Public  Library, 

400 

00 

Memorial  day  exercises, 

60 

00 

"Evnpnsp  of  thp  town  hall 

88 

57 

Drinking  fountain  at  Chartley, 

235 

00 

Engine  house  at  Chartley, 

12 

90 

Norton  cases  in  the  District  Court, 

129 

29 

Town  officers, 

775 

18 

Incidental  expenses, 

soo 

OVA 

oU 

122,172 

30 

APPROPRIATIONS  ASSESSED. 

Roads  and  bridges, 

$2,600 

00 

Poor  and  incidentals, 

1,800 

00 

Support  of  schools, 

3,500 

00 

School  supplies, 

300 

00 

Repairs  of  school  houses, 

200 

00 

Transportation  of  school  children, 

75 

00 

Superintendent  of  schools, 

300 

00 
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Norton  Public  Library,  400  00 

Memorial  day  exercises,  60  00 

Drinking  fountain  at  Ohartley,  225  00 

Removal  of  snow  from  highways,  1,000  00 

Payment  of  town  notes,  570  00 

State  tax,  480  00 

County  tax,  1,441  88 

Overlayings,  427  95 


113,379  83 


BURIAL  FUNDS. 


Norton  Common  Cemetery  Fund,  1750. 

Income  available,       $87  55  Expended, 
Balance,  $61  11. 

Benjamin  Sweet  Burial  Fund,  #150. 
Income  available,         $8  98  Balance, 

Skinner  Burial  Fund,  $100. 

Income  available,         $5  66  Expended, 
Balance,  $3  74. 

Daniel  Carpenter  Burial  Fund,  $100. 

Income  available,         $5  86  Expended, 
Balance,  f 3  72. 


$26  44 


$8  98 
$1  92 


$2  14 
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Morse  Burial  Fund,  $75. 

Income  available,         $2  83       Expended,  $1  27 

Balance,  $1  56. 

Perry  Burial  Fund,  $50. 

Income  available,         $4  35       Expended,  $  .70 

Balance,  $3  65. 

Rev.  Samuel  Beane  Fund,  $100. 
Income  available,         $1  75       Balance,  $1  75 

Alden  Burial  Fund,  $100. 
No  income  as  yet  received. 


STREET  RAILWAYS. 

No  further  building  of  street  railways  has  been  done  during 
the  year.  The  franchise  granted  to  the  Mansfield  &  Easton 
Street  Railway  Company  for  a  road  through  East  Norton  and 
Winnecunnet  to  Easton  Furnace  was  allowed  to  lapse  by  the 
expiration  of  the  time  within  which  it  was  to  be  constructed. 

Recently,  however,  the  Taunton,  Norton  &  Easton  Street 
Railway  Company,  a  new  company,  has  petitioned  for  a  loca- 
tion on  the  Bay  road  from  Taunton  to  Easton,  with  a  branch 
from  Winnecunnet  village  to  Norton  center  over  the  so- 
called  44  Draper  route." 

At  the  hearing  given  the  petitioners  considerable  oppo- 
sition was  stirred  up  by  a  few  who  wished  the  road  to  take 
a  route  which  would  bring  it  to  their  doors,  and  a  remon- 
strance with  one  hundred  and  seven  signers  was  received, 
protesting  against  the  granting  of  a  location  to  the  company. 
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A  counter  petition,  also  received,  requested  the  Selectmen  to 
grant  the  location  that  the  company  wished  to  build  upon, 
and  this  petition  was  signed  by  one  hundred  and  fifty-one 
citizens. 

It  was  developed  at  this  hearing,  as  had  been  shown  before, 
that  the  great  obstacle  in  the  way  of  building  the  road  directly 
through  East  Norton  was  in  getting  over  the  tracks  of  the 
Old  Colony  Railroad  Company  at  Norton  depot.  To  do  this 
there  must  either  be  a  dangerous  grade  crossing  or  the  electric 
cars  must  cross  upon  an  overhead  bridge.  Judging  from 
their  policy  in  refusing  similar  crossings  at  other  places,  the 
Railroad  Commissioners  will  not  for  an  instant  permit  the 
crossing  of  the  electrics  here  at  grade. 

To  use  an  overhead  bridge  it  must  be  reached  on  either 
side  by  inclined  approaches,  built  upon  trestle  work.  At  this 
point  the  road-bed  of  the  railroad  is  considerably  above  the 
level  of  the  adjacent  land.  This  extra  height  will  add  largely 
to  the  length  and  cost  of  the  trestle  approaches.  There  is  no 
room  in  the  highway  for  these  trestles,  and  public  safety 
would  also  require  that  they  should  be  built  outside  upon  real 
estate,  to  be  acquired  by  the  company  for  that  purpose. 

On  the  easterly  side  of  the  railroad  are  dwelling  houses  so 
situated  as  to  be  greatly  damaged  by  the  construction  of  a 
trestle.  This  real  estate  would  have  to  be  purchased,  and 
these  damages  would  have  to  be  compensated  for  by  the  rail- 
way company  at  the  owners'  valuation,  and  it  was  claimed  by 
the  company  that  if  no  other  location  be  granted,  the  heavy 
expense  of  constructing  trestles  at  this  point  and  the  excessive 
cost  of  the  real  estate  upon  which  to  place  them  would  act  as 
a  bar  to  further  proceeding. 

And  it  was  further  urged  by  the  company  that  the  route 
selected  by  them  was  the  only  feasible  way  to  construct  their 
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line  without  inordinate  expense.  If  the  road  was  allowed  to 
leave  the  highway  as  asked  for,  and  to  bridge  the  railroad  at 
a  point  southerly  of  the  residence  of  Frederic  M.  Draper,  the 
natural  contour  of  the  adjacent  land  would  enable  it  to  be 
easily  done.  Natural  grades  could  be  followed,  earth  em- 
bankments would  largely  take  the  place  of  the  expensive 
trestles,  and  the  land  damages  would  be  only  nominal. 

A  suggestion  was  made  that  the  company  might  build  up 
to  "dead  ends"  on  both  sides  of  the  depot  crossing,  and  wait 
until  the  grades  should  be  separated  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  law.  The  early  elimination  of  this  grade  crossing- 
may  be  regarded  as  highly  improbable,  and  the  proposition 
was  objected  to  by  the  company. 

No  through  cars  could  be  run  and  the  traveling  public 
would  be  greatly  inconvenienced  so  long  as  such  an  arrange- 
ment lasted,  while  it  would  cause  them  extra  expense  and 
delay  in  operating  their  road. 

The  immediate  construction  of  this  railway,  with  the  great 
advantages  to  be  derived  therefrom  by  our  citizens,  is  of 
course  highly  desirable,  and  it  is  somewhat  questionable  if 
any  other  route  than  the  proposed  one  of  the  company  will 
ever  be  offered  us. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  it  may  be  proper  to  mention 
that  the  finances  of  the  town  have  received  material  benefit 
in  the  past  year  by  the  existence  of  the  street  railways  already 
amongst  us. 

The  assessed  valuation  of  their  taxable  property  yielded  a 
tax  of  $247.16,  and  an  excise  tax  assessed  upon  the  gross 
earnings  of  the  different  roads  amounted  to  $170.25.  Under 
the  present  law  the  taxes  which  the  State  assesses  upon  the 
capital  stock  of  street  railway  companies  is  returned  to  the 
towns  in  whie*h  the  tracks  are  situated  in  proportion  to  the 
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mileage  in  each  town.  Of  the  taxes  thus  assessed  last  year 
the  State  Treasurer  will  pay  this  town  $793.11,  making  a 
comfortable  total  of  $1,210.52  received  directly  or  indirectly 
from  the  railway  companies. 

CHARLES  T.  OLDFIELI), 
LESTER  D.  BLANDIN, 
OREN  E.  WALKER, 

Selectmen  of  Norton. 

Norton,  February  7,  1900. 
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Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the 


Dr.        TOWN  OF  NORTON,  TRUSTEE,  tn  account 

To  amount  of  Trust  Fund,  January  1,  1899,  #4,000  00 

Cash  on  hand,  January  1,  1899,  71  37 

Cash  received  for  interest  on  bonds,  240  00 


14,311  37 
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Hicks  Trust  and  Reserve  Funds. 


with  the  HICKS  TRUST  FUND.  Ch. 

By  cash  paid  Town  of  Norton,  care  of  fund,  $120  00 
"          Frank  Le  Favour  and  others,  care  of 

Hicks  burial  lot,  64  08 

44          F.  R.  Washburn,  lawn  mower,  4  50 

By  assets  to  balance,  January  1,  1900 : 

Bonds  of  the  City  of  Danville,  111.,  4,000  00 

Cash  on  hand,  122  84 


14,311  37 
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Dr.        TOWN  OF  NORTON,  TRUSTEE,  in  account 

Income  and 


To  cash  received  for  rent  of  real  estate, 

$650 

00 

gain  in  assessed  value  of  real  estate, 

no 

To  cash  received  for  interest : 

On  City  of  Chicago  bond, 

20 

00 

City  of  Toledo  bond, 

45 

00 

City  of  Bridgeport  bond, 

40 

00 

City  of  Everett  bond, 

40 

00 

Town  of  Mansfield  bonds, 

300 

00 

Town  of  Middleboro  bond, 

40 

00 

Fitchburg  Railroad  bonds, 

80 

00 

Old  Colony  Railroad  bond, 

40 

00 

Town  of  Norton  notes, 

86 

49 

Mortgage  notes, 

182 

75 

Savings  Bank  deposits, 

1 

30 

To  cash  received  from  dividends  on  Atchison 

Railway  preferred  stock, 

6 

75 

$1,732 

29 
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with  the  HICKS  RESERVE  FUND.  Cr, 

Expense  Account. 

By  cash  paid  as  follows : 

City  of  Boston,  taxes  on  real  estate,  $78  37 
"  "  water  rates,  17  00 
Union  Safe  Deposit  Co.,  rent  of  safe,  10  00 
F.  W.  Ryder  &  Son,  collecting  rent,  32  50 
Sundry  persons,  repairs  on  real  estate,  79  51 
Premium  and  accrued  interest  on  two  Fitch- 
burg  Railroad  bonds,  289  58 
Premium  and  accrued  interest  on  one  City  of 

Nashville  bond,  132  50 

Jacob  A.  Leonard,  services  and  expenses,  15  65 

C.  T.  Oldfield,          "          "          "  6  50 

L.  D.  Blandin,          "          "          "  4  34 

O.  E.  Walker,           "          "          "  4  40 

Gain  in  assets,  as  shown  by  inventory,  1,061  94 


11,732  29 
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INVENTORY  OF  ASSETS,  HICKS  RESERVE  FUND. 


Estate  No.  89  Tyler  St.,  Boston,  assessed  value,  $5,900  00 

1  bond,  City  of  Chicago,  par  value,  500  00 

1  bond,  City  of  Toledo,         "  1,000  00 

1  bond,  City  of  Nashville,     44  1,000  00 

1  bond,  City  of  Bridgeport,  "  1,000  00 

1  bond,  City  of  Everett,        44  1,000  00 

15  bonds,  Town  of  Mansfield,  par  value,  7,500  00 

1  bond,  Town  of  Middleboro,        44  1,000  00 

2  bonds,  Fitchburg  Railroad  Co.,  44  2,000  00 
1  bond,  Old  Colony  Railroad  Co.,  44  1,000  00 
1  bond,  Globe  Investment  Co.,  estimated' value,  100  00 
28  shares  Atchinson  Railway  Co.,  market  value,  550  00 

3  44  44  44        44    preferred,  market 

value,  170  00 

4  Town  of  Norton  notes,  1,080  00 
Mortgage  note,  Peter  Voorhees,  2,700  00 
Cash  on  deposit  in  Savings  Bank,  538  76 
Cash  on  hand,  310  25 


Total  assets,  January  1,  1900,  f 27,349  01 

1,  1899,  26,287  07 


Net  gain,  #1,061  94 

CHARLES  T.  OLDFIELD,  ) 
LESTER  D.  BLANDIN,       [  Selectmen. 
OREN  E.  WALKER,  ) 


JACOB  A.  LEONARD,  Treasurer. 
Trustees  of  the  Hicks  Trust  and  Reserve  Funds. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 


DR. 

Cash  in  Treasury,  January  19,  1899,  $  909  45 

Received  from  State  Treasurer,  borrowed  money,      6,000  00 
u  State  Treasurer,  income  Massachu- 

setts school  fund,  394  48 

"  State  Treasurer,  on  account  Dis- 

trict superintendent  of  schools,        500  00 
"  State  Treasurer,  for  cattle  inspection,        15  26 

"  "  "    education  of  school 

children  under  charg  e  Board  of 
Lunacy  and  Charity,  41  50 

"  State  Treasurer,  for  support  of 

State  paupers,  61  60 

"  State  Treasurer,  for  corporation 

tax,  433  44 

"  State  Treasurer,  for  national  bank 

tax,  701  94 

"  State  Treasurer,  state  aid,  1,014  00 

military  aid,  24  00 

"  "       burial  of  soldiers,  33  00 

'*  County  Treasurer,  for  dog  fund,  355  89 

Hicks  Trust  Fund,  120  00 

Clerk  of  First  District  Court,  for 

fines,  6.")  on 
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Keeper  of  Taunton  jail,  for  fines, 

15 

00 

City  of  Taunton,  for  pauper  aid, 

14 

50 

City  ox  Salem,  tor  pauper  aid, 

19 

74 

City  ot  t  all  River,  tor  pauper  aid, 

18 

00 

f  ■*>                           P    T"*      Till/*                                                •  1 

1  own  ot  Reno  both,  tor  pauper  aid, 

24 

00 

Mrs.  Barnum  Crossman,  tor  board 

ot  Barnum  Crossman  at  laun- 

ton  hospital, 

36 

85 

different  persons  towards  paying 

the  extra  expense  of  fountain 

at  Chartley, 

10 

00 

A.  B.    Cole,  superintendent,  for 

school  supplies  sold, 

65 

J.    Stephen    Wood,  auctioneer's 

license, 

2 

00 

use  of  town  hall, 

83 

00 

income  from  town  farm, 

184 

05 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  collector  of  taxes, 

amount  of  excise  tax  for  1899, 

170 

25 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  collector  of  taxes, 

1895, 

55 

04 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  collector  of  in- 

terest, 

17 

25 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  collector  of  taxes, 

1896, 

84 

15 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  collector  of  in- 

terest, 

11 

02 

Wm.  A.  Lane,  collector  of  taxes, 

1897, 

48 

82 

Wm.  A.  Lane,  collector  of  interest, 

9 

00 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  collector  of  taxes, 

1898, 

1,160 

24 
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Received  from  J.  Stephen  Wood,  collector  of  in- 
terest, 34  77 
"           J.  Stephen  Wood,  collector  of  taxes. 

1899,  12,406  91 


$25,074  75 


CR. 

Paid  sundry  persons  by  order  of  Selectmen.  $22,172  80 

State  tax,  480  00 

County  tax,  1,441  88 

Abatement  of  taxes,  1896,  1  60 

1897,  1  87 

1898,  44  78 

1899,  85  77 
(/ash  in  Treasury,  January  80,  1900,  897  05 


#25,074  75 


JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 

Town  Treasurer. 
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BURIAL  FUNDS. 


Town  of  Norton  in  Account  with  the  Same. 


NORTON  COMMON  CEMETERY  FUND. 


Dr. 

Jan.  1,  1899.    Amount  invested  in  said  Fund,  $ 750  00 

Cash  on  hand,  57  01 

"      1900.    Cash  received  for  interest,  30  54 

8837  55 


MORSE  BURIAL  FUND. 
Dr. 

Jan.  1,  1899.    Amount  invested  in  said  Fund,  $75  00 

1900.    Cash  received  for  interest,  2  83 

$77  83 


PERRY  BURIAL  FUND. 
Dr. 

Jan.  1,  1899.    Amount  invested  in  said  Fund,  $50  00 

Cash  on  hand,  2  38 

1900.    Cash  received  for  interest,  1  97 


$54  35 


annual  report.  41* 
Cr. 

Paid  out  by  order  of  Selectmen : 
July  1, 1899.    George  E.  Makepeace,  for  painting 

tool  house,  $  7  69 

Dec.  30,   "       Nahum  Field,  for  mowing  grass  in 

cemetery,  16  00 

44         "       Frank    Le  Favour,  for  mowing 
grass  in  Avery,  Tripp  and  Rich- 
mond burial  lots,  1  25 
Charles  T.  Oldfield,  for  fertilizer,  1  50 
Jan.  1,  1900.    Invested  in  Taunton  Savings  bank,       750  00 
"         "      Cash  on  deposit  to  balance,                   61  11 


Cr. 


Cr. 


$837  55 


Paid  out  by  order  of  Selectmen: 
Dec.30,1899.    Frank  Le  Favour  and  others,  for 

care  of  the  Knapp  burial  lot,  $  1  27 

Jan.  1,  1900.    Invested  in  Taunton  Savings  bank,         75  00 
"         "      Cash  on  deposit  to  balance,  1  56 


$77  83 


Paid  out  by  order  of  Selectmen : 

Dec.30,1899.    C.  T.  Oldfield,  for  fertilizer,  $  35 
"         "       Frank  Le  Favour,  for  mowing  grass 

on  burial  lot,  35 

Jan.  1,  1900.    Invested  in  Taunton  Savings  bank,  50  00 

44         44      Cash  on  hand  to  balance,  3  65 


$54  35 
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SKINNER  BURIAL  FUND. 
Dr. 

Jan.  1,  1899.    Amount  invested  in  said  Fund,  1100  00 

"         "       Cash  on  hand,  1  84 

"      1900.    Cash  received  for  interest,  3  82 

#105  66 

BENJAMIN  SWEET  BURIAL  FUND. 


Dr. 

Jan.  1,  1899.    Amount  invested  in  said  Fund,  $150  00 

"         k'       Cash  on  hand,  3  19 

1900.    Cash  received  for  interest,  5  79 

1158  98 


DANIEL  CARPENTER  BURIAL  FUND. 


Dr. 

Jan.  1,  1899.    Amount  invested  in  said  Fund,  1100  00 

"      1900.    Cash  received  for  interest,  5  86 


$105  86 


REV.  SAMUEL  BEANE  BURIAL  FUND. 
Dr. 

Mar.17,1899.    Amount  invested  in  said  Fund,  #100  00 

Jan.  1,  1900.    Cash  received  for  interest,  1  75 


$101  75 
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Or. 

Paid  out  by  order  of  Selectmen : 
Dec. 30,1899.    Frank  LeFavour  and  others,  for 

care  of  burial  lot,  $    1  92 

Jan.  1,  1900.    Invested  in  Taunton  Savings  bank,        100  00 
"         "       Cash  on  hand  to  balance,  3  74 


1105  m 


Cr. 

Paid  out  by  order  of  Selectmen : 
Dec. 30,1899.    Frank  LeFavour  and  others,  for 

care  of  burial  lotSj  $    1  00 

Jan.  1,  1900.    Invested  in  Bristol  County  Savings 

bank,  150  00 

"         "       Cash  on  hand  to  balance,  7  98 

$158  98 


Cr, 

Paid  out  by  order  of  Selectmen : 
Dec. 30,1899.    Frank  LeFavour  and  others,  for 

care  of  burial  lot,  $    2  14 

Jan.  1,  1900.    Invested  in  Bristol  County  Savings 

bank,  100  00 

"         "       Cash  on  hand  to  balance,  3  72 


$105  8tf 
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Cr. 


Jan.  1,  1900.    Invested  in  Bristol  County  Savings 
bank, 

"         "       Cash  on  hand  to  balance, 


1100  00 
1  75 


1101  75 


March  17,  1899.— Received  from  Mrs.  E.  B.  Wheaton,  of 
Norton,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  the  income  of  which 
is  to  be  expended  in  taking  care  of  the  burial  lot  of  Rev. 
Samuel  Beane,  in  the  Centre  Cemetery.  The  same  is  now 
deposited  in  the  Bristol  County  Savings  Bank  as  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Beane  Burial  Fund. 

Jan.  12, 1900. — Received  from  the  children  of  the  late  Jason 
F.  Alden,  of  Norton,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  the  in- 
come of  which  is  to  be  expended  in  taking  care  of  the  burial 
lots  of  Jason  F.  and  William  H.  Alden  in  the  Norton  Com- 
mon Cemetery.  The  same  is  now  deposited  in  the  Taunton 
Savings  Bank  as  the  Alden  Burial  Fund. 


JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 

Town  Treasurer. 


Norton,  January,  1900. 
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AUDITORS'  REPORT. 

Of  the  Standing  of  the  Town,  Jan.  i,  1900. 


DR. 

Amount  due  Hicks  Reserve  Fund,  loan,  $1,080  00 

Due  William  A.  Lane,  loan,  200  00 

Appropriation  for  schools,  581  80 

for  Mansfield  road,  238  00 

To  balance  account,  885  20 


$2,985  00 

CR. 

Amount  of  cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  $  897  05 

Due  from  J.  S.  Wood,  collector  of  taxes,  972  92 

Due  from  State,  State  aid,  1,007  50 

Military  aid,  24  00 

Pauper  aid,  30  00 

"       Salem,  pauper  aid,  23  75 

"       Taunton,  pauper  aid,  29  78 


#2,985  00 

Net  balance  in  favor  of  town,  Jan.  1,  1900,  $885  20 

"    1,  1899,  103^87 


Increase  of  surplus,  $781  33 
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Having  examined  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Selectmen 
and  Treasurer,  I  find  them  correctly  kept  and  supported 
with  proper  vouchers. 

MOSES  LINCOLN, 

Auditor. 

Norton,  February  3,  1900. 
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LIST  OF  TAXES  NOT  PAID  FEB.  14,  1900. 


Attleboro  Gun  Club,  $1  11 

Heirs  of  Daniel  Balcomb,  4  44 

Richmond  Barney,  37 

Elmer  Bassett,  10  36 

Frank  Bellevonce,  2  00 

John  Bertenshaw,  2  00 

Jane  R.  Bliss,  2  22 

Samuel  Bown,  2  00 

Heirs  of  Charles  H.  Brady,  1  85 

Thomas  F.  Brady,  2  00, 

Benjamin  H.  Briggs,  3  11 

Benjamin  J.  Briggs,  3  85 

Oscar  B.  Briggs,  2  37 

Benjamin  F.  Bruce,  2  00 

Joseph  Burnham,  2  00 

George  F.  Butts,  2  37 

Abbie  N.  Carpenter,  1  85 

William  T.  Carpenter,  2  37 

Chester  B.  Chase,  <>  44 

J.  Henry  Clapp,  1  11 

John  W.  Cobb,  3  70 

Seneca  Cole,  5  18 

Edward  Cosgrove,  2  00 

Joseph  Coyle,  2  00 

Joseph  B.  Denham,  2  74 

Leroy  B.  Dyer,  2  74 
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Cromwell  Edds,  74 

Mary  Finton,  2  96 

Maurice  Fitzgerald,  3  85 

Henry  Galligan,  18  65 

Heirs  of  James  J.  Galligan,  4  44 

Christopher  Gillon,  2  00 

John  H.  Gormley,  2  00 

Thomas  Gwilliam,  2  00 

Jesse  C.  Hall,  1  48 

Morris  B.  Hall,  1  48 

Daniel  F.  Hallihan,                       .  2  00 

J.  Harry  Hamilton,  2  00 

James  B.  Hamlin,  9  99 

George  B.  Harvey,  2  96 

Chloe  F.  Haskell,  3  70 

John  A.  Haskell,  2  00 

Heirs  of  William  R.  Hatch,  1  11 

Thomas  Hawes,  37 

Ernest  F.  Haworth,  2  00 

Charles  W.  Hodges,  3  33 

Heirs  of  Jarvis  Hodges,            .  18  50 

Lloyd  B.  Hodges,  2  59 

George  C.  Hunt,  4  07 

Robert  W.  Hunter,  15  17 

L.  J.  N.  Hurie,  2  22 

Foster  H.  Innis,  2  00 

Alfred  L.  Johnson,  2  00 

George  E.  Jones,  37 

Patrick  E.  Kiernan,  37 

Harry  C.  King,  2  00 

William  A.  King,  10  88 

William  E.  King,  2  00 
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Willis  T.  Kountze, 

9  03 

Crawford  Lane, 

2  00 

Frank  Lane, 

2  00 

Joseph  Larreau, 

2  00 

Edmund  T.  Lawton, 

21  61 

Eliza  C.  Leonard, 

5  15 

Walter  W.  Leonard, 

11  84 

Albert  Leroque, 

2  00 

Albert  S.  Lincoln, 

2  74 

Heirs  of  Amos  N.  Lincoln, 

5  18 

George  F.  Lincoln, 

4  81 

John  C.  Lincoln, 

12  21 

John  F.  Lincoln, 

2  00 

John  H.  Lincoln, 

33  45 

Luther  Lincoln, 

1  48 

Palmer  Lincoln, 

2  59 

John  Magnesson, 

2  00 

David  E.  Makepeace, 

1  48 

Michael  May, 

2  00 

William  H.  McCann, 

37 

Joseph  Mondor, 

2  74 

E.  A.  &  C.  C.  Monroe, 

1  85 

Morse  Wool  Treating  Co., 

339  66 

Heirs  of  Edward  O'Brien, 

18  87 

Edward  O'Brien, 

8  14 

Dennis  O'Neil, 

2  00 

Everett  L.  Padelford, 

2  74 

Hallie  S.  Pike, 

3  11 

Joseph  H.  Porter, 

2  00 

William  Reid, 

11  84 

Patrick  Reynolds, 

3  33 

Albert  S.  Rogers, 

2  00 
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Henry  I.  Shaw, 

2  00 

Charles  W.  Sheperd, 

2  00 

John  H.  Short, 

15  91 

Arthur  L.  Simmons, 

2  74 

Albert  Skinner, 

24  94 

Anna  J.  Smith, 

1  48 

Edward  V.  Smith, 

2  00 

Frank  H.  Smith, 

2  00 

G.  Hyde  Smith, 

2  00 

Ida  M.  Smith, 

2  22 

SafTord  Stanhope, 

2  00 

Abiel  B.  Staples, 

3  33 

George  H.  Storer, 

4  96 

Mary  C.  Thomas, 

29  23 

Joseph  Thompson, 

2  37 

Ethan  A.  Tinkham, 

2  00 

Charles  A.  Walker, 

2  00 

Charles  F.  Wilbur, 

74 

Herbert  H.  Wilbur, 

2  00 

Heirs  of  Nancy  J.  Wilbur, 

7  03 

Oren  Wilbur, 

2  00 

William  E  Wilbur 

H  XXXXcXXXX    JJJ«      if  XX  kJ  IX  X  ^ 

37 

David  J.  Williams, 

2  00 

Edgar  E.  Woodward, 

37 

Heirs  of  Helen  0.  Woodward, 

2  22 

Albert  M.  Wrigley, 

4  22 

Charles  L.  Wrigley, 

30  86 

$884  62 

J.  STEPHEN  WOOD, 

Collector  of  Taxes. 
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LIST  OF  JURORS. 

Presented  to  the  Town  by  the  Selectmen  for  A 

CEPTANCE  AT  THE  ANNUAL  MEETING,  MARCH  5,  1900. 


John  H.  Arnold, 

Lester  D.  Blandin, 

teamer. 

sawyer. 

J.  Ervmg  Bnggs, 

I),  Frank  Crane, 

iarmer. 

carriage  paint 

Harold  M.  English, 

Joseph  C.  Fitzgerald, 

farmer. 

machinist. 

Henry  S.  Freeman, 

Elmer  E.  Lane, 

farmer, 

jeweler. 

Jacob  A.  Leonard, 

Emmons  H.  Lincoln, 

farmer, 

farmer. 

Harrison  T.  Lincoln, 

Lloyd  S.  Lincoln, 

farmer. 

farmer. 

Merton  G.  Lincoln, 

Moses  Lincoln, 

sawyer. 

sawyer. 

Charles  H.  Makepeace, 

Charles  T.  Oldfield, 

jeweler. 

farmer. 

Walter  F.  Pizer, 

Samuel  Thompson, 

farmer. 

janitor. 

William  J.  Tiffany, 

Frederic  M.  Sweet, 

farmer. 

coachman. 

Alden  G.  Walker, 

Henry  E.  Walker, 

farmer. 

farmer. 

Rufns  E.  Waterman, 

William  D.  Witherell, 

teamer. 

farmer. 

Elkanah  C.  Wood, 

Barna  F.  Woodward, 

painter. 

carpenter. 
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JURORS   DRAWN   FROM   THE   LIST  ACCEPTED 
LAST  YEAR. 

William  A.  Lane,  Superior  Court,  March  term. 
Ruel  L.  Robinson,  Superior  Court,  June  Criminal  term. 
John  G.  Adair,  Superior  Court,  September  term. 
Thomas  B.  Wetherell,  Superior  Court,  December  term. 
Oliver  H.  Lane,  Superior  Court,  February  Criminal  term. 
George  F.  Woodward,  Grand  Juror,  1900. 

CHARLES  T.  OLDFIELD,  ) 
LESTER  D.  BLANDIN,       }  Selectmen. 
OREN  E.  WALKER,  ) 
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Births  Recorded  in  Norton,  1899. 


Date. 

Name. 

Sex. 

Name  of  Parents. 

Jan. 

9. 

Dorris  Read  Makepeace, 

F. 

George  E.,  Annie  E. 

Jan. 

9. 

Myra  Etta  Wilbur, 

F. 

Walter  L.,  Sarah 

Jan. 

20. 

Russell  Edmund  Law  ton, 

M. 

Edmund  T.,  Alice  M. 

Feb. 

27. 

Louis  Napoleon  LaRock, 

M. 

Albert.  Mary  J. 

Mar. 

2. 

Earl  Blanchard  Reed, 

M. 

Herbert  B.,  Bessie  E. 

Mar. 

4. 

Gladys  Geneva  Fiske, 

P. 

Frank  E.,  Cora  M. 

Mar. 

J  2. 

Ethel  M.  Gaston, 

F. 

Charles  B.,  Irene  M. 

Mar. 

17. 

Mary  Florence  Clapp, 

F. 

William  C,  Caroline  E. 

April 

5. 

Winford  Arthur  Quintain, 

M. 

Peter,  Ruth 

May 

2. 

Floyd  Everett  Lane, 

M. 

Elmer  E.,  Mary  M. 

May 

6. 

Frank  Palmer  Burnham 

M. 

Joseph  B.,  Carrie  H. 

May 

16. 

Maynard  F.  Wilbur, 

M. 

George  W.,  Cora  F. 

Mav 

29. 

Frank  Gwilliam, 

M. 

Edward,  Laura 

May 

31. 

Clarence  Andrew  Casey, 

M. 

Andrew,  Ruth  A. 

June 

3. 

Rose  Lucy  McHugh, 

F. 

Michael  J.,  Margaret 

July 

9. 

Catherine  Teresa  May, 

F. 

Michael  F.,  Catherine  T 

Sept. 

6. 

Grace  Evelyn  Wheeler, 

F. 

Edgar  E.,  Florence  E. 

Oct. 

5. 

Allen  Ayer  Beaman, 

M. 

Thomas  A.,  Cora  M. 

Oct. 

6. 

Margret  Silvia  Gwilliam, 

F. 

Thomas,  Mary 

Oct. 

7. 

Myrtle  Bickmore, 

F. 

M.  Eveleth,  Fanny  F. 

Oct. 

23. 

Earl  Sigamond  Innes, 

M. 

Foster  S.,  Sadie  H. 

Oct. 

27. 

(Still  born)  Dixon, 

M. 

David,  Lena 

Oct. 

31. 

Clarence  Hathaway  Leonard, 

M. 

Virgil  H.,  Carrie  M. 

Nov. 

15. 

 Johnson, 

M. 

Alfred  L.,  Armina  E. 

Nov. 

23. 

Raymond  Clemment  Marley, 

M. 

Michael  L.,  Harriet 

Dec. 

6. 

Fanny  Hunt  Lane, 

F. 

Homer  L.,  Mary  E. 

Dec. 

11. 

Mabel  Elizabeth  Wild, 

F. 

Alfred  W.,  Alice  J. 

Dec. 

14. 

Roy  Leander  Drew, 

M. 

 ,  Mabel  E. 

Dec. 

15. 

Irene  Silvia  Hall, 

F. 

Ernest,  Hattie  N. 

Whole  number,  29.    Males,  16.    Females,  13 

JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 


Town  Clerk. 
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Marriages  Recorded  in  Norton  1899. 


DaU 

> 

Name. 

Residence. 

Jan. 

31. 

Lester  0.  Thomas, 

Taunton. 

Ruth  C.  King, 

Norton. 

March  24. 

James  Henry  Lewis, 

Fall  River. 

Mary  Emma  Brady, 

Norton. 

April 

13. 

Mark  Mulkern, 

Attleboro. 

Rosa  Leddy, 

Norton. 

May 

23. 

Chester  W.  Sweet, 

Norton. 

Anna  A.  Hadley, 

Norton. 

June 

6. 

George  R.  Codding, 

Norton. 

Marie  Kollmeyer, 

Boston. 

June 

7. 

Marshall  William  Bliss, 

Taunton. 

Flora  Emma  Wetherell, 

Norton. 

June 

25. 

William  T.  Fitzgerald, 

Norton. 

Grace  A.  Guild, 

Norton. 

June 

28. 

Arthur  L.  Briggs, 

Norton. 

Annie  L.  Chace, 

Norton. 

Aug. 

28. 

Charles  W.  Sweetser, 

So.  Windom,  Me. 

Ada  N.  McLellan, 

So.  Windom,  Me. 

Nov. 

1. 

Arthur  L.  Hog  an, 

Norton. 

Minnie  E.  Woodward, 

Taunton. 
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Nov.    21.    Jacob  E.  Klebes,  Attleboro. 

Margaret  M.  Lynch,  Norton. 

I)e<\     20.    John  W.  Arnold,  Norton. 

Mar}'  J.  Briggs,  Norton. 

Dee.     25.    Herbert  A.  Can  well,  Attleboro. 

Amelia  Davis,  Norton. 

Whole  number,  13. 

JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 

Town  Clerk. 
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Deaths  Recorded  in  Norton,  i899. 


Age. 


Date. 

Name. 

Cause  of  Death. 

Ys.  Ms.Ds. 

Jan. 

14. 

George  R.  Perry, 

Pneumonia, 

AO 

Q 

o 

1 1 

Jan. 

15. 

Ina  Ann  Lincoln, 

Indigestion, 

1 

1 

Jan. 

29. 

Daniel  H.  Smith, 

Influenza, 

04 

Q 

o 

Jan. 

30. 

Zachary  T.  Tucker. 

Accident, 

to 
52 

1 

n 

Feb. 

5. 

Joseph  Otis, 

Dysentery, 

AO 

Mar. 

13. 

Sybil  B.  Andros, 

La  grippe, 

74 

6 

1 

Mar. 

19. 

Benjamin  C.  Wetherell,  Old  age  and  la  grippe. 

ol 

11 

Mar. 

23. 

Ella  E.  Hunt, 

Tuberculosis, 

50 

1 

23 

April 

5. 

Nancy  Brown, 

Cancer, 

TO 

April  14. 

Margaret  A.  O'Brien, 

Pneumonia, 

1  A 

o 
o 

8 

April  24. 

C.  Bowen  Wetherell, 

Embolysm, 

54 

9 

May 

8. 

Mary  M.  Hardon, 

Cancer, 

60 

8 

1 

May 

5. 

Hannah  D.  Lincoln, 

Senile  decay, 

71 

5 

17 

May 

10. 

Julia  Ann  Richmond, 

Ticdolouaux, 

70 

7 

May 

14. 

Earl  W.  Field, 

Heart  disease, 

70 

11 

May 

17. 

Albert  L.  Hamilton, 

Tuberculosis, 

45 

May 

21. 

John  Harvey, 

Old  age  and  heart  disease, 

80 

2 

18 

May 

21. 

James  J.  Galligan, 

Apoplexy, 

57 

June 

11. 

Samuel  Hodges, 

Hemorrhage, 

79 

1 

26 

June 

20. 

Mary  Leddy, 

Heart  disease, 

40 

5 

14 

June 

25. 

Eliza  K.  Beane, 

Old  age, 

85 

9 

July 

4. 

Charles  H.  Stockwell, 

Old  age, 

72 

24 

July 

4. 

John  M.  Galligan, 

Alcoholism, 

49 

July 

6. 

Sophia  Lauro, 

Apoplexy, 

61 

July 

12. 

Elmira  Lane, 

Heart  disease, 

84 

1 

19 

July 

15. 

Gladys  A.  Tillson, 

Spinal  Meningitis, 

1 

9 

4 

July 

22. 

Albert  A.  Austin, 

Tubercolar, 

52 

7 

3 

Sept. 

17. 

Moses  Hunt, 

Apoplexy, 

86 

10 

5 

Oct. 

4. 

Ernest  Toomy, 

Indigestion, 

1 

3 

12 

Oct. 

27. 

 Dixon, 

Still  born. 
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Nov.  12.  William  H.  Lane, 

Nov.  16.  Maynard  F.  Wilbur, 

Dec.  5.  Floyd  E.  Lane, 

Dec.  5.  Lavinia  E.  Burt, 

Dec.  12.  James  S.  Card, 


Embolysm  of  heart, 

Tuberculosis, 

Indigestion, 

Old  age, 

Pneumonia, 


Whole  number,  34.    Males,  20.    Females,  14. 


61 


86 
84 


JACOB  A.  LEONARD, 

Town  Clerk. 
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WARRANT 

FOR 

ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING. 


BRISTOL,  ss. 

To  Frank  A.  Clapp,  or  either  of  the  Constables 
of  the  Town  of  Norton. 

Greeting : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  legal  voters  of  the 
Town  of  Norton,  to  meet  in  the  Town  Hall  in  said  Norton, 
on  Monday,  the  fifth  day  of  March,  1900,  at  ten  o'clock 
A.  M.,  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  to 
wit :  — 

Article  1.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  at  said 
meeting. 

Art.  2.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Art.  3.  To  vote  "Yes"  or  "No,"  by  separate  ballots,  upon 
the  question,  "Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors  in  this  town  the  ensuing  year?" 

Art.  4.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  re- 
ports of  the  town  officers. 

Art.  5.  To  raise  money  for  the  repairs  of  roads  and 
bridges. 

Art.  6.  To  raise  money  for  the  support  of  poor  and 
incidental  expenses. 
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Art.  7.    To  raise  money  for  the  support  of  schools. 
Art.  8.    To  raise  money  for  the  purchase  of  school  sup- 
plies. 

Art.  9.    To  raise  money  for  the  repairs  of  school  houses. 
Art.  10.    To  determine  the  manner  of  repairing  their 
school  houses. 

Art.  11.  To  see  if  the  town  will  take  action  regarding 
the  erection  of  a  school  house  at  the  Center  of  the  town,  or 
to  appoint  a  committee  to  report  on  the  matter  at  a  future 
meeting. 

Art.  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  money  to 
pay  for  transportation  of  school  children. 

Art.  13.  To  raise  money  for  the  payment  of  the  town's 
proportion  of  the  salary  of  the  superintendent  of  schools. 

Art.  14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropriate 
money  toward  the  support  of  the  Norton  Public  Library. 

Art.  15.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  to  sup- 
press the  illegal  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  the  town  of 
Norton,  and  raise  money  therefor. 

Art.  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  money  for 
Memorial  Day  services. 

Art.  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  placing  of 
a  marker  of  the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion at  the  grave  of  each  revolutionary  soldier  or  sailor  buried 
in  this  town,  the  expense  not  to  exceed  one  dollar  each. 

Art.  18.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  purchase  a  piece 
of  land  as  an  addition  to  the  town's  cemetery  at  the  Center, 
and  appropriate  money  therefor. 

Art.  19.  To  see  if  the  town  will  adopt  and  establish  a 
town  seal  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  256  of 
the  Acts  of  1899. 
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Art.  20.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  purchase  a  stone 
crusher,  and  appropriate  money  for  the  purchase  and  opera- 
tion of  the  same. 

Art.  21.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  regarding 
the  claim  of  the  city  of  Taunton  against  this  town  for  the 
tuition  of  Howard  Arnold  Tinkham,  Jr.,  in  the  Taunton 
High  School. 

Art.  22.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  money  to 
pay  bills  contracted  for  removal  of  snow  from  the  highways. 

Art.  23.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  treasurer, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  to  borrow 
money  in  anticipation  of  taxes. 

Art.  24.  To  determine  the  manner  of  collecting  their 
taxes. 

Art.  25.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  list  of 
jurors  as  presented  by  the  Selectmen. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up 
attested  copies  of  the  body  of  the  same  at  each  of  the  public 
meeting  houses  in  said  town,  seven  days  at  least  before  the 
time  of  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk  at  the  time  and  place 
of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  twenty-first  day  of  February, 
in  the  year  nineteen  hundred. 

CHARLES  T.  OLDFIELD, 
LESTER  D.  BLANDIN, 
OREN  E.  WALKER, 

Selectmen  of  Norton. 
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REPORT. 


Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Norton 
for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1899. 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  attached 
hereto,  being  very  full  and  complete,  renders  it  unnecessary 
for  the  committee  to  go  over  the  condition  and  work  of  fehe 
several  schools., 

In  view  of  the  crowded  condition  of  the  school  at  the  Cen- 
ter (No.  1),  the  committee  considers  it  imperative  (if  the 
best  results  are  to  be  obtained  for  the  money  expended)  that 
more  room  be  provided,  and  a  system  of  grading  be  estab- 
lished. 

These  changes  will  take  time  to  accomplish,  and  the  con- 
dition of  overcrowding  and  unsatisfactory  results  are  to 
be  met  at  once,  and  we  believe  that  a  reasonably  liberal  ap- 
propriation for  transportation,  to  be  used  at  the  discretion  of 
the  committee  and  on  the  recommendation  of  the  superin- 
tendent, would  be  of  unqualified  advantage  to  the  town. 
Of  such  an  appropriation  only  so  much  would  be  used  as 
needed  to  relieve  a  crowded  school  or  to  bring  pupils  of 
higher  grade  to  the  C  hartley  School. 
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We  respectfully  recommend  the  following  appropriations 
for  the  year: 

For  support  of  schools,  including  High  School 


tuition,  14,000.00 

Salary  of  Superintendent,  300.00 

School  supplies,  350.00 

Repairs  of  school  houses,  250.00 

Transportation  of  scholars,  250.00 


For  the  Committee, 

CHARLES  C,  VALENTINE, 


Secretarjf. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Norton  : 

This  annual  report  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  year  that  has  just  closed  has  not  been  much  different 
from  its  predecessors.  There  has  been  an  excellent  interest 
during  the  entire  year,  and,  on  the  whole,  I  think  it  has  been 
the  most  satisfactory  of  my  four  years  of  service. 

The  attendance,  as  a  rule,  has  been  much  better  than  in 
the  past,  but,  at  the  same  time,  there  has  been  hardly  a  sec- 
tion of  the  town  which  has  not  suffered  from  some  epidemic. 

At  the  close  of  the  winter  term  and  opening  of  the  spring 
term,  there  was  probably  not  over  60  per  cent,  of  the  children 
able  to  attend.  The  month  of  April,  the  time  when  we  look 
for  the  highest  enrollment  for  the  year,  shows  but  about  50 
per  cent,  in  attendance.  This  loss  has  materially  reduced  the 
average  for  the  year. 

For  some  terms  there  was  a  constant  recurrence  of  diph- 
theria and  scarlet  fever  at  the  Sturdy  school. 

Disinfecting  and  cleansing  the  room  was  of  no  avail,  and  so 
at  the  opening  of  the  spring  term  it  seemed  best  to  take  from 
the  children  in  the  primary  room  every  book  which  had 
been  in  any  way  exposed.    This  necessitated  a  considerable 
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expense  as  they  were  replaced  with  new  books  ;  but  since  that 
time  we  have  had  no  trouble  and  the  school  has  gone  on  with 
its  work  without  interruption. 

A  SCHOOL  INTEREST. 

In  my  visits  to  the  schools,  and  meeting  with  the  parents, 
I  am  very  glad  to  note  an  increasing  interest  in  the  conduct 
of  the  schools.  So  long  as  people  are  on  the  alert  and  are 
looking  into  the  affairs  of  the  daily  work  so  long  will  there 
be  hope  for  an  improvement,  but  when  a  community  settles 
down  in  the  complacenoy  of  self  satisfaction  or  disinterested- 
ness, there  is  sure  to  be  a  deterioration.  That  there  is  room 
for  a  great  improvement  in  our  schools  goes  without  saying. 
That  the  conditions  could  be  materially  improved,  and  that 
very  easily,  is  recognized  by  all. 

What  is  most  needed  at  the  present  time  is  not  a  knowl- 
edge on  the  part  of  the  people  that  better  conditions  are 
needed,  but  a  determination  to  put  that  knowledge  into  effect. 

Take  the  school  at  Norton  Center,  No.  1,  for  an  example. 
In  the  spring  term  there  will  probably  be  at  least  45  pupils 
and  possibly  50  present. 

With  seven  grades  I  am  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  know  just 
what  one  teacher  will  be  able  to  do  with  any  satisfactory  re- 
sults. The  state  demands  that  certain  studies  be  taken,  and 
the  ordinary  school  curriculum  demands  others  in  addition. 
It  becomes  also  impracticable  to  group  scholars  except  in  a 
very  few  subjects,  so  that  a  child,  who  would  under  suitable 
conditions  belong  in  the  sixth,  seventh  or  eighth  grade,  may 
recite  with  a  class  one,  two  or  three  grades  lower.  An  in- 
justice is  done  the  child  by  so  doing,  and  wheuever  possible 
we  endeavor  to  keep  each  grade  separate. 
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A  glance  at  the  chart  appended  to  this  report  will  show 
the  number  of  classes  a  school  would  have  if  each  grade  did 
its  own  work  by  itself. 

However,  writing,  drawing,  music,  nature  study  and  litera- 
ture are  combined,  so  that  the  entire  school  devotes  a  period 
of  from  ten  minutes  to  half  an  hour  to  the  same  line  of  work. 
This  leaves  the  so-called  regular  studies  to  be  taken  by  the 
grades. 

It  is  utterly  impossible  to  hear  every  class  every  day  in  a 
large  mixed  school,  and  oftentimes  two  recitations  a  week  are 
all  that  can  be  given  to  history,  geography  and  language. 

If  by  some  possibility  the  schools  could  be  graded  so  that 
there  would  be  two,  or  even  three,  grades  in  a  room  a  great 
improvement  would  be  seen. 

As  it  now  is  the  teacher  cannot  give  the  time  that  is 
needed  to  all  the  individual  pupils  and  at  the  same  time  get 
through  the  daily  recitations. 

A  few  years  ago  the  National  Educational  Association  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  rural 
schools  of  the  country  at  large.  This  committee  says  in  part, 
"No  doubt  there  are  many  excellent  schools  in  the  country, 
but,  on  the  whole,  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether  any 
money  that  is  expended  in  the  people's  interest  is  expended 
more  wastefully  than  what  goes  to  the  country  schools.  No 
doubt  the  country  school  has  points  of  advantage  over  the 
city  schools,  but,  on  the  whole,  it  is  inferior.  The  typical 
'little  red  school  house,'  so  invested  with  sentiment,  is  a 
costly  and  unsatisfactory  institution  of  education.  Owing  to 
social  changes,  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  it  is  less  effi- 
cient and  useful,  at  least  relatively,  than  it  once  was,  and  a 
new  organization  is  imperatively  called  for."  All  through 
the  state  progressive  towns  are  centralizing  their  schools. 
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Among  other  advantages  gained  may  be  enumerated  the 
equipment  or  apparatus  of  the  rooms.  A  large  school  needs 
no  more  wall  maps,  no  more  globes,  no  more  large  diction- 
aries, but  very  few  more  reference  books,  no  more  fuel  than  a 
small  school.  There  are  in  the  schools  daily  about  250  pu- 
pils. It  now  requires  eleven  teachers  for  that  number,  or  one 
for  every  twenty-two  pupils.  Properly  graded,  six  teachers 
could  carry  on  the  work  of  nine  grades  with  better  results 
than  are  now  obtained.  I  do  not  here  wish  to  be  understood 
as  saying  that  the  present  teachers  are  not  doing  all  in  their 
power,  but  simply  that  the  small  schools  do  not  live  in  an 
atmosphere  of  interest,  progress  and  rivalry,  such  as  is  found 
in  the  better  graded  schools.  Then  again,  the  older  ones  be- 
ing more  or  less  neglected  are  apt  to  drop  out  before  even 
completing  the  work  of  eight  grades. 

I  see  no  reason  why  Norton  will  not  have  to  raise  its 
grades  ere  long. 

Attleboro  and  Mansfield  have  gone  up  to  nine  grades  pre- 
ceding the  High  School,  which  will  necessitate  our  children' 
doing  the  same  before  they  will  be  fitted  to  enter  the  High 
Schools  of  those  towns. 

This  is  now  done  at  Chartley,  but  I  do  not  know  how  it 
can  be  done  elsewhere  in  town  unless  new  arrangements  are 
made,  or  the  children  can  be  carried  to  the  Sturdy  School. 

Two  years  ago,  when  it  looked  as  if  the  electric  road  would 
solve  part  of  the  difficulty  of  transportation,  I  recommended 
the  raising  of  the  grades  at  the  Sturdy  School,  hoping  that  a 
nucleus  would  be  established  around  which  sooner  or  later 
would  develop  a  well  appointed  system  of  schools.  That  the 
work  thus  far  accomplished  has  been  satisfactory  is  sure,  but 
there  is  around  it  all  such  an  atmosphere  of  uncertainty  that 
the  best  results  are  not  always  obtained.    In  a  few  cases  I 
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have  been  met  with  the  argument  that  Norton  is  not  able  to 
support  a  High  School. 

Let  us  briefly  summarize  the  conditions.  All  through  the 
town  there  is  a  greatly  increased  interest  in  higher  education  ; 
this  interest  is  growing  every  year.  If  the  town  does  not 
furnish  the  school  at  home  it  must  pay  an  annual  tuition  of 
#50  for  each  child  who  goes  to  an  out  of  town  High  School. 
Twenty  pupils  a  year  out  of  town  means  an  expense  of 
$1000.  It  may  be  argued  that  the  town  cannot  furnish  as 
good  a  school  as  is  furnished  by  the  surrounding  cities  and 
towns.  Possibly  not,  but  the  point  to  be  taken  into  consid- 
eration is  this :  Will  many  of  the  children  prepare  for  col- 
lege?   If  not,  then  they  can  get  a  good  education  at  home. 

A  school  in  town  means  the  associating  together  of  chil- 
dren from  all  sections  of  the  town  ;  it  means  the  cementing  of 
friendships ;  it  means  eventually  the  breaking  down  of  the 
sectional  jealousies  so  liable  to  be  found  in  rural  towns. 

Send  the  children  out  of  town  to  be  educated  and  the 
chances  are  that  they  will  remain  out  of  town  when  they 
have  completed  their  education  ;  educate  them  at  home  and 
the  money  expended  may  give  some  returns  in  later  years. 
No  town  can  afford  to  lose  one  good  citizen,  and,  therefore, 
the  more  inducements  that  are  held  out  to  keep  the  children 
at  home  the  more  liability  there  is  that  the  town  will  reap  the 
benefits  of  its  expenditure  in  the  years  to  come. 

THE  CHICK  ATA  WBUT  CLUB. 

Early  in  the  year  the  teachers  formed  a  club  for  mutual 
improvement,  meeting  once  in  two  weeks.  At  these  meetings 
methods  are  discussed,  ideas  exchanged,  and  work  compared. 
In  addition  to  this  a  standard  educational  work  was  studied. 
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The  secondary  aim  of  this  club  was  to  arouse  a  greater  inter- 
est in  school  work  on  the  part  of  the  parents  and  thus  draw 
the  school  and  home  into  more  intimate  relationship.  A 
course  of  lectures  was  planned  but  as  sufficient  funds  were  not 
at  the  time  available  the  idea  was  abandoned,  and  individual 
lectures  have  been  given  from  time  to  time. 

I  commend  this  club  to  the  parents,  and  urge  a  hearty 
response  to  all  appeals  for  assistance.  Whatever  tends  to 
strengthen  the  teachers  and  improve  their  work,  is  felt 
directly  by  the  pupils,  and  so  indirectly  by  the  home  and 
town.  I  trust  that  every  citizen  will  lend  all  the  encourage- 
ment possible. 

A  SCHOOL  EXHIBIT. 

W  e  are  planning  at  the  present  time  to  collect  a  large  part 
of  the  best  work  done  in  the  schools  during  the  year,  and 
have  it  on  exhibition  in  some  section  of  the  town,  or  in  vari- 
ous sections  as  seems  best. 

This  will  probably  occur  near  the  close  of  the  year.  In 
addition  I  shall  try  to  have  on  hand  also,  new  copies  of  every 
book  used  in  the  schools,  together  with  such  other  matter 
and  appliances  as  come  into  the  every  day  work  of  the  vari- 
ous schools. 

It  is  hoped  that  every  parent  will  avail  himself  and  herself 
of  an  opportunity  to  be  present  at  this  exhibit. 

MUSIC. 

There  has  been  an  interest  in  the  music  far  exceeding  our 
expectations. 

That  it  will  in  the  years  to  come  prove  an  inestimable 
blessing  to  those  who  seek  to  improve  the  opportunities  there 
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can  be  no  doubt.  Much  of  the  work  during  the  past  year 
has  been  very  elementary,  but  good  foundations  are  being 
laid  and  the  results  will  be  seen  later.  The  report  of  the 
supervisors  of  music  is  included  in  this  report. 

Mr.  A.  B.  Cole, 

Supt.  of  Schools. 
Dear  Sir : — 

We  very  willingly  comply  with  your  request  to  submit  to 
you  a  report  of  our  work  in  the  Norton  Public  Schools. 

The  work  of  introducing  vocal  music  into  all  the  schools  of  the 
town  so  pleasantly  begun  last  spring  has  steadily  progressed. 
Experience  has  proved  beyond  a  doubt  that  music  can  be  as 
generally  and  successfully  taught  as  reading  or  any  other  study, 
and  it  has  been  our  aim  to  present  it  in  such  a  way  that  all, 
whether  naturally  musical  or  not,  will  be  benefitted. 

We  sometimes  hear  the  objection  :  that  it  is  not  practical  to 
teach  music  in  the  mixed  schools.  We  obviate  the  difficulties  by 
taking  the  primary  pupils  separately,  classifying  them  into  choirs 
A,  B,  and  C,  and  from  time  to  time  as  the  ear  and  voice  improves 
we  promote  the  little  singers.  Although  we  are  obliged  to 
lengthen  our  lessons  somewhat,  yet  this  division  of  the  lesson 
wherever  it  is  possible  is  very  essential  in  laying  a  good  founda- 
tion for  the  singing  in  the  intermediate  and  grammar  grades.  All 
the  teachers  and  classes  are  doing  good  work  for  the  first  year. 
The  high  school  division  of  the  Sturdy  school  has  made  excellent 
advancement.  The  discipline  and  attention  is  such  that  it  is  a 
pleasure  to  lead  them  in  this  new  specialty  of  their  curriculum. 
At  the  public  examinations  or  exhibitions  to  be  held  soon  we 
earnestly  hope  to  see  the  parents  present ;  we  feel  sure  the  chil- 
dren will  please  and  interest  by  their  songs  and  sight  reading 
exercises.  We  appreciate  your  kind  interest  in  our  work  and 
would  also  extend  our  thanks  to  the  school  committee  for  their 
support. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  J.  &  H.  E.  WHITTEMORE. 
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A  REQUEST. 

The  methods  of  teaching  in  vogue  in  the  best  educational 
centres  at  the  present  time  utilize  all  available  matter  in  the 
presentation  of  the  various  subjects  in  the  class  room.  To 
explain,  suppose  a  class  in  geography  is  studying  the  United 
States,  and  the  lesson  is  on  the  Rocky  Mountain  Section. 
If  available,  maps  are  used  together  with  pictures  illustra- 
ting the  scenery;  and  descriptive  articles  from  books  and 
magazines  are  read  to  supplement  the  material  in  the  text- 
book. Now  my  request  is  this :  In  order  that  we  may 
obtain  all  such  material  possible,  I  would  ask  all  citizens 
who  buy  magazines  and  illustrated  papers  occasionally,  and 
who  do  not  wish  to  preserve  them,  if  they  will  kindly  donate 
them  to  the  nearest  school.  By  so  doing,  you  will  often 
times  send  in  an  article  or  a  picture  which  will  be  of  great 
assistance  to  the  teacher  in  explaining  some  difficult  section. 
The  wars  of  the  past  and  present  year  have  been  great  edu- 
cators in  our  schools,  and  Asia  and  Africa  are  being  studied 
with  a  zeal  that  they  could  not  have  aroused  but  for  the 
local  interest  attached  to  them. 

Magazines  are  up-to-date ;  text  books  are  soon  behind  the 
times  ;  so  if  persons  will  lend  a  hand  whenever  possible  they 
will  render  a  great  aid  to  the  teachers  and  the  children. 

Pictures  from  individuals  and  organizations  would  also  be 
very  acceptable  as  school  room  decorations. 

The  time  is  past  when  it  is  a  crime  to  beautify  a  school 
room  and  create  a  taste  for  something  outside  the  prosaic 
elements  of  the  three  R's.  Whatever  we  do  to  lighten  the 
drudgery  of  school  life  and  relieve  its  monotony  has  a  direct 
influence  on  the  entire  curriculum.  Pictures  of  Washington 
and  Lincoln  constantly  before  the  children  exert  a  more  pow- 
erful influence  than  words  about  them  could  possibly  do.  So 
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the  kindly  faces  of  Longfellow,  Whittier,  Holmes  and  other 
great  writers  may  inspire  a  love  for  literature.  The  child 
who  is  taught  to  appreciate  the  beautiful  and  so  separate  the 
wheat  from  the  chaff  in  these  days  of  pomp  and  show,  who 
can  find  pleasure  in  the  smallest  flower  or  the  tiniest  insect 
certainly  is  in  a  better  position  to  enjoy  life  and  become  a 
useful  citizen  than  he  could  possibly  be  without  such  training. 
"  If  children  are  daily  surrounded  by  those  influences  that 
elevate  them,  that  make  them  clean  and  well  ordered,  that 
make  them  love  flowers  and  pictures,  and  proper  decorations, 
they  at  last  reach  that  degree  of  culture  where  nothing  else 
will  please  them.  *  *  *  The  true  test  of  our  civilization 
and  culture  is  the  kind  of  home  we  are  content  to  live  in  ;  and 
the  influences  of  our  schools  should  help  to  form  a  disposition 
for  those  things  that  make  home  life  happy  and  healthy. 
If  the  farmer's  boy  can  be  taught  to  love  books  when  he  is  at 
school,  he  will  have  a  library  in  his  home  when  he  becomes  a 
man;  if  the  farmer's  girl  can  be  taught  decoration  at 
school,  she  will  want  pictures  and  flowers  and  embroidery 
when  she  becomes  a  woman.  If  we  have  pictures,  why  not 
have  reprints  of  those  that  have  moved  the  hearts  of  men?  If 
we  are  to  sing  songs,  why  not  sing  the  songs  of  the  masters  ? 
Why  not  in  all  things  get  the  noblest  and  best  that  the  world 
has  given,  and  use  them  to  help  our  children  onward  and 
upward?" 


TRUANCY. 

There  are  in  town  quite  a  number  of  cases  of  aggravated 
truancy. 

Repeated  visits  from  the  truant  officers  do  not  seem  effec- 
tive except  for  a  day  or  two  at  most.    That  the  law  is  not 
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strongly  enough  enforced  in  this  case  I  am  quite  positive 
and  I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  truant  school  be  uti- 
lized unless  there  is  a  better  disposition  on  the  part  of  some 
parents  to  comply  with  the  laws. 

VACCINATION. 

As  in  the  majority  of  rural  towns,  we  are  rather  lax  in  the 
matter  of  requiring  certificates  of  vaccination  from  pupils 
who  enter  the  schools.  Here  too  the  law  is  explicit  and  the 
officials  who  have  charge  of  school  matters  can  enforce  it. 
There  have  of  late  been  several  complaints  concerning  the 
non-enforcement  of  the  law  and  I  recommend  that  during  the 
summer  vacation  some  arrangement  be  made  whereby  every 
child  may  be  vaccinated  and  that  none  be  admitted  to  the 
schools  in  September  without  a  certificate,  either  that  the 
child  is  vaccinated  or  that  vaccination  is  for  the  time  im- 
practicable on  account  of  health. 

CLEANING  SCHOOL  ROOMS. 

If  possible,  I  recommend  that  every  school  room  be  thor- 
oughly washed  at  least  twice  a  year.  The  good  housekeeper 
feels  the  need  of  a  constant  cleaning  in  a  house  where  but 
two  or  three  reside.  What  then  must  be  the  condition  of 
our  school  rooms  where  smoke,  dust  and  crayon  have  full 
sway  for  months  at  a  time?  In  these  days  when  we  are 
learning  so  much  of  disease  germs,  a  few  dollars  expended 
for  cleanliness  is  as  nothing  compared  with  the  value  of  a 
single  life  that  may  be  endangered  by  neglect. 

"  There  is  no  sounder  principle  in  pedagogy  than  that  care 
begets  care ;  order,  order ;  cleanliness,  cleanliness  ;  and  beauty, 
beauty."    "The  silent  influence  of  clean  surroundings,  of 
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cheerful  teachings,  of  classical  pictures  and  music  and  litera- 
ture, the  presence  of  flowers  and  their  care,  the  planting  of 
shade  trees  and  studies  of  their  growth,  will  be  a  supervision 
so  constant  and  so  searching  that  no  child  can  escape  it- 
ruder  its  patent  warmth,  like  the  steady,  quiet  shining  of  the 
sun,  the  child  plant  grows  into  all  the  marvelous  possibility 
of  flower  and  fruit." 

CO-OPERATION. 

I  wish  to  enlist  the  sympathy  and  co-operation  of  every 
parent  and  citizen  in  behalf  of  the  teachers  and  their  schools. 
I  am  quite  positive  that  teachers  often  suffer  from  things 
for  which  they  are  not  responsible,  and  that  blame  which 
should  be  placed  upon  the  superintendent  falls  upon  them 
unjustly. 

Also,  the  superintendent  may  be  censured  for  something- 
over  which  he  has  no  control,  for  in  many  cases  parents  find 
fault  without  realizing  that  they  are  opposing  the  statutes  of 
the  Commonwealth  and  the  wisdom  of  the  legislators  who 
framed  those  statutes. 

There  are  also  certain  regulations  of  long  standing  neces- 
sary to  the  preservation  of  discipline  and  the  general  welfare 
of  the  schools.  For  example,  ever  since  I  have  been  con- 
nected with  the  schools,  and  I  know  not  how  long  before, 
there  has  been  a  rule  that  a  child  who  is  tardy  shall  bring  an 
excuse  from  his  parents ;  also  that  a  child  who  has  been  absent 
shall  bring  a  like  excuse.  Now  in  a  few  cases  parents  have 
felt  aggrieved  that  their  "rights"  were  trampled  upon  and 
have  refused  point  blank  to  comply  with  the  request. 

The  result  usually  is  that  the  child,  imagining  that  he  will 
be  upheld  at  home  in  whatever  he  does,  becomes  unruly  and 
causes  more  or  less  trouble,  or  knowing  that  no  excuse  can 


16 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


be  obtained,  he  plays  truant  ad  libitum.  So,  too,  refusal  to 
sign  a  report  card  may  have  the  same  effect. 

If  in  the  parents'  judgment  his  child  is  not  receiving  proper 
treatment,  he  should  go  as  a  matter  of  business  and  talk  the 
case  over  with  the  teacher  and  arrive  at  an  amicable  under- 
standing. Parent  and  teacher  working  in  harmony  can  ac- 
complish much ;  but  parent  and  teacher  being  in  discord  can 
hope  to  accomplish  but  little,  except  worry  and  trouble. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  kind- 
ness and  courtesy  which  I  have  received  at  your  hands  and 
the  hands  of  the  citizens  and  teachers  for  the  past  year. 

AARON  B.  COLE, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 

Plainville,  January  15,  1900. 
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SOME  EXPENDITURES  FOR  SCHOOLS. 

From  the  Sixty-Second  (1897-98)  Report  of  the 
State  Board  of  Education. 

The  following  figures  all  refer  to  the  school  year  of 
1897-'98 : 

School  expenses,  exclusive  of  buildings,  $9,553,807  64 

Buildings  and  repairs,  •  3,814,070  30- 

Amount  expended  for  each  child  between  5  and 

15  years  of  age,  30  28 

No.  of  High  Schools,  261 ;  pupils,  38,133. 
No.  of  children  in  the  schools,  456,141. 
There  has  been  an  average  annual  increase  for 
the  last  ten  years  of  9,813. 

Amount  paid  for  transportation  of  pupils,  $  123,032  41 

for  books  and  supplies,  592,905  76 

Amount  expended  for  new  school  houses,  2,719,912  01 

Average  wages  of  male  teachers  per  month,  137  50 

"          kfc       female  teachers  per  month,  51  44 

No.  of  Normal  Schools,  10. 
Membership  of  Normal  Schools,  1,572. 

Amount  of  Massachusetts  School  Fund,  $4,1 70,548  14 

Average  amount  "of  school  for  each  town,  9$%  months. 
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TEACHERS. 

,  Jennie  L.  Heckman.  (a) 
1  Eloise  H.  Crocker.  (2)  (a)  (d) 
'  Bertha  M.  Brown.  (1)  (d) 
Abbie  A.  Vance.  (1) 
Mabel  E.  Wetherbee.  (2)  (b) 
Ella  R.  Brown.    (2)  (a) 
\  Charlotte  E.  Hobart.  (1)  (c) 
\  Julia  A.  Litchfield.  (2)  (a) 
(  Gertrude  Peavey.  (1)  (a) 
Hattie  B.  White. 
Minnie  Folsom. 
1  Clara  0.  Woodward.  (2) 
l  Mrs.  Dora  M.  Scott.  (1)  (a) 
Olivia  M.  Woods.  (6) 
Adelaide  E.  Austin,  (a) 
Sarah  M.  Lincoln.  (6) 

a)  Normal  Training. 

b)  Traiuing  School. 

c)  Kindergarten  Training. 

d)  College  Graduate. 
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SCHOOL. 

Sturdy  Grammar. 

Sturdy  Primary. 
No.  1. 

No.  2. 

No.  3. 
No.  4. 

No.  5. 

No.  6. 
No.  7. 
No.  8. 

Total, 
1898. 
1897. 
1896. 
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READING  BOOKS  NOW  IN  USE. 

Grade  I. — Cyr's  Primer;  Stepping  Stones  to  Literature, 
Book  I;  Riverside  Primer;  Werner  Primer. 

Grade  II. — Cyr's  First  Reader ;  Stepping  Stones  to  Litera- 
ture, Book  II;  Riverside  First  Reader;  Graded 
Literature  Readers,  Book  II. 

Grade  IJI. — Stepping  Stones  to  Literature,  Book  III ;  Cyr's 
Second  Reader;  Fables  and  Folk  Stories; 
Around  the  World,  First  Book ;  Physiology, 
No.  1. 

Grade  IV. — Physiology,  No.  1  (Reviewed);  Legends  of  the 
Red  Children;  Stories  of  Great  Americans; 
Hans  Anderson's  Stories;  Wonder  Book  (in 
part);  Any  Third  Readers  in  stock. 

Grade  V. — Hans  Anderson's  Stories;  Wonder  Book;  Hia- 
watha ;  Stories  of  Our  Country ;  Stories  from 
Hawthorne ;  Any  two  Fourth  Readers ;  Phy- 
siology, No.  2. 

Grade  VI. — Physiology,  No.  2  (Reviewed);  Fourth  Readers  ; 

Courtship  of  Miles  Standish ;  Stories  of  the  Old 
Bay  State ;  Stories  from  Grandfather's  Chair ; 
Poor  Richard's  Almanac. 

Gr  ade  VII. — Fifth  Readers  (Selections);  Evangeline  ;  Christ- 
mas Carol ;  Sketch  Book ;  Birds  and  Bees;  Stories 
of  Other  Lands ;  Physiology,  No.  3. 

Grade  VIII. — Snow  Bound ;  Vision  of  Sir  Launfal ;  Than- 
atopsis  and  Sella;  Franklin's  Autobiography; 
Fifth  Readers ;  Lippincott's  Sixth  Reader 
(Selections);  Physiology,  No.  3. 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


SCHOOL  MONEY. 

Balance  due  the  schools  January  1,  1899,  $   808  74 

Appropriation  by  the  town,  3,500  00 

Received  from  State,  income  of  School  Fund,  394  4  3 

Received  from  County,  dog  license  money,  355  89 

Received  from  State,  tuition  of  state  children,  41  50 
Received  from  State,  on  account  of  joint  school  district, 

for  teachers'  wages,  200  00 


15,300  56 

Expended  for  the  support  of  schools,  4,718  76 


Balance  due  the  schools  January  1,  1900,  $581  80 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS. 
Aaron  B.  Cole,  services  as  superintendent,  $600  00 


SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 

Sturdy  School. 

Jennie  L.  Heckman,  teaching  grammar  depart- 
ment, twelve  weeks,  Winter  term,  #144  00 

Jennie  L.  Heckman,  teaching  grammar  depart- 
ment, twelve  weeks,  Spring  term,  144  00 
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Jennie  L.  Heckman,  teaching  grammar  depart- 
ment, sixteen  weeks,  Fall  term, 

Eloise  H.  Crocker,  assistant  teacher  in  the 
grammar  department,  twelve  weeks,  Win- 
ter term, 

Eloise  H.  Crocker,  assistant  teacher  in  the 
grammar  department,  twelve  weeks  spring 
term, 

Bertha  M.  Brown,  assistant  teacher  in  the 
grammar  department,  sixteen  weeks, 
Fall  term, 

Abbie  A.  Vance,  teaching  the  primary  depart- 
ment, eleven  weeks,  Winter  term, 

Mabel  E.  Wetherbee,  teaching  primary  depart- 
ment, eleven  weeks,  Spring  term, 

Mabel  E.  Wetherbee,  teaching  primary  depart- 
ment, fourteen  weeks,  Fall  term, 

Harry  P.  Sturdy,  janitor, 

A.  H.  Sweet  &  Son,  31,380  lbs.  of  coal, 

O.  H.  Lane,  wood  and  kindlings, 


School  No.  1, 

Ella  R.  Brown,  teaching  ten  weeks,  Winter 
term, 

Ella  II.  Brown,  teaching  eleven  weeks,  Spring 
term, 

Charlotte  E.  Hobart,  teaching  fourteen  weeks, 

Fall  term, 
Samuel  Thompson,  janitor, 
A.  H.  Sweet  &  Son,  10,710  lbs.  coal, 


192  00 

120  00 

120  00 

160  00 

99  00 

110  00 

140  00 
60  00 
93  08 
18  50 

$1,400  58 

$100  00 
110  00 

140  00 

52  50 
33  52 
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G.  E.  Makepeace,  one  and  a  half  cords  wood, 
sawed, 

N.  E.  Freemnn,  one  cord  oak  wood, 
Wm.  C.  Clapp,  sawing  wood, 
Moses  Lincoln, 


School  No.  2. 

Julia  A.  Litchfield,  teaching   eleven  weeks, 

winter  term, 
Julia  A.  Litchfield,  teaching   eleven  weeks, 

spring  term, 
Gertrude  Peavey,  teaching  fourteen  weeks,  fall 

term, 

Arthur  L.  Valentine,  janitor, 
Earle  Waterman,  janitor,  fall  term, 
L.  C.  Witherell,  three  and  a  half  cords  wood, 
sawed, 

L.  C.  Witherell,  pine  wood  and  kindlings, 


School  No.  3. 

Hattie  B.  White,  teaching  eleven  weeks,  winter 
term, 

Hattie    B.   White,   teaching    eleven  weeks, 

spring  term, 
Hattie   B.  White,  teaching   fourteen  weeks, 

fall  term, 
Annie  Jackson,  janitor, 
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Josiah  Woodward,  four  cords  oak  wood, 
Frank  Lee,  sawing  wood, 


School  No.  4. 

Minnie  Folsom,  teaching  eleven  weeks,  winter 
term, 

Minnie  Folsom,  teaching  eleven  weeks,  spring 
term, 

Minnie  Folsom,  teaching  fourteen  weeks,  fall 
term, 

Willie  T.  Radnor,  janitor, 

Joseph  Dion,  three  cords  oak  wood, 

Charles  E.  Horton,  sawing  wood, 

George  H.  Arnold,  two  cords  shingle  billets, 

Charles  I.  Grossman,  houseing  kindlings, 


School  No.  5. 

Clara  O.  Woodward,  teaching  eleven  weeks, 

winter  term, 
Clara  O.  Woodward,  teaching  eleven  weeks, 

spring  term, 
Dora  M.  Scott,  teaching  fourteen  weeks,  fall 

term, 

Charles  O.  Bruce,  janitor,  winter  term, 
Clyde  E.  Bruce,  janitor,  spring  term, 
Clifton  E.  Padelford,  janitor,  fall  term, 
Earl  C.  White,  three  cords  oak  wood, 


15  00 
4  00 


$356  00 


$  99  00 

99  00 

126  00 
6  50 
12  00 
3  00 
6  00 
1  00 


*352  50 


#110  00 

110  00 

140  00 
5  00 
2  50 
2  50 
12  00 
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George  E.  Smith,  four  and  a  half  feet  pine 
wood, 

J.  Stephen  Wood,  one-half  cord  oak  wood, 
George  L.  Titus,  Jr.,  sawing  and  housing  wood, 

School  No.  6. 

Olivia  M.  Woods,  teaching  eleven  weeks,  win- 
ter term, 

Olivia   M.   Woods,   teaching   eleven  weeks, 

spring  term, 
Olivia  M.  Woods,  teaching  fourteen  weeks,  fall 

term, 

Timothy  F.  O'Brien,  janitor,  winter  and  spring 
terms, 

James  Wilbur,  janitor,  fall  term, 
E.  C.  White,  three  cords,  3£  feet  oak  wood, 
sawed, 

Moses  Lincoln,  llf  feet  shingle  slabs, 


School  No.  7. 

Adelaide  E.  Austin,  teaching  eleven  weeks, 

winter  term, 
Adelaide  E.  Austin,  teaching  eleven  weeks, 

spring  term, 
Adelaide  E.  Austin,  teaching  fourteen  weeks, 

fall  term, 
Chester  F.  Butts,  janitor, 

Geo.  E.  Makepeace,  two  cords  oak  wood,  sawed, 
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Moses  Lincoln,  one  cord  jointings, 

2  50 

Chester  h .  Butts,  housing  kindlings, 

50 

50 

tJU 

School  No.  8. 

Sara  M.  Lincoln,  teaching  eleven  weeks,  winter 

term, 

$  99 

00 

Sara  M.  Lincoln,  teaching  eleven  weeks,  spring 

term,' 

99 

00 

£n£»t*ji   TVT    TiiTipnln    fpflpriino'   fmiTtppn  "wppItq  fall 

KJill  tXi    ±J±.  •                               I/KZCXjKj  llllli^     J. U  U.1  l/C CI-l    WCCAB)  XClXl 

term, 

on 

John  Griggsby,  janitor, 

11 

00 

W.  D.  Witherell,  seven  feet  hard  wood, 

6 

oU 

W.  D.  Witherell,  thirty-nme  teet  pine  wood, 

14 

62 

John  Griggsby,  sawing  and  housing  wood, 

5 

00 

1358 

12 

Vocal  Music. 

H  J.  &  H.  E.  Whittemore,  teaching  music, 

60 

Htoh  School  Tuition. 

J.11U11       KJvli-V/V/U        -M~    f  J.  J.  I  Vl^  • 

City  of  Taunton,  tuition  of  Mattie  J.  Crane  for 

41  weeks, 

$51 

25 

Ruth  B.  Tinkham,  41  weeks, 

51 

25 

Timothy  F.  O'Brien,  16  weeks, 

20 

00 

Town  of  Mansfield,  tuition  of  Lewis  Holmes 

for  weeks, 

25 

38 

$147  88 


Total  amount  paid  for  support  of  schools, 


$4,718  76 
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REPAIRS  OF  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 
Sturdy  School  House. 


Estate  of  John  Harvey,  various  repairs,  #37  88 

James  W.  Gilford  Co.,  repairs  on  furnace,  5  85 

James  W.  Gifford  Co.,  repair  of  steps,  2  00 

Nahum  Perry,  towel  rolls,  40 

Lizzie  Fitzgerald,  cleaning  school  rooms,  14  15 

William  R.  Sampson,  cleaning  vaults,  2  00 

Albert  Williams,  cleaning  yard  and  out-houses,  1  00 

M.  N.  Wetherell,  sundries,  82 


$64  10 

No.  1. 

G.  E.  Makepeace,  painting  house,  $40  50 

G.  E.  Makepeace,  painting  blackboard,  2  00 

Joseph  F.  Sweet,  repairs  of  doors,  3  75 

Barna  F.  Woodward,  repairing  seats,  75 

E.  Lyman  Briggs,  repairing  seats,  75 
Weir  Stove  Co.,  repairing  furnace,  2  25 

F.  R.  Washburn,  pump  and  fittings,  5  35 
A.  H.  Sweet  &  Son,  plank  for  well  platform,  1  88 
Wm.  C.  Clapp,  labor  on  pump  and  platform,  2  00 

G.  E.  Makepeace,  repairs  of  clock,  1  00 
Dana  H.  Bruce,  repairs  of  clock,  65 
George  W.  Hudson,  tuning  organ,  3  00 
Samuel  Thompson,  cleaning  windows,  75 


$64  63 
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No.  2. 

G.  E.  Makepeace,  painting  school  room,  $15  51 

E.  A.  Fuller,  kalsomining,  6  40 

Wm.  M.  Fales,  repairing  plastering,  11  95 

Harvey  Bros.,  storm  windows  and  fitting,  8  53 

Harvey  Bros.,  repairs,  12  25 

Pierce  &  Carpenter,  lumber,  2  24 

G.  E.  Makepeace,  painting  blackboard,  2  00 
C.  C.  Valentine,  glass  and  setting,  3  10 
C.  C.  Valentine,  repairs  on  doors,  65 

H.  M.  Gorham,  repairing  and  tuning  organ,  8  50 
James  W.  Gifford  Co.,  zinc,  1  17 
C.  C.  Valentine,  flag  halliards,  80 


$73  10 

No.  3. 

F.  R.  Washburn,  porcelained  lined  pump,  $5  50 

Fred  C.  Woodward,  platform  for  pump  and 

cleaning  well,  7  70 

Fred  C.  Woodward,  shingles,  glass  and  labor,  1  40 


$14  60 

No.  4. 

Estate  of  John  Harvey,  sundry  repairs,  $5  35 

Wm.  M.  Fales,  repairing  plastering,  3  81 

C.  I.  Crossman,  setting  glass,  etc.,  2  05 

G.  E.  Makepeace,  painting  blackboard,  2  00 

C.  I.  Crossman,  cleaning  house,    .  3  00 


$16  21 
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No.  5. 


George  E.  Smith,  repairs  on  doors,  f>2  17 

George  E.  Smith,  repairs  on  locks,  1  50 

Everett  L.  Padelford,  cleaning  school  room,  3  00 

Everett  L.  Padelford,  cleaning  out  house,  1  00 


$7  67 

No.  6. 

Barna  F.  Woodward,  curtains,  etc.,  $4  15 

Wm.  J.  White,  repairs  on  door  and  window,  80 

Charles  S.  Forbes,  cleaning  and  tuning  organ,  2  50 

Wm.  J.  White,  cleaning  school  room,  2  50 

Wm.  J.  White,  mowing  school  yard,  75 


110.70 

No.  7. 

Wm.  A.  Lane,  chain  pump  and  setting,  17  50 

B.  F.  Woodward,  curtains  and  labor  hanging,  3  50 

Ira  D.  Sherwood,  cleaning  vault,  1  00 


$12  00 

No.  8. 

G.  E.  Makepeace,  painting  blackboard,  #2  00 

Laura  A.  Washburn,  cleaning  windows,  1  00 


$3  00 


Total  amount  paid  for  repairs  of  school  houses. 


$266  01 
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TRANSPORTATION  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 

Mary  A.  Woodward,  car  fare  for  Howard  F. 

Woodward,  $12  00 

Geo.  L.  Titus,  Jr.,  car  fare  for  George  Titus,  7  50 

Norton  &  Taunton  Street  Railway  Co.,  car  fare 

for  Smith  boy,  2  50 

|22  00 


SCHOOL  SUPPLIES. 
Dr. 


Stock  on  hand  last  year,  $178  50 

Paid  for  school  supplies  as  follows : 

Edw.  E.  Babb  &  Co.,  77  81 

Ginn  &  Co.,  66  18 

The  American  Book  Co.,  54  02 

J.  L.  Hammet  Co.,  26  46 

Geo.  S.  Perry  &  Co.,  15  21 

Silver  Burdett  &  Co.,  12  50 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co.,  9  34 

University  Publishing  Co.,  5  80 

The  Morse  Co.,  4  50 

Jennie  L.  Heckmann,  1  20 

Fales  &  Waterman,  50 

C.  B.  Wetherell,  16 

M.  N.  Wetherell,  14 

Harry  E.  Barden,  printing,  8  75 

Wm.  E.  Payson,  furnishings,  1  48 

Fales  &  Waterman,  furnishings,  40 
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George  E.  Smith,  furnishings,  35 

V  De  Lne  &  Co.,  flags,  8  00 

Frank  A.  Clapp,  expressage,  4  95 

N.  Y.  N.  H.  &  H.  R.  R.  Co.,  freight,  1  55 


$477  80 

Cr. 

Stock  on  hand  January  1,  1900,  $190  00 

Freight  and  expressage,  6  50 

Supplies  sold,  65 
Supplies  furnished  to  schools  in  1899,  280  65 


$477  80 


ELLS  BINDERY  NIC. 
ALTHAM,  MASS. 
SEPT.  1959 


